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The proper Christian attitude is a sanctified and holy one. This attitude is displayed by the Christian 

in all of his walk and life. It can be seen in what the Christian does, in who his friends are, in how he 

talks, and even in what he thinks about. With a proper Christian attitude, the Christian lives always in 

the consciousness of the presence of God and of his duty towards God. He lives in antithetical 

opposition to the world. 

The apostle Peter devotes his entire second epistle to the task of nurturing Christian attitudes in the 

people of God. In verse one of chapter three he says, “This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto 

you: in which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance.” In this text we see the purpose of this 

second epistle. It is to “stir up” the pure minds of the people of God. The apostle wants to nurture a 

proper Christian attitude of holiness in the people of God to whom he writes. The apostle also tells us 

in this text the manner in which he stirs up the pure minds of the people of God. He does it “by way of 

remembrance.” He reminds them of things that will help them to have pure minds, and to have proper 

Christian attitudes. So, the way in which Christian attitudes are nurtured in the parishioners is by 

reminding or teaching them. This is what the preaching of the Word does. It is the chief means of grace 

by which the people of God are nurtured. 

But, what does Peter remind the people of God about in his epistle? In this epistle the apostle Peter 

reminds the people of God of three main things. First he reminds them of “the exceeding great and 

precious promises” that are theirs in Christ. Second he reminds them of the way in which they should 

live, and third he reminds them of the evils and heresies of the world in which we live. These three 

themes are brought up again and again in this epistle. The preaching of the Word which will properly 

nurture Christian attitudes in the people of God will contain these three elements also. 

The first and greatest element of preaching is “the Promise of the Gospel.” Peter mentions this at 

the outset of his epistle. In verse four of chapter one, he mentions the “great and precious promises” 

which are ours from Christ who “hath given us all things that pertain unto life and godliness.” And, the 

fruit of these promises is that we (vs 6) are made partakers of the divine nature, and we escape the 

corruption that is in the world. In chapter three Peter mentions that “we, according to his promise, look 

for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” So, Christ’s promise is deliverance 

from this world, in which corruption abounds, and it is the promise of a new heavens and earth which 

are perfectly righteous. All of these great promises are because of the “longsuffering of our Lord” 

which is “salvation.” This is the cross of Christ. It is all because of the sacrifice of our Lord that we are 

made partakers of the promises of the gospel. The proper preaching of the gospel will assure the 

believing people of God of these promises of the gospel. 

Peter reminds the people of God of these things in order that they might have a proper Christian 

attitude toward the world in which they live. He tells them of the promises of heaven and of salvation 

in order that they might set their mind and affections on heavenly things. Doing this, the people of God 

will see that the things of this earth have no value. Says Peter, “Seeing then that all these things shall be 

dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for 

and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens, being on fire, shall melt with 

fervent heat?” The preaching which nurtures a proper Christian attitude in the people of God tells them 

how they should live by directing them away from the vanity of this world, and towards the glory of 

heaven. How should you live when you know that everything here will be destroyed? The answer is 

clear. I will live in all godliness with my eyes set on heaven. And, this will show in all of the Christian’s 

life. He will not care to be entertained by the world. He will not care to be friends with the world. He 



will not want the possessions and riches of the world. He will be content with what he has, and he will 

gladly suffer persecution. 

Another way in which Peter effectively and fervently stirs up the people of God to holiness is by 

warning them against false teachers and false doctrine. The true preaching which will properly nurture 

Christian attitudes is preaching that warns against heresy. Peter devotes almost all of chapter two of this 

epistle to the warning against heresy and false teaching. He calls these false teachers “presumptuous,” 

“selfwilled,” “servants of corruption,” and “brute beasts.” And, he warns that their end is destruction 

and that they will perish as Sodom. Peter warns too that these false teachers will come from among 

those who “have known the way of righteousness” (2:21). Heretics come from within the church. So, 

we have to watch out and beware of heresy in our own churches. The preaching must include these 

warnings to the people of God. 

Peter concludes his epistle by telling the people of God that because they have been reminded of 

these things by him they should now have proper Christian attitudes. He also exhorts them to “grow in 

knowledge.” He writes, “Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye 

also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. But grow in grace 

and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” Here Peter clearly brings out the 

antithetical attitude that we should have. We should beware of and fight against the world and its lies, 

and coupled with that we should, through God’s grace, grow in our knowledge of God. We should want 

theology in the preaching. 

In conclusion we note that a minister nurtures Christian attitudes in his parishioners by preaching to 

them. He preaches the promises of the Gospel, the warnings of the Gospel, and the way of the 

Christian’s walk through life. Then the people of God will grow in the grace and knowledge of God.* 
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