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Big families are frowned upon by the world today. A family of ten will receive a range of reactions 

from looks of surprise and disbelief to anger and disgust. This attitude is rather unique in the history of 

the world. Years ago a large family ensured plenty of help for the farmer. For some many children 

meant that the parents would be well cared for in their old age. For others, many sons meant prestige, 

and in some countries many daughters meant money from dowries. Until recent advances in medicine, 

mortality rates among infants and children were very high, so having many children provided some 

assurance that at least a few of the children would survive and the family name would go on. 

The reasons listed above for having a large family are all reasons from the mind of ungodly man, 

and ultimately rooted in greed and pride. Today many couples would prefer fewer children; but this 

different, even opposite desire is still rooted in greed and pride. In today’s world, having more children 

means less money, a hindrance to personal achievement, and less time for personal enjoyment. Years 

ago many children meant “more for me,” now fewer children means “more for me.” Then and now 

today, the ungodly world seeks his own prosperity and not the glory of God. May this selfish and 

wicked thinking be far from our minds. 

This change from large to small is due partly to better medical care and increasingly to a new 

powerful motive: the overpopulation of the world. Don’t have so many kids! The world is near its 

maximum carrying capacity! A man by the name of Malthus already recognized the problem of 

overpopulation in 1778. Then in 1968, Paul Ehrlich, a biologist wrote “The Population Bomb” and 

many have been very frightened by the possibility of famine and the starvation of millions, even 

billions of people. Consequently, people with large families are increasingly viewed as ignorant, 

foolish, and greedy destroyers of mankind. Such fear and societal pressure threatens to yank us away 

from a biblical perspective in the matter of children. 

It is not getting any easier to live in this world, fellow young people. If God is pleased to give you 

children, will you let the scorn of the world govern your decisions, or will the light of God’s Word 

guide you in these matters? Are you ready to stand up under the wrath of the world? Do you have a 

clear understanding of God’s Word regarding children? Are you ready and willing to stand strong if 

God is pleased to use you to raise a large family? 

Some may attempt to escape the glare of the world by arguing “I like big families, it is my right to 

have children, and population really isn’t a problem anyway.” But such a response is ungodly and 

spiritual cowardice. We may not desire children simply for our own personal enjoyment, security, or 

prestige. We may not desire a big family simply because it is the PR thing to do. Whether it be few 

children or many, we must seek first the glory of God. We must receive each child with much prayer 

and thanksgiving to God. 

Perhaps you just want to avoid the scorn of the world by hiding behind ignorance and denial. 

To deny the problem of overpopulation is to bury your head in the sand. The problem of overpopulation 

is real and made obvious with a simple mathematical exercise. For at least the past one thousand years, 

human population has been growing exponentially. You can understand what “exponential growth” is if 

you pick up your calculator and press “2” “X” “2” “=”. Press “=” again. Keep doing this. What you are 

doing is doubling the current number each time. You will notice that the numbers get bigger at an 

alarmingly rapid rate until your calculator gives an error message or goes into exponential notation. A 

graph of the math would be a line that begins to go up gradually, and then becomes increasingly steeper 

until nearly straight up. From 1750 to 1900 the world’s population went from about 750 million to 1.5 

billion and at the rate of increase, it would take about 150 years to double. Prior to 1750, it is estimated 



that the doubling time was about 1000 years. Presently the world’s population is at about six billion 

people. At the present rate of growth, the population will double in about about 35 to 50 years. 

Obviously there is a limited amount of space to live on the earth. It may seem like there is plenty of 

space, but we must not forget what exponential growth is about. Either people need to have fewer 

children, or face population reduction in the way of starvation and plagues. 

The present population situation is in accordance with God’s eternal plan. God reveals to us in His 

word that His purpose is to fill the world with men. He created man to multiply and fill the earth 

(Genesis 1:28). God reveals that there will be a steady increase in famine, plagues, and environmental 

problems as we near the end. Many of these things arise from the pollution we have due to 

overpopulation as we live in the last days. When Jesus instructed his disciples concerning the days 

which would come before His return, He said “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places” (Matthew 

24:7). The word of God in Revelation 16 also describes the days in which we live as those days in 

which the angels pour out vials of judgment upon the land, waters, and men of the earth. This is the 

world, and these are the days in which we will bear and raise our children. 

The answer to our questions, and our comfort in the face of future fears is the Word of God. 

The Bible reveals the corruption of man and the earth as the dark background to salvation and eternal 

life in heaven. In contrast, man seeks salvation from the corruption of this world in technology and 

population control. He is working hard at solving the problems and appears to be enjoying some 

success. Technology and man’s wisdom has ushered in a time in history when man’s average life span 

is on the rise, and many live in luxury. Population in developed countries has stabilized and developing 

countries are making efforts to slow their population growth. As resources such as wood, coal, and oil 

are used up, man finds even better resources. Though pollution is a problem, it is better in many cities 

than it was 30 years ago. 

The solutions of the world seem so logical and the temptations for earthly success and advancement 

are very strong, but we must not let these things govern our thoughts about having children. This is the 

thinking of the anti-Christian kingdom of Satan. These goals of the world are in antithetical opposition 

to the revelation of God. Three or more children are viewed as a burden to the world, but each child of 

the believer is received as a blessing from God (Genesis 33:5; Psalm 127:3). The world wants to limit 

population growth and create a stable environment in which man can live and develop in wickedness, 

but God is gathering the full measure of His people to inhabit a new heavens and earth. The world is 

afraid of over population, but God is glorified by the numberless host of the church. The following are 

texts that speak of the church as a numberless host: Genesis 12:2; 13:16; 16:10; 22:17; 28:14; Exodus 

32:13; Deuteronomy 1:10;. 10:22; I Chronicles 27:23; Romans 4:18; Hebrews 11:12; Revelation 7:9. 

Earthly prosperity governs the “family planning” of the world, but spiritual prosperity governs the 

family life of the child of God. Prosperity in the godly home is measured not by wealth, but by children 

who develop spiritually and walk with God throughout their life. The godly parent says, “I have no 

greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth” (3 John 1 A). God reveals to us that this 

prosperity comes in the way of obedience: “Observe and hear all these words which I command thee, 

that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee for ever, when thou doest that which is 

good and right in the sight of the Lord thy God.” Deut. 12:28. Having been given many children, the 

believer does not fret about costs, but rather meditates upon the promise of salvation recorded in Acts 

2:39, “For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 

Lord our God shall call.” Each child is received knowing that God is pleased to gather children in the 

way of their being reared by godly parents. When we let the world influence our thinking about 

children, then we are drawn away from the precious heritage of the Lord, and led in the way of eternal 

destruction. 

The world says that it is best if women give birth to an average of 2.5 children. If the Lord is 

pleased to give you two children, do not yield to the temptation to side with the world, set your eyes 



upon earthly prosperity for your children, or look down with contempt upon those families of ten 

children. Rather commit your life to the godly rearing of these children and walk in obedience to God. 

If God gives you ten children, rejoice in the blessing of God and remain steadfast in God’s calling to 

teach each one diligently in the fear of the Lord. 

The glory of God: that must be our chief desire throughout our lives. Do not look to the world for 

praise if the Lord gives you but one or two children, but rather devote your life to their spiritual 

prosperity for the glory of God. Does this mean we receive large families with gladness and support 

large families in our churches even if overpopulation threatens to destroy the human race? Yes. The eye 

of faith sees something that the world cannot see and we must walk in the light of God’s Word as we 

condemn the world with our testimony of the coming of Christ. Our faith will bring us under the scorn 

of the world as it did Noah and others. We read in Hebrews 11:7 “By faith Noah, being warned of God 

of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he 

condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.” Do you see God 

gathering the innumerable host of the church into eternal glory? May we ever pray that the vain glories 

of this earth not distract us from the beautiful promises of our God. ❖ 
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