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Many couples in their first years of marriage run into problems because they do not understand, or 

they refuse to obey, the calling God has given them as husband and wife. In a sense, the calling is 

simple. The wife is to submit to her husband just as the church submits to Christ, and the husband is to 

love his wife just as Christ loves the church and gave Himself for her. Husbands and wives in the 

church sometimes have to experience much divine chastisement before they submit to this word of 

God. But the more they do submit to this word, the more they enjoy the intimate love and friendship 

that unites Christ and His church, and godly husbands with their wives. 

 

The Calling of the Wife 
We begin, as Scripture often does, with the calling of the wife. The Bible sums up the calling of the 

wife by saying that she must submit to her husband. Some passages set forth the calling of the wife 

very briefly, and other passages set it forth in more detail; but repeatedly Scripture emphasizes that it is 

the calling of the wife to submit to her husband at all times. Why is this? Why is this so important for a 

godly and joyful marriage? This is because the husband and wife really become one flesh, and can 

enjoy living together only when they have one will, and together live one life. The wife who refuses to 

submit is actually attempting to destroy the union God has established. 

The wife in her heart, if not also with her mouth, must call her husband “lord.” In I Peter 3:6, we 

read that Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him “lord.” The husband represents Christ to her, and she 

must submit to him, as she would submit to her Lord, Jesus Christ. In fact, she is submitting to Christ 

only when she is submitting to her husband. This is another reason why it is so serious when a wife 

does not submit to her husband. When she says “No” to her husband, she says “No” to Christ, for 

Christ is the One speaking to her through her husband. Granted, she cannot obey her husband, if he 

tells her to do something sinful. But even then she must disobey with a submissive attitude, without 

rising up in rebellion against him. 

The wife must submit to her husband not just in some things, but in all things. Ephesians 5:24 says 

wives are to submit to their husbands in every thing. It is easy for a woman to do what her husband says 

when her will is the same as his. But when her will is not the same as that of her husband, and she 

denies herself, submitting her will to that of her husband, this glorifies God and is beautiful in His 

sight. 

The world, of course, has a completely different view of the calling of the wife. Women of the 

world say they want a relationship that is 50-50, meaning that the man gets his way half the time, and 

the woman gets her way half the time. Ungodly women say they want a relationship that is 50-50, but 

what they really want is to dominate their husbands. This is why the marriages of the world are 

characterized by a struggle for power, with the husband and the wife each trying to maintain the upper 

hand. 

A second evil that is very common today is the refusal of wives and mothers to be “keepers at 

home,” as God Himself, in Titus 2:5, demands that they must be. Many worldly women long for a 

“career,” so that they can make a name for themselves and have plenty of money to buy all the things 

their hearts desire. Many women fool themselves into thinking they can work outside the home, and 

still come home and be the wife and mother they are called to be. They act as though raising children 

was a rather easy task. It does not take all that much time, they say. You can drop off the children at the 

daycare center or grandma’s house for most of the day, and, with modern conveniences, you can find 

ways to get around much of the work that has to be done. 



The fact is that Scripture clearly teaches that it is the calling of the woman to be a keeper at home, 

to love her husband, and to love her children. This calling is a very high calling, given to her by God. 

She is to teach her children the truths of the Word of God, night and day. Constantly, she is to be 

pointing out to them what God says about this or that. She represents God to her children, who are 

actually His children. When children come to their mother with their problems, it is the calling of the 

mother to imitate God, and do what He does, and say what He says. A godly mother must study the 

truths of Scripture, the doctrines of the Reformed faith, in order that she might now how to do this. 

 

The Calling of the Husband 
The husband’s calling is to love his wife, and to give himself for her, even as Christ gave His life 

for the church. What a different view this is from that of the men of the world, who treat women as 

playthings, things they can use for their own gratification and then toss away, just as Amnon tossed 

away Tamar. God says to the young man, “It is your calling to imitate Christ, Who willingly gave His 

life for His Bride, Who put His wife’s needs before His own, even when this meant He had to suffer the 

accursed death of the cross. 

Jesus Christ, the Bridegroom, continues to give Himself to His bride. Ephesians 5:26 points out that 

Christ continues, sabbath after sabbath, to stand in front of His bride the church, washing His beloved 

wife with the Word. Similarly, it is the calling of the husband to wash his wife with the Word. Many 

think it is the calling of the man simply to put on the table the physical bread, to provide his wife with 

the physical things she needs for her physical well-being. Although it is, indeed, the calling of the man 

to provide his wife with the physical things she needs, it is far more important that he provide her with 

the spiritual things she needs. 

The husbands in the church are called to be hard workers in the kingdom of Christ. They are to 

work diligently to bring home the spiritual food for their wives and families. After a man sits down 

with his wife and partakes with her of the physical food he has worked to provide, he then must open 

the Scriptures and provide his wife with the spiritual food she needs. He must not merely read the 

Scriptures; he must explain the Scriptures. 

The husband stands as the head of his wife. If a woman does not understand something that is set 

forth in the preaching of the Word of God, she is supposed to ask her husband at home. When she does 

this, it is the responsibility of the husband to provide his wife with the answer she needs. If he does not 

know the answer, he must do what it takes to find the answer. It is the husband’s responsibility to 

ensure that his wife is growing in her knowledge of the Reformed faith, and that she is able to defend 

that faith over against the many enemies that will come against her. This means a husband must be able 

to explain the Word of God. He must be able to see how Christ crucified is set forth throughout the 

Scriptures. Only in this way will he be able to wash his bride with the Word of God, so that she 

spiritually becomes more and more beautiful, reflecting from the heart the perfections of her risen 

Lord. 

For a man to be able to do this, he must dig into the truths of the Reformed faith, especially as they 

have been set forth systematically in our Reformed creeds. He has to be a man who reads good 

theological works, and who loves to discuss these matters with others. This is the kind of man a godly 

woman ought to seek. This is the kind of man that glorifies God as a mighty warrior in His kingdom.❖ 
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