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Jan de Bakker (also known as Johannes Pestering) was the first martyr for the Reformation in The 

Netherlands. He was born in 1499 in the Dutch town of Woerden, and he died at the stake on 

September 15, 1525 in The Hague. You see here the State Reformed Church of the village of 

Woubrugge (in his days it was called Jacobswoude), where he began to preach the Reformation, 

refusing to continue work as a Roman Catholic priest. He had studied in Leuven, where Erasmus was 

his teacher, became priest in Utrecht, but criticized the Roman Catholic teachings. Then he went to 

Woerden, though the bishop of Utrecht commanded him to appear for a tribunal to defend his 

viewpoints. He was arrested, but liberated by the population, who believed he was right. Then, in 1523, 

he paid a visit to Wittenberg, where he spoke with Dr. Martin Luther. When he came back, he was 

again commanded to appear in Utrecht and refused. Instead, he started to travel to all the towns and 

villages of South Holland and North Holland, preaching the Reformation. In Delft he visited Rev. 

Cornelis Hoen and Rev. Willem Gnapheus, who were locked up in prison, and encouraged them in the 

faith. In 1524 he went to the city of Haarlem, where the people were quite happy with his preaching. 

But the bishop of Utrecht was furious and when he visited Woerden in May 1525 he was arrested and 

was brought to the notorious prison “De Gevangenpoort” in The Hague. He was interrogated four 

months by a variety of Roman Catholic theologians. He was steadfast in his defense of the Word of 

God and explained again and again that the rules and regulations of Rome are not in accordance with 

the Scriptures. On September 11 he was condemned and given over to a judge. Four days later he was 

strangled and burned to death as a heretic. The church in Woubrugge is in fact rebuilt, with a stone of 

remembrance in the wall, mentioning the particulars of the life of Jan de Bakker. You see the entrance 

at the riverside, and the back of the building from a distance between the trees. ♦ 
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