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January 1 Read Psalm 79:1-4, Psalter 216:1-4. 
[The heathen Assyrians inhabit Jerusalem, giving way to a bloody physical slaughter of the saints 

of God, causing God’s people to pray for the destruction of the heathen. Tyranny and death have come 

upon Israel. 

“The heathen have come into Thine inheritance; Thy holy temple they have defiled.” (Psalm 79:1). 

In this connection, read Jeremiah 22:7-9. Forsake not the covenant!] 

Read Psalm 78:33-35. We are given answers to Israel’s trouble. When God slew Israel by the hand 

of the heathen through chastisement and correction, then they sought Him. They remembered that God 

was their Rock and Strength. 

Do we remember our Sovereign God on a daily schedule? Do we bring Him to mind throughout 

each passing day? We must not forget our Creator. We need prayer. We need diligent study of Scripture. 

We need Christ—our Rock and High Tower. As we live in the final days of history, we need to be alert 

concerning our calling to live antithetical lives, to know our sin and misery, to live against sin and those 

around us that hate Christ and His kingdom. (Read Malachi 4: 1-4). Seek Christ and grow in your faith 

for the wicked shall be destroyed. The inheritance is ours! 

 

January 2 Read Psalm79:5-9, Psalter 216:1-2 
[“...smite the kingdoms that defy Thee.” (Psalter 216:2). 

“Pour out Thy wrath upon the heathen that have not called upon Thee, and upon the Kingdoms that 

have not called upon Thy Name.” (Psalm 79:6; Read also Isaiah 37: 22-23)*.] 

In verse 9, Israel asks for the purging away of their sins and for salvation. We also read of this 

purging in Psalm 44: 7-18,26: “Arise for our help and redeem us for Thy mercies’ sake.” Israel seeks 

God’s deliverance from evil. Do we seek our deliverance? Do we seek out the mercies of Christ 

through prayer and supplication? Do we cry the words of Psalm 74:2?—“Remember Thy congregation, 

which Thou hast purchased of old; the rod of Thine inheritance.” 

Although we must seek God’s deliverance in the battle, we must also obey our Lord by fighting the 

battle of faith against our enemies. These enemies can also be found within the sphere of the covenant, 

make no mistake about it! We are under a spiritual attack! As Israel found themselves under the 

physical oppression of Assyria from the outside, so we can find ourselves under attack from within the 

walls of Zion. (Read Psalm 74:4). Therefore, we must live antithetically which means suffering 

reproach. “Help us and deliver us, O God of our salvation!” (Psalm 79:9). 

 

January 3 Read Psalm79:10-13, Psalter 216:1-3 
[“And render unto our neighbours sevenfold into their bosom their reproach, wherewith they have 

reproached Thee, O Lord.” (Psalm 79:12).] 

Here Israel cries for justice. The cry is heard throughout the ages and today continues to be the cry 

of the redeemed people of God in the presence of pain and physical persecution in distant lands of the 

world. Oppression is the lot of the redeemed as they fight the battle of faith. 

God’s people also have to battle their sinful nature as well as their actual sins—a battle which is a 

struggle for each child of God. We are aware of it. We are aware of the battle. Israel of old was aware 



of it. From a physical point of view, Israel was brought low. From Israel’s example, we can see that the 

enemies of God are always strong. And we are often found so weak. Yet, God’s Word tells us to trust in 

Him. Rejoice and be glad! Our pilgrimage here on the earth is short in comparison to the eternal life of 

Christ’s inheritance which is given to us through our Intercessor’s perfect redeeming work, death and 

ascension. Therefore, we can say, “Israel is mine inheritance,” and, “We belong to Christ.” (Isaiah 

19:25; Hosea 2:23). 

 

January 4 Read Psalm 79:1-13, Psalter 216:1-4 
While studying this passage, meditate upon these texts: 

The remnant of Jacob is among the Gentiles. (Read Micah 5:7-8). We are counted in the elect line. 

(Read Romans 11:5). God will smite the wicked in His fury. (Micah 5:15). Our God delights in mercy. 

(Micah 7:18). Mercy and judgment is for the benefit of the elect. Give thanks to God for His gracious 

gift to us. Live lives of thankfulness and praise. Show forth His praise to all generations. (Read Psalm 

79:13) 

[“Let children learn Gods righteous ways and on Him stay their heart, that they may not forget His 

works nor from His ways depart.” (Psalter 215:6).] 

 

Devotionals on Psalm 80 by Susan Adams  

January 5 Read Psalm 80, noting especially vs.1-4. 
Psalm 80, from which Psalters 218 through 221 are taken, is a prayer written by Asaph for God’s 

blessing on His chosen nation. Asaph may be pleading especially for the ten tribes of Israel who 

separated from Judah and deserted the true worship of God. Asaph calls on God as the Shepherd. He 

leads and loves His people who depend on Him as helplessly as a flock of sheep. God dwells between 

the cherubim, mighty over the hosts of angels. We can trust Him for all our needs in every aspect of 

life! Read or sing Psalters 218:1, 219:1, 220:1, and 221:1. 

 

January 6 Read Psalm 80:5-7 and Numbers 6:25ff. 
In Psalm 80 we see the repeated refrain “Restore us, cause Thy face to shine on us, and we will be 

saved!” Notice the similar words in the passage from Numbers which is the benediction often prayed in 

our worship services. We know that our only comfort and deliverance from the sorrows of this life is 

God’s grace. Think of someone you love, a family member or a good friend. You would not want to do 

or say something which would offend that person, would you? No, your good relationship with that 

person makes you very happy. Our ultimate joy is in living with God’s face always shining on us, 

which we will have fully in heaven. Read/sing Psalters 218:2, 220:2, and 221:2. 

 

January 7 Read Psalm 80:8-11 and Psalm 1. 
God’s people are pictured as a flourishing plant God delivered Israel from slavery in Egypt, and 

strengthened them to conquer the enemy inhabitants of Canaan. He tends to His elect like a gardener. 

The whole history of the world is centered on the good of the Church. (Rom. 8:28) God established 

Israel in the Promised Land. This makes us think of our hope for the final Home God prepares for us in 

Heaven. Are you living daily with this hope in your heart? Read/sing Psalters 218:3 and 220:3. 

 

January 8 Read Psalm 80:12-14 and Psalm 81. 
Why would God seem to cast off His nation Israel, after He had delivered their fathers mightily? 

Israel had turned against Him, and would not hear the prophets He sent. God sends His people trials to 

make them look to Him alone. Over and over in their history the Israelites fell into sin and God left 

them open to attacks from enemies. This judgment brought His people to humble themselves and see 

their need of Him. Each of us experience this pattern of falling into sin in our own lives, don’t we? Let 



us not deny God in pride and hope to avoid the consequences of our disobedience. Read/sing Psalters 

218:4 and 220:4. 

 

January 9 Read Psalm 80:15-17 and Isaiah 11. 
The “Branch” in this Psalm refers not only to the nation of Israel but the Son, Jesus. The Psalmist 

pleads to God for the sake of His own Glory! He must protect and preserve the vine and punish the 

enemies so that the promised Savior could come forth from the line of Jacob and David! We must 

acknowledge that all God’s works are for His own good, not just our convenience. When we honor 

Him first we can be confident our prayers are heard. Read/sing Psalters 218:5 and 220:5. 

 

January 10 Read Psalm 80:17-19 and Philippians 3:13-21. 
It is common to make resolutions at the beginning of each new year. The promise to follow God 

and call on Him is the most meaningful vow we can make, and we can expect His blessing if we keep 

it. We continue all our lives to renew this promise and prayer for revival in our spirit. We resolve this in 

our hearts each time we take the Lord’s Supper. Each day we must ask God to turn us to Him again so 

that we can live before Him. Read and sing Psalters Psalters 218:6,219:2,220:6, and 221:3. 

 

Devotionals on Psalm 81 & Psalter #222 by Ryan Hanko  

January 11 Read Psalter 222:1, Psalm 81:1-2. 
The first verses of this Psalm are the preface of a song of thanksgiving, which is intended for public 

recitation at one of the great public festivals—either the Passover or the Feast of Tabernacles. The 

people of God are not to stand deaf and dumb in His house; but rather are to make an open profession 

of their piety, to show forth the unity of their faith, and join with one accord in praising God. What is 

our praise? We praise the God of our deliverance—by His “mighty hand and stretched-out arm,” He 

has saved us from Egypt, leads us on our pilgrimage through this wilderness of sin, and finally leads us 

to our home in the Canaan that He has prepared for us. He promises to do this as the God of Jacob—the 

God of the covenant that He has made with Himself and His elect in Christ. 

 

January 12 Read Psalter 2223, Psalm 81:3-5a. 
What a great privilege we have in that we are able to keep the commandments of God! God has 

given them to us as the standard by which we live as a means of thankfulness for His great gift of 

salvation. The word “testimony” could just as well be translated “covenant”—so the law is part of the 

covenant that God has made. Is it a chore to get up on Sunday morning and go to God’s house and to 

spend time every day in His presence? If it is, then, because you have lost sight of the heart of the law, 

it is no longer the law of liberty, but of bondage. Though the keeping of the law is our duty, it should 

also be our greatest delight. What a joy it truly is to worship God as He has commanded. Do we not 

love to hear Christ speaking to us in the preaching, to talk to Him in prayer, and to sing the songs of 

Zion and hear them played on musical instruments? 

 

January 13 Read Psalter 222:3, Psalm 8l:5b-7. 
God is speaking here now, giving the reason why He has the right to demand praise and worship of 

His people. Israel in the O.T. was a picture of the church of God throughout all the ages. God brought 

Israel out of the land of Egypt to save them out of the hand of The Wicked One and his allies, wicked 

men. He did this after they cried to him under the weight of their bondage. God, through His Holy 

Spirit, made them see that the bondage of Egypt was a picture of the bondage of sin; and that servitude 

to the Egyptians was a picture of servitude to the Devil. He gave them grace to see this and to cry to 

Him. Then, for the sake of the promised mercies of Christ, He conquered Pharaoh and His hosts and 

led His people out of bondage toward the promised land. But the way to the promised land was through 



the trials and tests of the desert. So our pilgrimage in this world will not be easy; yet we know that this 

“proving” will strengthen our faith. 

 

January 14 Read Psalter 222:4, Psalm 81:8-9. 
What! Are we so foolish that we act sometimes as deaf men and pretend that we cannot hear God? 

Yes, whenever we fall into sin, we cannot stand to hear His words and His reproof. Our nature, as it is 

in Adam, hates to be told that it is wrong. We, by nature, hate the truths and laws of God, which 

condemn us and “cut us to the quick”. So, time and again, God must come to us in grace and mercy and 

open our ears to hear what He has to say to us. Only in the way of paying attention to what He has to 

say will we learn how we must worship and praise Him. He is the One and Only God of heaven and 

earth. He is jealous of His honor and will tolerate no infringement of it through worship of another. Our 

God and Father is the One on whom we must lean and in whom we must put our trust. If we truly know 

God then we know that He is the only God. He who truly knows God will have no desire to worship 

another. 

 

January 15 Read Psalter 222:5, Psalm 81:10. 
God has proved His power and His goodness to us by delivering us from bondage. Having led us 

out into this barren wilderness, He will not leave us to starve or to try to fend for ourselves; but, instead 

will feed us with manna from heaven. God does not try to “force- feed” us, but instead makes our souls 

willing to open up to partake of all the riches and blessings of heaven. Let us not be like the rest of 

mankind; which, either from disgust, or pride, or madness, refuses to eat of the blessings of God. 

Instead, let us go to the foot of the throne of God, where, whatever are the needs of God’s people, there 

is an abundance of grace for supplying and satisfying our every need. Then we have the promise and 

oath of God Himself, “I am the bread of life, he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that 

believeth on me shall never thirst.”—John 6:35 (It is well worth reading this entire chapter, which is 

concerned throughout with revealing to us the true Bread of Life.) 

 

January 16 Read Psalter 222:6, Psalm 81:11-12. 
God’s curse is on those who knowingly depart from the truth that they have heard and seen. The 

judgment of God is much more severe on those who have been in the church of God and willingly turn 

their back on it, than on those who have never heard the gospel preached but yet have seen God’s 

revelation in creation. Let us not forget, however, that the same spirit of apostasy is in all of us; and it is 

only grace that has prevented us from turning aside from the Lord. Let us take warning from the 

terrible judgment that God pronounces on such people. There is no retribution of God more severe than 

His abandoning people to their own sinful natures. When God no longer guides their thoughts and 

works, they can do nothing else than follow their own foolish counsels—counsels which lead them on 

the road to eternal separation from God and everlasting condemnation. Let us pray to God that, when 

we sin, He will not give us over to them; but, rather, that He will give us the grace to repent of our sins 

and look to Him as our Guide on the pathway to eternal glory. 

 

January 17 Read Psalter 222:7, Psalm 81:13-14. 
Once again, God must come to us with the admonition to pay attention to what He is trying to teach 

us. This shows us how weak our flesh really is! How often, when we are worshipping God, do not our 

thoughts and attention stray far away from Him! Sometimes, when we have fallen into sin, God will 

not give us temporal blessings, because our state of mind and heart would turn them into moral and 

spiritual curses. It is the grief of love that it must restrain the gifts lest they be misused. Sin strips us of 

our armor, and leaves us naked before the assaults of our enemies. Sin cannot overthrow us unless we 

have first overthrown ourselves. Sin costs us a great deal. It not only takes away from what we 

presently have, but it also prevents us from gaining the knowledge and blessings of God. Yet the 



promise of God is that, through faithfulness, He will carry us in His arms through the battle, driving our 

enemies before Him and us, and preventing any harm from coming on us. 

 

January 18 Read Psalter 222:8, Psalm 81:15. 
The wicked hate Jehovah because He is our Protector and because He is the Source of all good. 

They desperately desire to destroy us (and God through us), because they cannot stand to see 

themselves condemned by the good. Yet, when we by the grace of God continue in His way, then our 

enemies lose all power against us. They cannot fight against the Almighty and Omnipotent God. He is 

the One who gives all men whatever power that they may have. We stand because God has made us 

holy; and nothing confirms a church or person like holiness. If we are firm in obedience, then we would 

be firmly established, firm in happiness, and we would have true prosperity. Then too, our hope for life 

everlasting in the kingdom of God and of His dear Son, would be assured to us, so that we might with 

longing look for the end of this world and the coming of our Lord and Savior. 

 

January 19 Read Psalter 222:9, Psalm 81:16. 
“Famine” is a word that is completely unknown to the people of God. We are fed with the richest 

food that God can supply, and have an overwhelming abundance of it for our daily diet. All our earthly 

needs are filled, as is signified by the wheat. But also, and far more importantly, our spiritual needs are 

filled by Christ the Rock of our salvation. Our sweetest blessings and joys and pleasures flow from the 

grace of God poured out on His people for the sake of the cross of Calvary. There God gave to us the 

greatest revelation and manifestation of His love for us when He sent His Only, Begotten Son to open 

the way to heaven, that heaven itself would open up and flood the souls of God’s people with every 

blessing conceivable and even more than that. So, as we come to the end of this Psalm, let our prayer to 

God be, that He will give us the grace to remain faithful to the end so that we may through His grace 

make the confession of the apostle Paul. II Timothy 4:7, 8—“I have fought a good fight, I have finished 

my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 

Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love 

His appearing.” 

 

Devotionals on Psalm 82-84 by John Huizenga  

January 20 Read Deuteronomy 1:1-17; Psalm 82:1,2. 
This Psalm is somewhat unusual in that it is a sermon of admonition to those whom God gave 

authority to judge. Let us not forget that even in the way of admonition we praise God. Even by 

speaking and singing the truth of God’s word, we give praise to God. The judge needs to remember 

always that the law of God is not his own law, but the law of God alone. He must not let the anger of 

men for the law of God prevent him from punishing the wicked. None of his judgment must be tainted 

or biased the status or ideas of men because it is the law of God. But the judges then and today treat the 

law as though it is a work of man that can be adjusted and twisted to suit particular human conditions. 

We witness the injustice of judges today who defend the mothers who murder unborn children and our 

anger is rightly stirred. Let us sing this song in righteous protest and in doing so render God praise and 

glory. Sing Psalter 223:1.  

 

January 21 Read Deuteronomy 10:12-22; Psalm 82:3-5. 
Another time when sin takes a heavy toll on righteous judgment is when money is involved. 

Perhaps the judge is unwilling to consider the cause of someone who is poor and insignificant because 

he feels that he has more important cases to deal with. Perhaps bribes tempt him to reward the wicked 

with good. In light of the truth of God’s sovereign grace toward us we must be ever so careful not to 

treat with honor those who are able to give us something in return, and treat with spite or indifference 

those who have nothing for us. We had nothing to give to God, in fact we were enemies of God in our 



sin, but God in sovereign love chose us to be his. Let us be willing to give without seeking something 

in return. Sing Psalter 223:2. 

 

January 22 Read Exodus 22:1-29; Psalm 82:6-8. 
The judges have great power but they must remember that they are men who will die and be judged 

by God. The great power a judge has is indicated by the fact that they are called “gods.” They have 

been given authority which comes from God alone to do that which God has power and authority to do. 

In the Psalter we sing the truth that God has called them and given them this high position. But with a 

high calling comes great responsibilities. We all bear these responsibilities to some degree as parents 

and office bearers in the church. Let us all render just and prayerful judgment toward one another. May 

we also come to God to plead our cause when we have been unjustly judged. Sing Psalter 223:3. 

 

January 23 Read Ads 17:1-9; Psalm 83:1-2. 
When the wicked understand the truth of the word of God, they become angry and violent. Paul and 

Silas made the word of God plain through sound and careful preaching and brought the wrath of the 

wicked upon them. David also when he walked in humble submission to the will of God provoked the 

wrath of the wicked. These men did not go out with the purpose to provoke a violent reaction, but the 

simple truth of God’s word in the ears of wicked men will cause this reaction. May our preachers and 

personal walk of faith be such that the hearts of the wicked are pricked. Then we also will come to God 

as dear children seeking refuge in Him. In this way God is glorified and makes known to His people is 

grace and power. Sing Psalter 224:1. 

 

January 24 Read Colossians 3:1-17; Psalm 83:3-4. 

David calls the people of God “hidden ones” a number of times in the Psalms. The idea is not that 

God hides his people from the world. The context makes this clear for the clear presence of God’s 

people is what stirs up the wrath of the wicked. He does shield and protect them, but we are always 

exposed to the world as a testimony of the wondrous work of God. We are not hidden from the world 

until we are buried in the grave. What is hidden from the world is our covenant relationship of 

friendship with God. It is our spiritual life that is hidden, the life which manifests itself in a life in this 

world of obedience to God. Like the Holy Spirit, our spiritual life is like the wind which is invisible, 

but powerful. Against such life the world fights in blind madness. Sing Psalter 224:2. 

 

January 25 Read Revelation 17:1-14; Psalm 83:5-8. 
The list of enemies in today’s reading is well summarized in the Psalter as “Thy ancient foe.” 

Though the enemies of the church throughout history have been many and varied, they all are united in 

their purpose to destroy the counsel of God for the gathering of His people into the church. Today also, 

the people of God are attacked by many different enemies that hate the church because it cleaves to the 

truth of God’s word. Even so, by the providence of God, they have been unable to unite into one mind 

and will remain so until the day of antichrist. Then will be the day when the Lamb will reveal the 

power of God to destroy the enemy. Essentially the enemy fights against God, and God will make 

known his sovereignty in their eternal destruction. Sing Psalter 224:3. 

 

January 26 Read Judges 7; Psalm 83:9-12. 
The Old Testament is filled with pictures of the coming salvation of Christ. Israel, which was the 

church of the Old Testament confronted heathen nations which were pictures of sin and death. God 

taught his people in these battles that He alone was able to deliver them from their enemies. These 

battles were all pictures of Christ dying on the cross to pay for sin and destroy the power of sin. Now 

we do not long to see more pictures because we have the real thing: deliverance from sin in Christ. We 

do not hope for physical warfare where we can go out and kill wicked people and destroy wicked 



nations like in the days of Israel. But the pictures do help us to see that great spiritual battle which took 

place on the cross and still takes place each day in our hearts. For this reason we still cherish the Old 

Testament, teach the stories to our children, and sing the Psalms. Sing Psalter 224:4. 

 

January 27 Read Matthew 3:1-12; Psalm 83:13-14. 
David prays for the destruction of the wicked using the language of the farmer harvesting wheat. 

The kernels are gathered up with the stem and husk. They endure a tremendous thrashing which 

separates them from the chaff. Then a mighty blast of wind sends the chaff away for destruction and 

gathers the kernels for safe keeping. The prayer is heard and Christ Himself repeats the language to 

show that He is the answer to the prayer of David and the church as a whole. Presently He harvests and 

threshes the wheat. He gathers the elect into heaven and blows the reprobate into the consuming fires of 

hell. May we rejoice in the victory of Christ and look forward to the final glory of the church. Sing 

Psalter 83:5. 

 

January 28 Read Isaiah 42:1-16; Psalm 83:15-18. 
Men worship many different gods. These are gods that men adore and fear whether they be riches 

or things in this world, or powers in their imaginations. But there is one who alone is to be worshiped 

as God, and His name is Jehovah. His name means that He is the creator of heaven and earth, and the 

covenant friend of His people. In covenant fellowship with Him alone is joy, peace, contentment, and 

salvation. Apart from Him is confusion, fear, and shame. No matter how hard men may look, no matter 

how sophisticated man becomes, he will not find contentment and the joy prepared for man in any 

other place. All the searching and troubles that God sends upon wicked man confirms there is no God 

but Jehovah. Let us look to him alone and give Him thanks for His salvation. Sing Psalter 224:6. 

 

January 29 Read Revelation 21; Psalm 84:1,2. 
Do you long to be where God is, or would you rather be somewhere where God could not see you? 

Perhaps you feel indifferent and have neither an overwhelming desire to dwell in the tabernacle of God 

nor to hide from the presence of God. A strong desire for the presence of God is the sign of a spiritually 

healthy child of God. David was not always healthy, and neither are we. Sin constantly distracts our 

attention, weakens our appetite for fellowship with God, or even ties our hearts into revulsion of the 

house of God. A lack of desire for God and worship with the saints in church is reason for us to worry 

and come to God in a prayer of repentance. We must pray for a hunger and thirst for God. Sing Psalter 

225:1; 227:1; 229:1; 421:1. 

 

January 30 Read Matthew 23; Psalm 84:3. 
Watch the birds of the springtime as they search diligently for just the right place to build a nest. At 

last a place is chosen and they tirelessly carry grass, feathers, and mud to build a nest for their young. 

There in that place prepared perfectly for their precious young they care for their naked helpless baby 

birds without complaint. There is no better place for those baby birds as they seek the food and care of 

their parents. God calls us to see ourselves in those baby birds. God our Father has prepared for us a 

place where his people find perfect peace and contentment, and he sovereignly draws his children 

there. Though the world and apostate church may try to prevent this, God will accomplish his purpose. 

Do you seek the nest of the Lord? It is found in the cross where God reveals His great love for us. Sing 

Psalter 225:2; 227:2; 229:2; 421:2. 

 

January 31 Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Psalm 84:4-7. 
One remarkable virtue of the Christian is the turning of the sorrows of life into blessedness. The 

Christian does not do this himself, neither does it happen over night, but rather it is worked by God 

gradually until perfect culmination in heaven. The valley of Baca is literally “a valley of sorrows.” 



Even the valley of sorrows for the child of God who lives in close communion with God and the people 

of the church is turned into a well, i.e., a place where covenant fellowship is enjoyed and refreshing 

water is had. The way of sorrows is the way in which we experience the power of Christ most 

intimately. May we seek the grace of God to endure afflictions, and not merely bear them without 

complaining, but even to find the blessedness of the power of Christ there. Sing Psalter 225:3; 227:3; 

229:3; 421:3. 
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