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Me? A little child? 

Having read the title, perhaps you may conclude already that this article does not apply since 

you’re are not a little child anymore. Perhaps you wonder if the author is holding the young people in 

low esteem by calling them “little children.” 

Before we in haste turn the page, we must understand that this is a Word of God to all His little 

children of all ages. The “little children” include not only grandparents, but also include even very 

young children and particularly now the young people. It applies because we are God’s Covenant 

children, but we also all have our idols. 

As you begin 1999, what is your godly resolve? Your godly resolve may be completely in 

harmony with Scripture. That’s commendable. But, remember that Christ said that we cannot serve two 

masters. We cannot nor may we attempt to sojourn through 1999 trying to maintain that godly resolve 

and have our idol hidden under the saddle. 

“Little children, keep yourselves from idols!” (I John 5:21) 

The Bible gives us many examples of idol gods of the heathen. For example, in the Old 

Testament, there was Dagon, who was the god of the Philistines. There was the worship of Baal and 

Asherah which Jezebel introduced into Israel from Phoneica. There was the idol Molech, who was the 

god of the Ammonites. This was an idol whose worship included the sacrifice of children. In the hot 

iron arms of the idol, little children would be placed by parents to roast over a fire which was below the 

arms of the idol. There was also the idol Chemosh, who was the god of the Moabites. In the New 

Testament, there was the idol goddess of Dianna which was found in Ephesus. Today one finds that 

many still bow to the idol of Buddha. 

Those idols all had one thing in common. They were the work of men’s hands. A man cut down 

a tree or chiseled a stone. Another man shaped it. Another man covered it in gold. A man hammered it 

together with nails. A man covered it with clothing of purple. A man built a temple in its remembrance 

and honour. Men fashioned these idols and their worship after their imagination and their will 

(Jeremiah 10:1-9). 

Not all make their idols out of wood and stone. The text does not limit itself to just idols of 

wood and stone. An idol is something which man makes and serves as his god. That god or idol is 

something creaturely which man exalts as his god. There are many examples of that today. 

Beaches are full of sun-worshipers. Some are obsessed with the tanning rays of the sun as 

though that will give them happiness and identity. 

Some make a god out of animals. There are those in the world who regard a cow as sacred and 

holy. 

Some worship other people. Teenagers define their life in terms of a movie star. They 

consecrate and dedicate themselves to that individual. They revere even the sweat of the movie star’s 

hand so that after having shaken hands with the movie star, they vow never to wash their hands for 

months. 

There are the idols of the sports world. Bedroom walls are plastered with pictures of the icons 

of the sports world. Young men try to imitate or even impersonate the walk, the talk, and the bad 

attitude of these gods of baseball, basketball, football, golf, hockey, motor sports, and soccer. 

Some consecrate themselves to a specific sport. They find their happiness and identity in the 

vanity of sports. The result is that their life is nothing outside the rink, the field, the course, or the 

driver’s seat. 



Some make idols out of money or earthly possessions. They trust that those things will give 

them standing and reputation. They begin to think that their life consists in those things. They put their 

trust in their money to supply their daily bread. 

Some little children make an idol out of Nintendo. They covet after the latest gadget, the latest 

joystick, and the latest version. They waste hours fanatically consecrated to the blips and bloops of the 

altar of Nintendo. 

Others worship a false god of their own doctrine. They take the revelation of the one true God 

in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son Who came into our flesh (I John 5:20), twist that revelation, and 

worship that image as their god. 

On and on our list of examples could go. 

But, there is one more idol to consider. This idol you do not find out there. You see him 

everyday. Yes, you see him in the bathroom mirror. We make an idol of self! We exalt our wisdom and 

ideas. We set ourselves up as god. We wash and brighten our righteousness. We preen our pride. 

Little children, no idols! 

No, not even one! 

Let us not think that we can attempt to serve the Father and idols. Let us not think that we can 

get away with serving idols. We cannot. 

Sure, parents may not see through the walls of your bedroom. They may not see you watch the 

evil drama on television. None may see us read that dirty book or page through the immoral magazine. 

No, they cannot see under the saddle at the idol god beneath. Perhaps we think we can hide our idol 

gods as Rachel did beneath her saddle. 

Little children, no idols! 

No, not even that hidden one which I, your Father, can see! I see through not only the walls of 

your bedroom, but also the walls of your heart. 

Before this command and our Righteous Father Who speaks it, we realize by the leading of the 

Spirit that we by nature are so dead in sin. By nature idol worshipers are so easily allured to worshiping 

men or other creatures. Do we not have our pet idol under the saddle, too? 

The Father says, “No idols!” 

Why? We are His children to live as He commands. We are the chosen and precious children of 

your heavenly Father. So precious are we to Him that He has loved us from eternity in Christ. So 

precious are we that He bought us with the precious blood of His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. By 

giving up His only begotten Son, He has delivered us from the power of the devil and from the bondage 

of sin and idol worship. Now, we belong solely to Him. He takes us as His own into His Family in 

Jesus Christ. Into us He works that life of new obedience unto Him. 

Yet it becomes plain, does it not, that we have only a small beginning of this new obedience? 

But, the Father is rich in mercy and longsuffering unto us. That forgiving mercy we undoubtedly will 

need in 1999 and beyond. We need the irresistible grace of God in Jesus Christ to keep us from the 

idols without and within. Only by that grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone can and 

must we keep ourselves faithful to our only Master, our heavenly Father. Though we will fall into 

temptation to serve idols, we must not despair of God’s mercy nor continue in that sin, but by faith with 

all our hearts, souls, mind, and strength, destroy the idols. 

Then in trust of God’s mercy and grace, little children, let us fear God! Let us love Him alone! 

That love includes, first of all, that we acknowledge the Father daily as the source of all that we 

need daily in body and soul. That is what little children do. When hungry or thirsty, they ask mother for 

food. When sick, they run to mother for medicine. When fearful, they run to father for protection and 

comfort. When in the arms of father or mother, there is contentment and trust. Likewise, must we by 

faith flee from idols and into the arms of the Father for His perfect care and comfort. When hungry for 

the righteousness of Christ, go to the Father. When bruised by a fall into sin, go the Father who heals 

and lifts up in mercy. When fearful of the allurements of this world, go to the Father in the sanctuary of 



prayer for refuge. When fearful and anxious about the future, go to the Father with all your cares for 

peace, contentment, and guidance according to His Word. 

Secondly, that love includes a desire to know Him more and more. Love of the Father is 

knowledge of Him in the truth. In 1999, do you desire to grow in the knowledge of the Father. The little 

child of the Father learns to say “yes” because to know the true God is eternal life (I John 5:20). 

Thirdly, this love means that we keep His commandments. That is not just keeping them in 

memory and ready for a regurgitation on a quiz in Heidelberg Catechism. Rather, this means keeping 

them in our hearts. Carefully watching our steps that our next step in life does not go closer to the idol 

which allures. In the way of those commandments, we will keep ourselves from idols and grow closer 

by faith unto God in true knowledge of Him. 

Finally, this means that we love one another also. One who does not love his brother in reality 

clings to an idol. He who loves not his brother does not love God, but only loves and clings to his idol. 

That is not the duty of the children of the Father. To the Father we must cling in faith and obedience. In 

so doing, little children, love your spiritual siblings, too. 

Therefore, in the home, the classroom, on the field, in the office, before the teacher, behind the 

backs of parents and teachers, in the church and before the world, let your godly resolve be to keep 

yourselves from idols. Let your godly resolve be to cling to the Father as our One, Only, True and 

Eternal Living God in Jesus Christ. 

May God’s grace and mercy be with us to be faithful and obedient little children in 1999. ♦ 
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