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We as Protestant Reformed young people have a blessed heritage. Will we sell our birthright as 

Esau for a mess of Pottage? Ask yourself how much your birthright as a child of God and inheritance as 

an heir of the promise mean to you. Are you willing to content for the faith once delivered to the saints? 

It is needful for Jude to exhort us as he exhorted the church. 

“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful 

for me to write unto you and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once 

delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). This is the faith our fathers died for and this is the faith the fathers 

of the Protestant Reformed Church were deposed for. 

To “contend” is to strive earnestly. It is the words of Paul to Timothy to: “Fight the good fight 

of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession 

before many witnesses. I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before 

Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession” (I Timothy 6:12- 13). As 

Christians we profess to be disciples of Christ. Are you willing to stand before the Pilates of this world 

and make a good profession? 

We as Christians are called to FIGHT. No, this does not mean to take up swords and spears in 

the physical sense: “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour on God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, 

and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the 

breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, 

taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And 

take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the spirit which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:12-17). 

God has promised that when we go before kings and rulers He will put words in our mouth. 

However, He does so by way of our faithfully studying and memorizing the Scripture. If you go into 

battle unprepared you WILL be defeated. 

You may say to yourself “Why contend for the faith when there is religious freedom and 

peace.” The devil, like the serpent, is more subtle than any creature. He crieth “peace, peace where 

there is no peace.” Be not deceived the warfare is not yet accomplished. The devil goes about as a wolf 

in sheep’s clothing, in the guise of ecumenicalism, charismaticism, liberalism.... 

Contend for the faith in the church, in school, and in the world. It is your duty as a member of 

the church to ensure that the truth is preached from the pulpits. Do you search the Scriptures as the 

Berians so that you can discern truth and error? Do you know the faith the Protestant Reformed Church 

holds to as expressed in the creeds? Most of the young people in our churches have had the privilege of 

attending Christian schools. Do you appreciate and take advantage of the distinctly Christian education 

you have had, enabling you to contend for the faith in college? 

Remember an important part of witnessing is your conversation. Conversation in the Bible 

means your whole way of life. Your confession is as sounding brass and a tinkling symbol if your life 

does not back it up: “Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I 

come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one 

mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; And in nothing be terrified by your adversaries: which 

is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you salvation, and that of God” (Philippians 1:27- 29). 

To those who keep the commands of God He promises his blessing. “Blessed are they which are 

persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall 

revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, 



and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which 

were before you” (Matthew 5:10-12). Contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. ❖ 
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