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I come as a messenger with a very serious message. That message is: the enemy is here. He is 

not far out in the distance, not even just at the gates, but here with us in our gathering! This enemy you 

can’t see, but nevertheless he is very real. And though it sounds perhaps silly, one might say that we 

can tell that he is here by the stench of hell which accompanies his presence. This enemy is Satan and 

his hosts. These represent an enemy that is intent on destroying us and all of the church of Jesus Christ. 

Probably you would prefer not to speak of such an enemy at the close of a day in which we 

have enjoyed wonderful fellowship together. We’ve had a good time today snowshoeing at Bear Lake. 

We hardly thought about enemies. We’ve rather rejoiced in our friendships: old friendships renewed, 

and new friendships made. We have had our physical activities—and now we are asked to consider an 

enemy! It seems almost too much for a day such as this. 

My speech tonight is going to be largely negative. Normally one ought not to be mostly 

negative in a speech. There ought to be something largely positive in it. But tonight this speech will be 

rather negative. In fact, I’m going to try to make it as negative as I can. I want to impress upon each of 

us the seriousness of this enemy we confront. The enemy is Satan and his fallen angels. 

Whenever any army confronts another, it is imperative that it recognizes precisely who the 

enemy is. He must know the area of the enemy’s strength, but also his weaknesses. If he knows the 

enemy and recognizes his battle plan, he is more able to prepare for the battle. And so it is true of the 

child of God. 

Christians would be fools to fail to recognize who the enemy really is. We think that we have no 

real enemies at present since we live in a land with religious freedom. Or we think of our enemies, 

when they show themselves, as Paul describes them: flesh and blood. These can put us in prison or kill 

us. We are concerned about such enemies—but by God’s grace we believe we shall be able to maintain 

the faith in spite of persecution. However, do we realize that the enemy we confront is far more 

dangerous than mere flesh and blood? 

We face spiritual entities, fallen angels, whom we cannot see. The apostle emphasizes that in 

verse 12 when he states, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood (which doesn’t strictly mean that 

we never wrestle against flesh and blood, but this is not the basic enemy), but against principalities and 

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 

There’s an array of fallen angels, a hierarchy: spirits of all different kinds, in different positions. And 

these are all united in a single purpose: to destroy the kingdom of God including the church of Jesus 

Christ. The enemy is Satan and his hordes of fallen angels! 

Such an enemy can do things that, perhaps, we can’t fully understand. These fallen angels have 

some access into the mind of a person. In the days of Christ there were those who were demon 

possessed so that a demon could even take over a human body: speak through him and perhaps work 

through him. You have read about those in the gospel accounts. With respect to Judas Iscariot, we read 

that when Christ tells Judas to do what he intended to do, we also read of the fact that Satan entered 

into Judas to move him to do this very thing. 

This enemy, these spiritual entities, have the ability to influence our thoughts. Satan and his 

cohorts would direct our thoughts into paths of sin. However, we must not say, “The devil made me do 

it.” That’s a popular bumper sticker. We may not first blame the devil. When we do evil deeds, it’s 

because we desire to do it. We provide openings for Satan to affect and influence our thoughts. But we 



must be aware that the enemy seeks to attack the church of Jesus Christ by affecting our thoughts. We 

face that kind of enemy. 

The Word of God tells us that we have to be mindful of that enemy. We have to watch for him. 

In fact, in the Old Testament one reads oftentimes of the watchmen on the walls of Zion. Ezekiel 33:7 

says, “So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel therefore thou shalt 

hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me.” The watchman stood on the top of the wall. He 

would overlook the whole of the valley. If an enemy would approach, he would see them in the 

distance. He must shout his warning to the army within the walls of the city. But if that watchman fell 

asleep on the job, and didn’t warn the people of the city, and the enemy approached, and perhaps even 

entered into the open gates of the city, many would be destroyed. Perhaps the city would be captured. 

But the blood of those who were slain would be placed upon the watchmen on the walls of Zion. He 

didn’t warn when it was required. 

That’s what the Word of God demands too. Today there are watchmen on the walls of Zion. 

First of all these are the preachers who have to proclaim the Word of God from the pulpit. Also the 

elders who have to rule in the midst of the church are the ones that must shout out the warning. 

“There’s the enemy! He is not just far in the distance, but nearby!! Here!!” These must warn the people 

of God of the dangers that the church faces from that enemy. Eph. 6 reminds us of that fact. In verse 12, 

especially, we are told that this enemy represents a hierarchy of fallen spirits who through devious and 

clever means would seek to destroy the faith. 

We have to note too the tactics of such an enemy. If an army is to confront an enemy, the 

general must be aware of tactics the enemy will likely use. If the enemy might use biological or 

chemical weapons, the general knows what he must do. He will make sure that there is a gas mask for 

every soldier. He will provide every soldier with an inoculation against biological weapons. Of if the 

general anticipates that bombs are to fall, he would provide some sort of shelter. There must be a 

defense against the attack of the enemy. 

So it is with the child of God. Satan is indeed clever.  And yet in all of his cleverness, he has not 

been able to hide the method of his attack. Knowing this, one can be properly prepared and protected. 

There are two principal tactics that Satan inevitably uses very effectively. We must know what 

these are. They are so obvious, perhaps, that I hardly need mention them. Many, however, ignore or 

overlook Satan’s battle-plans. The Bible exposes and explains these. 

In the first place, we go to Paradise where Satan sought to deceive Adam and Eve. He came in 

the serpent and spoke first to Eve. What was his modus operandi there? Mind you, he was trying to 

attack perfect people. One might say that Satan must be extremely clever in order to get them to fall. So 

what did he say? You’ve heard it often. In essence Satan says this, “Yea hath God said....” He 

questioned God’s Word. He did it in such a way that Eve first, and then Adam, listened—and 

disobeyed. Eve ate of the forbidden tree. He had created doubt in her mind about what God said: “Yea 

did God say they might not eat of all of the trees of the garden?” And after Satan created doubt, Eve 

begins to question God’s Word. She responds, “God said we may not eat it, nor touch it (God had not 

said that), lest we die (God did not say that; ye shall surely die, God said).” It was truly a clever and 

deceptive attack: “Yea, did God say?” 

I want to emphasize that this is the basic attack that Satan uses, not only in Paradise, but 

throughout the ages. Remember that! 

Allow me to give you some examples of the methods Satan uses along the lines which he used 

first in Paradise. You all know that there are all kinds of religions in this world: Mohammadism and 

their Koran, the Jehovah Witnesses who have their own variation of the Bible, and the Mormons with 

their Book of Mormon. Each of these have a “bible.” It is in some ways a bible that resembles the Bible 

we have. Satan would not have us throw away our Bibles—but will provide many other “bibles” to 

create confusion. Doubt arises: “What did God really say? Which “bible” accurately expresses the will 

of God? There are many today who say, “Yes, these all are religious people: Muslims, Mormons, and 



others are all serving God too. Some call Him by a different name: Allah, perhaps; but they are serving 

the same God. Satan seems so to affect even those within the churches with this line of reasoning that 

many say that Christianity is not the only way of salvation. Christ and His cross are not the only way of 

saving people. Satan would display a variety of religious products which in some ways resemble the 

original. Before long the claim is made that these products may differ slightly, but are all equally 

legitimate ways to God. 

Satan has created confusion in the church with the introduction of all kinds of translations of the 

Bible. One isn’t enough. King James is outdated, obviously, with all of its archaic words. So we need 

new translations. So now one person quotes from the NIV and another from the King James, another 

from the American Standard, or the New English. Increasingly the question arises, “Did God really say 

this?” Comparing the different translations, one recognizes that passages are omitted from some, 

important truths are distorted. Satan does not need to say, “Throw aside the Bible,” Satan says in effect, 

“Here’s a large number of different translations to help you understand what God said.” There is 

created confusion, doubt, and ultimately unbelief within the church. One asks, “What did God really 

say?” Increasingly, Scripture itself is questioned. Satan succeeds in creating doubt about what Scripture 

really said. 

Consider all of the issues which have divided the churches in recent years. There is the question 

concerning creation. Did He really create all things in six days of 24 hours? There is doubt concerning 

the miracles:  “Did He really mean to tell us in the Bible that the walls of Jericho fell down after the 

people marched around it seven days and seven times the seventh day? Did that really happen?” There 

is growing doubt about the historical accuracy of Scripture! You, young people, are going to face that 

sort of attack. One still has the Bible, but which one must we believe? “Yea, hath God said...” That has 

proved to be a very effective attack of Satan.   (To be continued) ❖ 
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