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By nature, all of us are children of disobedience. We all live in disobedience to God’s law. We, 

by nature, resist the order of God and all of His commandments. This evil disobedient nature which we 

have is that of our first parents. Adam and Eve (Gen. 2:16,17 and 3:6) disobeyed the explicit command 

of God not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. It was this disobedience of Adam that 

made us all sinners. In Romans 5:19 we read, “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made 

sinners so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” This sinful disobedient nature which 

we have puts us at enmity with God and affects our thoughts, words, and actions. 

We are disobedient in many ways. We are disobedient to God Himself when we refuse to 

submit to His will for us. Every day we break His perfect law. Every Sunday, when we sit under the 

preaching, our evil nature sits with us, and we find ourselves criticizing the very words of Christ 

coming to us. And if it is not the preaching, then maybe it is those who have special positions of 

authority in the Church that we are disobedient to. While it may not be in action, we surely have had 

disobedient thoughts and desires. 

During the week, we find that we have been disobedient to our parents. We cause strife in the 

home. We refuse to submit to our parents’ admonitions. We show our disobedience through our 

ingratitude and selfishness. We deny our parents the honor and respect they are due. 

And if it is not in the home, then maybe we have been disobedient to our employer. We exhibit 

our disobedience by performing the bare minimum of work. We constantly complain and slander the 

“boss” when he is not around to hear us. We can also show our disobedience to the civil officers which 

God has set over us. We become stubborn when the police officer pulls us over for speeding. We have 

unflattering names for those who rule over us. 

We must understand that disobedience is a terrible sin. It is not a sin, which we may take lightly, 

as though it counts very little in the sight of God. For disobedience, at its root, is the resistance of God 

Himself and a despising of His power and providence. We must understand that to disobey is to carry 

on war with God. This is not a light thing. “No one can resist God but to his own ruin, “notes John 

Calvin in his commentary on Romans 13:1,2. 

In I Samuel 15:23, disobedience, which is rebellion and stubbornness, is described in terms of 

witchcraft and idolatry. This was the description of Samuel to Saul, after Saul had “rejected the word of 

the Lord” (vs. 23). Witchcraft and idolatry are clearly terrible evils in the sight of God. 

The sin of disobedience flows from the sin of self-love. Self-love is the source of many vices. 

We read of these in II Timothy 3:1-4, where we have a description of the depths of the sinfulness of 

men in the last days. In verse 2 of that chapter we read, “For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 

covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy.” In verses 2-4 of 

that chapter, we are struck by the accuracy of those words. How descriptive of the world and those that 

surround us those verses are. People today, including even young children, are awash in self-love. Its 

seems as though everyone is lost in the pursuit of self-exaltation. And the vices which proceed from 

this self-love surround us also. Man has never been so proud. Man has never been so full of abhorrence 

towards authority. Man has never been so consumed with pleasure-seeking. And man has never 

possessed such a hatred towards those who do good. This is the world in which we live. These are the 

last days. 

But let us not dwell on this gloomy note. And let us remember that we are no longer children of 

disobedience and under the bondage of sin, but under grace and by grace we put on the new man (Col 

3:9,10); the new man which is renewed in knowledge. It is with this new man, renewed in knowledge 

that we see God as the source of all power and authority. There is no power apart from God. 



This is clearly established for us in Romans 13:1 where we read, “Let every soul be subject unto 

the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.” God is 

the source of all power and it is God who gives power to some and places some in places of authority 

over others. We read of this also in John 19:11 where Jesus answers Pilate with these words, “Thou 

couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above.” 

With this understanding in mind, we can see why we are to live in obedience. We are to live in 

obedience, because all obedience is obedience to God. If all authority is put in place by God, then all 

obedience to that authority is submission to God Himself. This is true whether the obedience is to 

parents, Church office bearers, employers, or the preaching. Likewise, all disobedience is rebellion 

against God Himself. 

We have a very high calling with regards to obedience. We are called to obey God and His 

written word as it is found in Scripture. To disregard His word, is to disobey Him directly. Further, we 

must submit ourselves to the preaching of His word. The preaching comes to us not as a suggestion or 

offer, but as a command with authority; the authority of God. Our response to the preaching is that of 

Matthew’s, recorded for us in Matthew 9:9 where we read, “And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he 

saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he 

arose, and followed him.” 

Our obedience is also shown to the special office bearers in the Church. We show our 

obedience to those men not only by obeying them, but also honoring them. Further, our obedience 

includes being teachable and having a readiness to obey. There is nothing more discouraging to 

ministers and elders than to see the ingratitude and coldness of those whom God has placed them over 

to watch. We must be diligent to guard against this sin of unthankfulness which characterizes so many 

in the Church today. Likewise, we must as I Thessalonians 5:13 instructs, “esteem them very highly in 

love for their work’s sake.” And in esteeming them highly we must remember that they rule over us “in 

the Lord” (vs. 12). 

Our calling of obedience also extends to the home. We are to obey our parents “in the Lord” as 

we read in Ephesians 6:1. Once again, the basis for our obedience is the authority given to our parents 

from God. This is the way that God has seen fit to order His world. It is “well pleasing unto the Lord” 

when obedience is shown to parents (Col. 3:20). Also connected to the home, is the school and 

teachers, who stand in the place of father and mother in the schools. To disobey a teacher is nothing 

less than to disobey father or mother. We must remember this. It is a terrible thing when parents allow 

their children to disobey and challenge the authority of teachers. Parents who do this, despise their own 

authority given to them of God and send a terrible message that God is pleased with disobedience, 

when in reality He despises it. 

Our employers also must be given the respect they are due. No matter how unreasonable they 

may seem to be in our own minds, we are called by God’s word to obey them, “not with eye service, as 

men pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God” (Col. 3:22). How difficult this is to do. 

Finally, we must also live a life of obedience to the civil officers God has placed over us. This 

can be very difficult because we are quick to see the sinfulness and hypocracy of almost everyone in 

civil government. But we must obey them and the laws which they make, because it pleases God to rule 

and govern us by them (I Peter 2:13-15). 

When we live in obedience and humble ourselves “under the mighty hand of God, “He will 

exalt us. This is an important truth. Our exaltation does not come in the way of self-love, self-

exaltation, and disobedience and defiance of authority, but only comes in the way of humility. For it is 

not in our power to bring about our exaltation, but it is the work of God. It is God who will exalt us in 

the way of humility and obedience. And it is God who provides us with grace sufficient to live in 

humility. ❖ 
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