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Question #33 

I would like to ask you a question. I am having a dispute with class members with the following 

question. What will happen at the end of the world, and can Christ come back any second, or do signs 

still have to happen? 

 

Answer #33 
When you ask about what will happen at the end of the world with the related question, I 

understand that you are talking about what will come to pass before Jesus returns upon the clouds of 

heaven in judgment to bring all his saints into the new heavens and new earth. There are many things 

that take place leading to the coming of Christ. These things are outlined for us in the Scripture. It is 

necessary to turn to the various Scripture passages that speak of those things that must come to pass in 

order to have a complete picture of that which takes place. I will not take the time in this question to 

expound all those Scriptures to you, but will direct you to study the prophecy of Daniel, the book of 

Revelation, the record of Jesus’ own words as to what must come to pass as recorded in Matthew 24 

and Mark 13, and also to the apostle’s explanations in the epistles of the Thessalonians. 

The signs given us by Christ of His coming in Matthew 24 must be taken quite literally. That 

which he teaches us speaks not only of the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, but as is obvious from 

His own words have their fulfillment at the end of this age. Jesus answers the specific question of his 

disciples, in Matthew 24:3-4 we read, “And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto 

him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and 

of the end of the world? And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.” 

Then we have the rather long and detailed answer as to what must first come to pass before the final 

judgment. 

Basically we have the signs that are seen in the working out of the history of this world with 

wars and rumors of wars, with the strife caused by the differences among men, between those that have 

and those that have not, etc. There shall be many and increasing signs of the coming judgment as seen 

in the earthquakes, and other great storms, the famine and pestilence’s that shall continue to increase in 

the midst of this earth, etc. As is evident from the book of Revelation, these increase in the history of 

the new dispensation until final they are means for the final destruction of man in this world. We find 

this in the increasing measure of these judgments as the seals are opened into the trumpets, and the 

trumpets finally bring forth the final vials of God’s wrath upon man. And then there are the specific 

main events that yet are unfolding and must be unfolded that Jesus speaks of which immediately 

precede the final destruction of this world and the coming of Christ to usher in the new heavens and 

new earth. 

There is the sign of the great apostasy that Jesus speaks of when He teaches us that the love of 

many shall wax cold. We read in Matthew 24:11-14 “And many false prophets shall rise, and shall 

deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that shall 

endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 

the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” Understand these two things 

happen together: 1) the true gospel of Christ is preached to all the world for a witness unto all nations, 

and 2) there is a growing number of false prophets who preach a false gospel that leads to great 

deception and falling away so that the true church becomes smaller and smaller while the apostasy or 

departure from the Scripture increases. 

Now we ought to understand that as far as the scope is concerned, the gospel has been preached 

to all nations. What remains for the faithful church in its missions is not the conversion of nations any 



more, the white horse of the book of Revelation has finished its course as to scope, the gospel has been 

brought to all nations. But in its missions the true church in its preaching is used of Christ to gather 

together the remaining elect remnant from those nations. We live in the day of the final gathering of the 

elect remnant and when the last child of God is born and gathered into the church under the Word Jesus 

will come. 

But at the same time apostasy grows and develops until Antichrist in all his evil deceit as the 

servant of Satan takes his place in the temple. That is he represents himself as the Savior of this world, 

and all men shall walk in obedience to him. That is, all except the true elect remnant. This work of 

Antichrist is outlined in various chapters of the book of Revelation, namely the 13
th

 and 17th as well as 

in the other passages of the Scriptures that we mentioned before. 

The power of antichrist shall be a political power, which will be concentrated in one ruler in the 

midst of this world. He shall have at his side another powerful leader the second beast of antichrist that 

shall lead all the religions of the world to promote the kingdom of antichrist. And it shall be a world 

power that shall stand opposed to the Christ of the Scripture, but shall present himself as savior of the 

world and as the one that should be served and worshipped. 

This power of antichrist is being developed with exceeding rapidity in the days in which we 

live, but still has not obtained his throne. The common economic drive, the policing of the whole world 

by the powers that be, the striving for world environmental reforms, the continuing cry for ecumenical 

unity among religions, etc. are all very present and declare the final manifestation of antichrist is 

drawing near. 

Then finally when antichrist has come to his full power and the whole world is united to serve 

him, then shall a great persecution come against the elect remnant that will not bow down and serve 

this antichrist. Jesus says that persecution will be greater than any ever before seen. So this must yet 

come to pass in all of its fullness. We should remember however Jesus words that those days then shall 

be shortened. They will not last long so that the elect may be kept safe. Matthew 24:22 “And except 

those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall 

be shortened.” 

Finally there shall be the battle of Armageddon when the pagan world nations shall arise against 

the nations of antichrist, the so called christian nations, and the universe shall break up. Then Christ 

will come in judgment to take His saints to the new heavens and new earth that comes forth from the 

present heavens and earth that perishes with fire, see II Peter 3. 

To answer then your second part of your question, No! Jesus will not come in the next few 

seconds!! 

Not even in the next few days or month’s for these signs must be fully revealed before He 

returns. This is His own word to us. But also we see from the above and a study of the Scripture and the 

observance of the history that is unfolding before us, He comes quickly. The signs are being rapidly 

revealed, and it would be foolish for us to think that Christ’s return is afar off, is many years or 

hundreds of years away. Christ is coming and He is coming quickly, and we pray, yea Lord Jesus, come 

quickly. For then we shall be delivered from this earth of sin and this body of death and will dwell with 

our Lord in the new heavens and the new earth forever. 
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