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Introduction 

If you were on a journey to a distant town and you had the directions of a friend to that city, 

what would happen if you forgot the directions? “A disaster!” you answer. Quite right you are. 

Now, consider the pilgrim and stranger in this earth on his earthly sojourn to that seemingly 

distant continuing city. What would happen if he would forget the way? What would happen if he 

would forget how to walk in that way? What would happen if he forgot why he is walking that way to 

the continuing city? What if he would forget how to fight along that pathway? 

To warn, instruct, and encourage young Reformed pilgrims and strangers in this earth upon their 

pathway, we are committed in this “new” rubric to what we find in II Peter 1:12. “Wherefore I will not 

be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be 

established in the present truth.” The Second epistle of Peter was written also to pilgrims and strangers. 

The viewpoint of II Peter is that it emphasizes the sojourner’s battle for the truth over against false 

doctrine and false teachers as we look for the coming of the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. As we watch 

for that day, it is above all necessary that we have the spiritual life, food, tools, wisdom, and strength to 

remain spiritually alert for that coming day. As the day of Christ approaches, more and more the attacks 

upon the truth as it lives in the hearts of God’s people increase in intensity and frequency. 

Because those are the days in which you live, do you share the same desire of the Apostle that 

you not lose steadfastness in the faith (II Peter 3:17)? Is that your concern as you live in an age of 

apostasy and increasing wickedness on every side? As a means to keep you steadfast in that living hope 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, our desire in this rubric is “to put you always in remembrance of these 

things.” 
 

What are the “these things” of the text? 
Perhaps you have your Bible open (which is a good habit when reading the Beacon Lights) and 

have scanned over the context. The context helps us to define what the “these things” are. We learn 

from the context that “these things” are not the things of the world. They are not the things of the 

world’s views of life according to their ungodly philosophy and ungodly psychology. They are not the 

things of disarmament and peace treaties designed to make this world a better place. They are not the 

cunningly devised fables (vs. 16) of humanism, atheism, evolution, “theistic”-evoution, post-

millenialism, arminianism, common grace, or the like. 

In contrast, those things which are essential to the believer in this life are the like precious faith 

(vs 1) and the exceeding great and precious promises (vs 4). Included in this list is what we find in 

verses 5-7: knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity. 

For the Reformed believer today, these things are the doctrines and truths of our Reformed 

heritage. That is the Reformed heritage which you must confess, adhere to, and vigorously maintain. 

That Reformed heritage is clearly and carefully spelled out in the Three Forms of Unity. Those 

confessions set forth the fundamental “thing” in all of what we must know. That fundamental starting 

point is: God is God alone. Because God is God alone, to Him is all the glory, the majesty, the power, 

and dominion, forever. He is the Sovereign and Almighty One. He reveals His exclusive Greatness and 

Majesty in our Lord Jesus Christ. That He particularly reveals in the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ for our salvation. Our Lord Jesus Christ is the central unifying principle to all the Truth of God. 

Fundamentally, all that is in Christ is “the things” of which we are to be put in remembrance. 

Does the Apostle only mean things of doctrine? What about life? In answer to that, we must be 

careful in our questioning and thinking that we never divorce doctrine and life. We must not think of 



Reformed doctrine and practice as two separate compartments in our life as believers. Doctrine and life 

are inseparable. Doctrine determines life. Life flows out of doctrine. In fact, true doctrine is the living 

Truth. The living Truth cannot exist in a vacuum, but lives in the regenerated and living hearts of God’s 

people. 

Thus, to the things of our faith and knowledge of the truth also inseparably belong what the 

Apostle writes in verses 5-7. The believer also strives unto a life of temperance, patience, godliness, 

brotherly kindness, and charity unto the brethren. He strives unto that life in the knowledge that the 

Sovereign God is his God in Jesus Christ. You see only true piety is that which flows out of the true and 

living doctrine of God’s Word. 

That Word of God is the source of “those things.” You find the things of the truth only in the 

infallible Word of God. There the believer by faith finds the truth as it centers in Jesus Christ and Him 

crucified and risen. These things are not cunningly devised fables. These are not fairy tales which we 

pass off as the truth to you, dear reader. No, this is God-breathed Truth of our Lord Jesus Christ. There 

in the Scriptures we find the truths of God’s sovereignty and power, of His sovereign, particular grace, 

of double predestination, of the substitutionary and particular atonement of Christ, and of many more 

truths. 

Those things of the Scriptures are necessary for you to know. Such things are necessary to 

“make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” (II Timothy 3:15). These things 

of the Truth will illumine before your feet the pathway of obedience. These things will be as anchors to 

your feet to keep you immoveable upon the Rock as you are buffeted by the winds of worldliness and 

false doctrine. These things will direct you to fasten your eyes upon that continuing city rather than to 

look back to the things of Sodom as Lot’s wife did. These things of the Scriptures will give the reasons 

about the happenings and history of the world in these last days. These things of the Scriptures will also 

teach you your duty as children of God’s Covenant. These things alone will truly comfort your hearts in 

the day of affliction, trouble, and grief. 

The question of the young person at this point is an earnest one. “How shall I know those 

indispensable things? Where may I be instructed in those things that are essential to steadfastness in our 

hope?” You must go to that place where you are constantly put in remembrance of these things. 
 

What does it mean “to put you in remembrance of these things”? 
The Apostle implies something that is true of you and me. We are forgetful. Do you remember 

what the sermon was about last Sunday? Can you recite the main points of the sermon outline? Do you 

remember the Psalter numbers you sang? Do you still remember what you memorized from your last 

lesson in Essentials or Heidelberg Catechism? Do you older ones remember what justification is? 

The Word of God exposes a serious spiritual weakness we have. We forget the things of the 

Truth so quickly. We forget the essentials of Reformed doctrine so quickly. It goes in one ear and out 

the other. If it does stay in our head, it gets lost under a clutter of many other things that grab and keep 

our attention. 

The Word of God exposes our spiritual weakness as part of our sinfulness. If we really were that 

concerned about spiritual things, we would not forget them. We do not forget to go out of the house 

with our shoes on, and seldom do we forget to eat. But, when it comes to the Truth, we foolishly think 

that we can do without knowing the essentials of the truth. We forget them. We do not dwell on the 

Word preached as we ought. How foolish we are! How little our faith truly is! 

We must be reminded. We need to hear the history of Scripture again. Maybe we have heard 

sermons on Christ’s birth for 14 years or 44 years. Even so, we need to hear it again in order to be 

reminded in the incarnation of the wonder of God’s glorious grace unto His chosen, but totally 

undeserving sinners. 



You have heard before of the Scriptural admonitions unto holiness as God’s Covenant children. 

Continuously, we must be reminded of our obligation to do all that the LORD has commanded in His 

Word. 

You have heard every Lord’s Day the truth of Christ crucified. We who are sinners and of little 

faith need to be reminded that our sins have been blotted out by the blood of the Lamb, that we have 

life with God, and that we have a blessed, everlasting destination. 

You who are a sojourner in this earth need to be reminded of the things of the Truth especially 

as you journey through an alluring and tempting world. 

You are reminded in many ways. Chiefly, you are reminded under the preaching of the Word. 

That is the kind of reminding we need. We need not just the brotherly reminder of a fellow saint, or the 

loving rebuke of our parents. That we certainly need, but that’s not all. You need the reminder of Christ 

Himself. That reminder of Christ by His Word and Spirit in the preaching is the power to make you 

never forget. That makes the preaching indispensable to us. It is by the preaching of the Word and the 

working of the Holy Spirit that the things of the truth are engraved upon the believers heart. With those 

things engraved upon the tables of our regenerated hearts, we may walk faithfully unto that continuing 

city through our earthly pilgrimage. 

Unto that goal, we are not negligent to remind you of the things of the truth. It is for our good 

that we be reminded “always.” 
 

“But, must that be done ‘always’?” 
That is a very real question today. Some of you perhaps chafe a little under the duty to attend 

Catechism again. You will hear again the doctrines of the Reformed faith. In fact, it is the same things 

you hear also preached on the Lord’s Day, or what you discuss in society or at home. Perhaps you older 

readers may sometimes groan a little when the Heidelberg Catechism preaching returns to that section 

of the knowledge of our misery. Your groan may not be of sincere grief, but of this sinful sentiment: 

“Here we go again!” Or, you may be tempted to say in your hearts, “I know all of this already. Why 

don’t we skip this section of the Catechism this time! Let’s hear something new!” 

Sure, you may know the Truth to the measure of your faith, and you may be “established in the 

present truth” (vs 12) by the grace of God. You may even have such a grasp of the basic issues of 

doctrine over against false doctrine that you can sense when a teacher or college professor is either 

subtly or way off the mark. Even though that be true, we may not be negligent to put you always in 

remembrance of these things. We must not because our faith is so little, our steadfastness so fickle, our 

knowledge of the inexhaustible Truth so quickly exhaustible, our conviction of our sinfulness so 

shallow, our confidence in the cross of Christ so shaky, and our understanding of our duty to express 

our thanksgiving so very, very small. 

Rather than hear something new, the young Reformed believer (and the older ones, too!) must 

hear the same old precious, battle-tested, and glorious doctrines and truth which God has entrusted unto 

us in the Reformed Faith. We must be reminded always of Christ crucified and God’s sovereign and 

particular goodness unto us in Christ Jesus. Without that, we have no comfort, no hope, but only 

misery. Always we must be pointed to our only hope in the truth of Christ crucified. 

That we need to hear “always.” That means: again and again; over and over; repetition and 

more repetition. 

That means further that we continue in this magazine and rubric to remind you, our beloved 

young people, of the Truths which many faithful writers have written about before in years past. We 

follow their godly example and bring to you the same things of the Truth which they have brought in 

this magazine in the past. In so doing, we strive to the goal to be obedient to Christ who commands us 

not to be “negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be 

established in the present truth.” 



Is that your desire, young people? Young adults? Older readers? May God grant us His wisdom, 

grace and His Spirit to be faithful to that calling and to “be established in the present truth.” ❖ 
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