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Today, more than ever, the devil is at work trying to destroy the Church. His methods are 

cunning, and as we approach the end, his tactics are increasingly devious. He craftily approaches the 

Church and her individual members with ever more pernicious attacks. Despite the deadliness of these 

attacks, they can seem quite harmless, and at first glance, even beneficial. 

One of Satan’s favorite and seemingly harmless tricks is to offer the Church something that she 

already has. Another one of his devices is to redefine the meaning of key doctrinal definitions, so as to 

conform them to the lie. It is with these two devices of Satan in mind that we will look at the concept of 

“fellowship.” 

There are in the Church today, many false notions as to what fellowship is. Any activity seems 

to pass as fellowship. Fellowship is to be had with anyone, even unbelievers. Fellowship can take place 

anywhere, even at intensely worldly events. In fact, it seems that fellowship takes place at any event in 

which people are together. 

In order to understand what fellowship is not, we must first understand and come to a 

knowledge of what TRUE and DESIRABLE fellowship is. Fellowship, in its perfection, is pictured for 

us in the relationship of the Trinity. There is perfect friendship, association, and agreement among the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This perfect fellowship is the basis for all fellowship that we have. 

While discussing fellowship, we ought to keep three key components of fellowship in mind. 

First of all, fellowship involves friendship. True fellowship is only possible with friends. Secondly, 

fellowship involves association and sharing. Finally, fellowship is possible only when there is 

agreement. It is impossible to have fellowship when there is opposition. 

Our fellowship is only to be with those who are in Christ. In fact, for the believer, there is no 

fellowship outside of Christ and those who are in Christ. Christ is the bond of fellowship. All those 

who are in Christ, belong to the body which is the Church, of which Christ is the Head. “So we, being 

many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another” (Romans 12:5). This is a key 

doctrinal point to remember. Christ is the bond that unites the body in fellowship. This point is clearly 

stated in Q & A 55 of the Heidelberg Catechism where we read: “What do you understand by the 

communion of the saint? First, that all and every one, who believes, being members of Christ, are in 

common, partakers of him, and of all his riches and gifts.” 

This fellowship which we have, only in Christ, is a doctrinal fellowship, for it is doctrine which 

we have in common and share. Doctrine is the basis of our agreement; the doctrine which we have in 

Christ. In his commentary on Acts 2:42, John Calvin notes that “doctrine is the bond of brotherly 

fellowship among us.” In Amos 3:3 we are asked, “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” It is 

obvious that two can walk and fellowship together if they are one in doctrine. 

When we read II Corinthians 6: 14-17, we are reminded of the impossibility of fellowship with 

those outside of Christ. In the second part of verse 15 we read, “Or what part hath he that believeth 

with an infidel?” In this passage of Scripture we are commanded to forsake all association and 

companionship with the world. We are to be separate (vs. 17). We are to be separate because as 

believers, we all occupy the office of priest. The office of priest involves holiness and separation from 

the pollution of the world (I Peter 2:9). God has set us apart, as a royal priesthood, for the spiritual 

worship of Him. 

When we do have partnerships with unbelievers in drawing the same yoke (vs. 14), we become 

partakes in their pollutions. We partake in their unrighteousness and join in their darkness. In fact, 

anything that is construed as fellowship, that involves drawing the same yoke as the unbeliever, must 



be exposed for what it is: sin. This is what God’s word says. “Be ye not unequally yoked with 

unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath 

light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath he that believeth 

with an infidel?” (II Cor. 6:14.15). 

For these reasons, we must avoid all the so-called fellowship which the world has to offer us, 

for it is not fellowship at all, but rather that which takes away from the true fellowship which we have 

in Christ. The fellowship of being one in doctrine and in Christ. We already have fellowship. Satan has 

nothing to offer but worldly mindedness and pollution wrapped in the appealing paper of fellowship. 

To these advances of Satan and the world we must say “I am doing a great work, so that I 

cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?” as Nehemiah 

answered Sanballet and Geshem. This response is recorded for us in Nehemiah 6:3. It is important to 

note that Nehemiah knew very well that this invitation of Sanballet and Geshem was not meant for his 

well-being. But rather, his acceptance of this invitation would have led to his certain destruction. Such 

would certainly be the result of our acceptance of any invitations of fellowship which the world has to 

offer us. 

There are Sanballets and Geshems around today and Satan is working through them harder than 

ever. But we must be alert. There is no friendship, there is no association, and there is no agreement 

with the unbeliever. Our friendship is with Christ, and with those who are one in Christ. Our 

association is with Christ, and with those who are one in Christ. Our agreement is with Christ, and His 

doctrine, and with those who are one in Christ. 

Our fellowship is not the spiritually void fellowship that is found in the bleachers at a basketball 

game, as some would maintain. Neither is our fellowship that of activity after activity, night after night, 

week after week. Rather, ours is a spiritual fellowship of doctrine. The fellowship to be found in the 

reading and discussion of God’s word. The fellowship which we read of in the second half of answer 

55 of the Heidelberg Catechism: “secondly, that every one must know it to be his duty, readily and 

cheerfully, to employ his gifts, for the advantage and salvation of other members.” And what are these 

gifts? In reading Romans 12 we have a comprehensive list of these gifts. In the proper exercise of these 

gifts we have fellowship. 

Is this the kind of fellowship we desire? By God’s grace it is. For it is in the way of this 

fellowship that we are built up spiritually. It is in the way of this fellowship that honor and glory is 

given to God, through Christ, the Head of the body. ♦ 
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