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A Psalter-Psalm Devotional of Praise to Our Sovereign Covenant God 

 

July 1 Psalm 63 
Psalm 63:1 This Psalm was written while David was evading Saul near the town of Keilah. After 

protecting the town from the Philistines, David was betrayed by the town to Saul. He had to escape into 

the wilderness of Judah for safety. David truly found what needing God meant during this incident. He 

found that man’s fickle feelings could not be counted on. David turned to God in prayer for help and 

safety from his enemies. This must be our response when we are feel that there is not help for us. We 

must remember that our help comes from our covenant God who made the heavens and the earth. We 

may and will go through trying times in this life. We must remember to go to God through His Word 

and by prayer. Only then will we find the refuge we need in this dry and thirsty land. Sing first stanza 

of Psalters 153 and 164. 
 

July 2 Read I Chronicles 16:7-14 
Psalm 63:2-3 Our Scripture reading for the next several days is taken from a Psalm of David 

composed as the ark was returned to Jerusalem. David as he was running from Saul knew what it meant 

to be away from God’s house. He longed to be in it. He hoped for the day that God would return him to 

Jerusalem so that he could praise his heavenly Father. Is this our desire? As we spend the summer 

enjoying God’s creation do we sometimes “vacation” from God’s house and His worship? We may not, 

you know. Each week we must long to be in the places where the Word is purely preached. To see 

God’s power and glory must be done on the Lord’s Day in the house of God. It is only there that we 

will find that His “lovingkindness is better than life.” Let us resolve to seek God in His house every 

Lord’s day so that we can experience His goodness. Sing Psalters 163:2 and 164:2 & 3. 
 

July 3 Read I Chronicles 16:15-19 
Psalm 63:4-5 This is a continuation of yesterday’s thought namely attendance in the House of God. 

First of all, we must bless God through prayer. To bless means to speak well of. People of God, is this 

your goal as you pray? If we do speak well of God, He will bless our souls with the spiritual good as 

found in the first part of verse 5. David’s desire to bring the ark back to Jerusalem was founded in the 

knowledge that the ark was the symbol of God’s presence. He knew that God’s presence brought 

spiritual good to Israel. God’s presence in our lives will also bring spiritual good to us. Another activity 

to be found in church is singing. Singing is one of the chief means that we have to glorify God. Sing 

God’s praises, people of God. We must attend the divine worship services so that we can sing His 

praises with the congregation of saints in the presence of God. We must also make sure that we sing 

songs that glorify God and His attributes not man and his failures. Sing Psalter 164:4 & 5. 
 

July 4 Read Ephesians I, Chronicles 16:20-29 
Psalm 63:6-8 People of God, as you lay down to sleep at night, do you meditate upon the goodness 

of God in your lives? Do we remember what He has done for us in that day and in the days gone past? 

Tonight is Saturday. We go unto the house of God tomorrow. We need to stop tonight and meditate 

upon the bountiful mercies that God has showered down upon us in the past week. “Oh”, you say, “I 

had a bad week with no good in it.” Then you must turn to Romans 8:28 and read that “all things work 

for good to them that love God” Then reevaluate your week and prepare to enter the house of God with 

praise on your lips. God is our help. Though all troubles He lead us by His almighty hand through all 



dangers. We will be safe under the wings of our heavenly Father. Meditate tonight, people of God, and 

ready yourself to enter His presence on His day. Sing Psalter 164:6-8. 
 

July 5 Read I Chronicles 16:20-36 
Psalm 63:9-11 As we enter the house of God today we will notice many who desecrate the 

Sabbath. Some may even tempt us to desecrate it ourselves. Others may mock us or even cause us to 

lose our job because we keep the Sabbath holy. David felt these sorrows as he hid in the wilderness 

from Saul. Maybe this was one of the reasons he worked hard to reinstate the worship of God at the ark 

and wished to build a temple for God. We must have the same zeal for Jehovah. We must know that 

God will reward the evil doer according to his works. This is a comfort because we also know that he 

rewards us according to our works. This is the testimony of Scripture in Ecclesiastes 12. David could 

rejoice in God in his troubles; can we? Sing Psalter 163:3 
 

July 6 Read Psalm 64 
Psalm 64:1-4 In these four verses we run head long into the truth that there are people who hate us. 

You do not feel it? Do they know that you are a child of God? Do they know how you spent yesterday? 

Or was it not any different than many of your neighbors’ lifestyle? Is your television viewing governed 

by the eighth commandment? Or do you partake in the most heinous sins by watching the movies of the 

world in your home or at the theater? If you live an antithetical life, the world will hate you. Should 

that cause us to fear? Absolutely not! We must bring our cares to God in prayer. He will hear our 

prayers and deliver us from the wicked and the wicked one. God will protect us and lead us in safety to 

our heavenly home. Sing Psalter 165:1. 
 

July 7 Read I Samuel 23:7-15 
Psalm 64:5-7 We saw in the last Psalm that the men of Keilah schemed to deliver David to Saul. 

Wicked men are scheming against today, as well. Oh, it might not be so evident in the world today, but 

Satan is not idle. The time will come, and it is coming soon, that he will work to make life difficult for 

the child of God. As the child of God lives an antithetical life, hatred will grow against him by those 

with whom he works or plays. We had better be ready for it. David went to God in prayer. We, too, 

must go boldly to the throne of grace knowing that our God will hear us and answer us. God will shoot 

at the wicked and they will fall. That is His promise to us. Believe it child of God and go to Him in 

prayer for help in all difficulties. Sing Psalter 165:2. 
 

July 8 Read Philippians 4:1-9 
Psalm 64:8-10 The answer to the prayer of the righteous is that God will protect him. The day is 

coming in which all men will bow before the glory of God. The wicked will call for the mountains to 

protect them, but no protection will be found there. We must consider that which is Godly and 

remember those things. We must seek that which is honest and of good report and know that it is from 

God alone. When we do this we will be glad in the Lord. Then we will trust Him to deliver us from all 

evil. This cannot be done if we enjoy the things of this life. This can only be done by thinking on those 

things which are from above. Consider the Lord’s doing. See how good it is. Go to Him in prayer. Be 

thankful for the victory Christ has wrought for us. Then we can glory in the Lord and in all His works. 

Sing Psalter 165:3. 
 

July 9 Read Psalm 65 
Psalm 65:1-2 The Psalmist begins by addressing God as He dwells in the church. He is 

acknowledged as the only one to Whom prayers are to be addressed and as the only one by Whom 

prayers are answered. Is this our attitude as we come unto God in prayer? Do we pray with utmost 

confidence in the One to Whom we pray? Are our prayers expressions of that confidence that He will 

hear us and answer our prayers. Do we acknowledge Him as the only One Who hears our prayers? If 



we do not pray with such confidence, we will not have the assurance for which we crave. We need to 

pray daily. We need to do this so that through the work of the Holy Spirit God will answer our prayers. 

Let us pray often, let us pray sincerely, and let us pray confidently to the One who hears and answers 

prayers. Sing stanza 1 of Psalters 166, 168, 170, and 172. 
 

July 10 Read Hebrews 9:11-15 
Psalm 65:3 After acknowledging God as the one who hears and answers prayer, David realizes that 

because of his sins it is hard for him to pray. Is this our realization? How many times do we pray and 

then wonder if the prayer rose higher than the ceiling? Our sins cause us much doubt. Our sins leave us 

with a lack of confidence in our prayers. We wonder how we dare pray to such a holy God in the 

conditions we find ourselves. David had the same feelings, but David had the confidence that God 

would purge his sins from him so that he could pray in confidence. We have the same blessed 

assurance. God can and will forgive our sins so that we can boldly come to the throne and seek the 

grace that we need. Pray, people of God. Pray often. Pray for repentance and then for help knowing 

assuredly that our God will forgive our sins and hear our prayers. Sing Psalters 166:2, 168: 2-3, and 

172:2  
 

July 11 Read John 15:1-11 
Psalm 65:4 There are at least two major truths described in the verse. First of all we find the truth 

of election’s blessedness. Being chosen to dwell in God’s presence is not the work of any man no 

matter how noble he may be. Being elected by God brings happiness. This is the happiness that can not 

be found anywhere on this earth. This is the happiness that belongs to those who have been chosen by 

God and redeemed by the land. The second truth is the truth of the goodness of the house of God. On 

this earth we will participate in a picture of this goodness tomorrow as we attend church. People of 

God, are you anxious for tomorrow? Young people, do you look forward to the Sabbath so that you can 

be helped to prepare for the eternal rest. The house of God is a phrase signifying heaven. We see this in 

the last verse of Psalm 23. For this we should long. For this we should earnestly seek after. Let us enjoy 

the blessedness of our election tomorrow and in the days and years to come in heaven. Sing Psalters 

166:3, 170:2, and 173:2-3. 
 

July 12 Read Exodus 19:16-25 
Psalm 65:5 When we read the word “terrible” in this verse we must not get the wrong idea. The 

words “terrible” or “awful” show the power of God over against the wickedness of man. Israel saw the 

terrible things of God as they came to Mount Sinai. The elect were comforted that their God was 

almighty. The reprobate were truly terrified of God’s might against their sin. We can see God’s terrible 

acts when we see a summer thunderstorm. The crash of thunder which accompanies the flash of 

lightening gives to us a good picture of His power and might. We need never fear because our God is 

able to deliver us from the storm. Today as we attend church let us bow before our terrible God who is 

our confidence and salvation during any troubling storm on this earth. He will deliver us and lead us to 

heaven. Sing Psalters 166:4 and 170:3. 
 

July 13 Read Mark 4:35-41 
Psalm 65:6-7 We find more evidence of God’s power in these two verses. Yesterday we meditated 

on God’s help through storms. We see this expressed in our reading for today as the disciples were 

delivered from a powerful storm by Jesus who is Lord of all. Yesterday we attended church. There we 

were safe from the world. God has given to us that refuge from the storms of evil which rage about us. 

He can keep us safe because He is our creator. Those who have replaced a creator God with one who 

works through some system of evolution can have no confidence in God. Those who say that changing 

Genesis 1-6 has no effect on the salvation of God’s people are wrong. Through creation God provided 



the way of salvation. Let’s not lose our comfort by believing any other doctrine than that of a 

comforting Creator. Sing Psalters 166:5 and 168:4. 
 

July 14 Read Job 35:1-16 
Psalm 65:8 God is omnipresent. There are times when we forget about this attribute of God. We 

some times think that God does not see us and our sins. This is not true. God is everywhere and knows 

what happens everywhere. This is an awesome idea. But it is also very comforting. This God who is 

omnipresent sees what happens to His people where ever they are. He not only sees them; but he also 

sends help in accordance to the measure His people needs. Ponder this attribute of God and rejoice in it. 

Sing Psalters 167:6, 168:5, and 171:1. 
 

July 15 Read Leviticus 26:1-13 
Psalm 65:9-10 God is our Lord is the truth spoken of in these two verses. Those of us who live in 

areas where agriculture is an important part of our daily life can understand these two verses well. 

Farmers understand very well their dependence upon God for the proper growing conditions needed to 

produce a crop. They are given the grace to understand that God controls all weather conditions. There 

is a spiritual parallel found here. In order for the people of God to prosper spiritually, there are growing 

conditions which must be satisfied. The child of God will only prosper when God sends showers of 

blessings from on high. Sometimes we do not understand how a spiritual condition will help us prosper. 

But as we read in the Psalms affliction is for our profit. We also can confess with Paul that all things 

work together for our good. Sing Psalters 167:1-2, 169:1, and 171:2. 
 

July 16 Read Psalm 65 
Psalm 65:11-13 We come to the end of this Psalm of praise to our God. We have seen many truths 

found in it. None is so precious to us than the truth of our salvation. We find this in these last verses as 

the harvest is discussed. The harvest comes at the end of time and God by His servants will gather the 

elect and bring them to glory. This truth should and must cause us to be joyful. It should help us be 

joyful when the way in which God leads us is hard and rocky. It should cause us to be joyful when the 

wicked seek to do us harm. We need to express the joy of our salvation to those who are around us. Our 

neighbors must know by our lives that we are indeed the blessed happy ones who have been chosen by 

God and redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. People of God are you shouting for joy; are you singing 

God’s praises? Sing Psalters 167: 3-4, 169:2-3, and 171:3. 
 

July 17 Read Psalm 66 
Psalm 66:1-2 Once again we have a song of praise before us. Once more we are called to make a 

joyful noise to our mighty God. The content of our songs are directed as well in these verses. We must 

only sing songs which proclaim the honor of God’s name. As we examine songs we hear in the church 

world today we see many kinds. We see those that proclaim a gospel other than that found in the Word 

of God. We find those that extol man and his glory. We find others which trivialize God and His 

attributes. These kinds of songs we may not use to worship God either in church or in our daily life. 

Our songs must only be those which extol the honor of God’s name and His works. Our praise of Him 

must be glorious because He is the God of all glory. Songs about God are numerous. The number of 

songs which glorify God is less. Let us be discerning as we sing songs of praise and glory to the honor 

of God’s name. Sing Psalter 173:1. 
 

July 18 Read Daniel 4:28-37 
Psalm 66:3 This verse continues to show to us what the content of the praise of our God should be. 

It shows us that our God is so majestic that even the heathen must confess that He is God alone. In our 

Scripture reading today we see Nebuchadnezzar being forced to confess that Jehovah is God. He did 

not want to do it. It was not of himself that he said the words of Daniel 4. But even this great king saw 



that God alone was God of heaven and earth. What about us? Are our confessions forced? I hope not! I 

hope that by grace we can look at the wonders of God and be able to confess His greatness. Let us pray 

for that grace. Sing Psalter 173:2. 
 

July 19 Read Isaiah 24:1-14 
Psalm 66:4 The fact found in this verse of Psalm 66 and in the passage from Isaiah is that the world 

will worship and sing unto God. How is this possible? It is only possible as the gospel is spread 

throughout the world. God commanded the church in Acts 1 to preach to the uttermost parts of the 

earth. We are part of God’s church. This is our calling. Are we listening for calls for help? Are we 

looking to find the neighbor who needs the truths that God has given to us? It is easy for us to say all 

the world must praise God. Is it easy for us to know that God may and will use us to bring the gospel of 

his name to them? Let us make this part of our prayers today. Let us want to have God’s name spread to 

the four corners of the earth, and especially let us want those distinctive truths with which He has so 

graciously entrusted us, to be spread to all lands. Sing Psalter 173:3. 
 

July 20 Read Revelation 7:9-17 
Psalm 66:5 The Psalms are replete with commands for the child of God. Here is another one. We 

are commanded to come and see the works of the Lord. Yesterday we were called to the house of God. 

Did you go? Were you blessed with the goodness of the Lord in His house? We are also commanded to 

look around this world and see what God is doing. John was given a glimpse of the future while on the 

island of Patmos. We are given to see that activity and terrible works of God as we look for the day of 

Christ’s return. Even as I write this two months in advance, I am sure that something will happen in the 

world which should cause us to stop and notice the work of God upon man. Are you watching, people 

of God? Are you listening to what God is telling you through His works? Sing Psalter 173:4. 
 

July 21 Read Exodus 14:21-31 
Psalm 66:6 One of the reasons for the manner of the deliverance of the children of Israel from the 

Egyptians was for instruction. God’s people then were to learn from His marvelous ways so that they 

could rejoice in Him. We, too, must learn from Israel’s journey through the Red Sea. We must know the 

history involved, and this means we must study. We must also seek to see God’s purpose in such a 

deliverance. Egypt did not learn through ten plagues upon its land. They still did not see God as God. 

There was no grace for them to do this. In Israel there were those who were hardhearted and were not 

ready to confess that God was the I AM. Even in the church of today there are those who need this kind 

of instruction so that they can learn to rejoice in the God of our salvation. Are we studying? Are we 

learning? Are we rejoicing? Sing Psalter 173:5. 
 

July 22 Read Acts 4:23-31 
Psalm 66:7 God’s people have faced troublous times ever since sin entered this world. Abel had to 

undergo the torments of Cain and was eventually killed by Cain. Enoch was taken by God even as he 

preached the Word to the wicked world. Noah preached as he built the ark. This list goes on and on. 

The Scripture passage for today speaks of the persecution brought upon the early church. After Peter 

and John had been released from prison and returned to the church, they gave thanks for the 

deliverance that God had given them from the wicked. We, too, either are or will be oppressed by those 

that hate God. They are rebellious against Him and His people. But we need not fear. God sees all those 

and He will protect us and bring us safely through each trial and tribulation that comes upon us. Sing 

Psalter 173:6. 

 

July 23 Read Genesis 39:1-6 



Psalm 66:8-9 Joseph must have felt very alone in Egypt. He had no one to turn to except God. But 

God was all he needed. God would not let Joseph’s soul be moved by any wickedness in Egypt. God 

would keep his feet on the path of life which would take him to heaven. We know little of Joseph’s 

worship except that he must have worshipped. This can be ascertained by his responses to his brothers 

when he revealed himself to them. Joseph must have blessed God daily and praised Him for the 

strength that God gave him during his trying times. We can trust that God as well. He is our God. He 

will keep our souls and not allow our feet to be moved. Each day let us bless Him and thank Him for 

the goodness He has shown to us. Sing Psalter 175:1. 
 

July 24 Read I Thessalonians 2:1-12 
Psalm 66:10-12 These verses are a continuation of the way in which God leads His people. That 

way often contains many trials which afflict both our bodies and souls. He sometimes leads us on the 

way of sickness. Some of God’s people are riddled with cancer or some other disease. This takes faith 

to realize that it is for our profit. Others have trials of financial hardship. Some live in countries where 

the government is hostile toward God and His cause. Through these trials God refines His people even 

as a metal smith refines metal by the fire of the forge. God does not let us pass through these trials 

alone. No, He is right there by our sides taking us through these things and bringing us safely to the 

heavenly Jerusalem. We need to remember these things even as we lie on the sick bed, or we attend to 

the dying friend or relative. This is for our profit and for God’s glory. Sing Psalter 174:1. 
 

July 25 Read Micah 6:6-16 
Psalm 66:13-15 Tomorrow we go to church. That should give us great pleasure. What will be our 

attitude toward going to church and keeping the Sabbath. Are we desirous of those who use the Sabbath 

for their benefit and pleasure. Are we unhappy when we worship in the way God has commanded us? If 

we are, we have already forgotten the deliverance He has given to us in trials. We have forgotten all the 

benefits He has bestowed upon us starting with salvation and including physical good. Worship is a 

time of speaking well of our God. It is a time of bowing before our sovereign King in humble 

submission. God is the God who keeps us from all evil. How will we thank Him tomorrow? David 

speaks often about worship in the Psalms. It must have weighed heavily upon his soul. Does it weigh 

upon ours? Are we content to worship the king in the way He has appointed? Sing the second stanzas 

of Psalters 174 and 175. 
 

July 26 Read I Timothy 1:12-17 
Psalm 66:16-17 How many of us can tell the story of our salvation like the apostle Paul? How 

many of us were murderers of God’s covenant people and became ministers of the gospel? Paul had 

quite a story to tell. So do we. Oh, outwardly we might not seem as bad as Paul, but our natures are the 

same. We would kill if we saw it would be for our benefit except God’s grace prevent us. We have a 

story to tell of our salvation. Do we tell it? Or do we hide the glorious truth of the gospel? What do 

your neighbors know about your church attendance today? Have you forgone some pleasure today in 

order to keep the fourth commandment? David was glad to tell of all that God had done for him. So 

was Paul. Are we? Sing Psalter 175:3. 
 

July 27 Read Jonah 2 
Psalm 66:18-19 I never tire of reading Jonah 2. I pray that I may be able to pray such a beautiful 

prayer of gratitude when God delivers me from my sin. I hope that I do not have to go through the 

depths that Jonah did. But if I do, I pray that God will be as gracious to me as He was to Jonah. God 

does hear our prayers. He also answers them. His answers may not be our wishes, but His answers will 

be good for us. Of that I am confident. As we begin another week of work let us put aside the sin that 



besets us. Let us go to God in prayer knowing that He will hear us and will answer us. His answer will 

be good and will be a blessing for us. Sing Psalter 174:3 
 

July 28 Read Psalm 66 
Psalm 66:20 We come to the end of this Psalm of praise. The psalmist has taken us through life’s 

trials, he has shown us our sin, and he has made known that deliverance is only by the hand of God. He 

ends the Psalm as he begins it. He praises God. Do we do that? Today is a week day. Do we remember 

that this is also a day that God has made? Do we remember that we are to rejoice and be glad in it for 

His sake? David could praise God because he had tasted of God’s goodness. Look around you, people 

of God, most of us must realize that we have more that we need. All of us must praise God for the 

realization of our salvation. Praising God must come easy to us no matter what our station and calling 

in this life is. Praise God, people of God. Praise Him, young people. He has done wonderful things for 

us. Sing the fourth stanzas of Psalters 174 and 175. 
 

July 29 Read Psalm 67 
Psalm 67:1-2 Verse 1 makes a statement of desire. This should be the desire of all God’s people. 

We must desire the mercy, blessing, and favor of God. We need these things. The reason is given in the 

second verse. The reason is very different than what we might expect. We might think we need God’s 

favor in order to prosper or to endure upon this earth. We may even think that we need His favor for 

our salvation. This is true, but it is not the reason given here. We need God’s favor so that his name 

may be known through out the earth. This must be done so that Christ will come. This gives to us the 

impetus for mission work. Are we answering the call? Do we desire Jehovah’s favor so that we can 

spread His name to the four corners of the earth? We need to ponder this idea and respond to it so that 

God’s Name will be magnified. Sing the first stanza of Psalters 176,177, and 178. 
 

July 30 Read Matthew25:31-46. 
Psalm 67:3-5 Praising God seems like a good thing to do, doesn’t it? It even seems like it could be 

pretty easy to do most of the time. Singing for joy can be very enjoyable to the people of God. Think of 

the pleasure we get from hearing or singing some of the majestic songs of God. Do we sing for joy 

because God is coming as our judge? True, we know that He will judge the wicked, and this brings us 

much comfort, especially those of us who have to face persecution from the wicked. How ready are we 

to face our judge? How confident are we of hearing, “Well done thou good and faithful servant?” Will 

it be said of us that because we have helped the least of these we have helped Christ? Our praises can 

only be praises when our actions match the words that we sing. Sing the second stanza of Psalters 176 

and 177 and stanzas 2 and 3 of Psalter 178. 
 

July 31 Read Revelation 19:1-9 
Psalm 67:6-7 What is the final outcome of our praising God in a proper way and with a proper 

heart? God will bless us. I am sure that this blessing is both physical and spiritual. Oh, we do not look 

on physical things the way the Old Testament saint had to. Christ has come and has fulfilled all of those 

ideas. But yet our life on this earth is affected by our attitude toward God and His commands. He also 

blesses us spiritually in this life. We receive comfort from reading and hearing God’s word. We also 

feel the assurance that our prayers have reached His ears. We also read that the ends of the earth will 

fear God. We saw this was a reason for the expressions found in the first verse of this Psalm. God 

wants His gospel to go forth and it will by way of God’s people bringing proper praise to their maker. 

Is this our prayer and desire? Sing the third stanza of Psalters 176 and 177 and stanza four of Psalter 

178. 
 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 57 No. 7 July 1998 


