
Where We Stand 

“My Spirit Doesn’t Levitate” 

(Or, The Reformed View Of The Holy Spirit Of Jesus) 

by Rev. Barrett Gritters 

 
When I was in seminary, much of my income came from coating roofs of mobile homes. The 

work took me all over the Grand Rapids area, and into the homes of some unusual people. Often the 

people knew that I was studying to become a minister, so they would feel free to tell me about their 

religious views. One of the most memorable visits I had was with a Pentecostal man whose stories were 

as strange as his religion, but who in every other respect seemed sane and intelligent. 

Since the day was hot, he invited me into his house for a cold drink and began to regale me with 

“true” stories of the “spirit” of the Pentecostals. He would never forget the day that he and his friends 

were gathered in a friend’s “mansion of a home” without any food. Hungry, they began to pray 

fervently for food, believing that God would always provide for their needs. As soon as their prayer 

was ended, they heard simultaneous knocks on three of the outside doors. To their amazement, at each 

of the doorsteps were enough ingredients to make an oven full of apple pies. To their greater 

amazement, going down the driveway was a panel-van with a man standing on the back bumper—nine 

feet tall. “And men aren’t nine feet tall!” 

I was ready to get back on the roof to finish my job, but he had one more story for me, I 

suppose to convince me that what he said was true. So filled with the power of the spirit were they that 

one day his acquaintances were able to levitate him from one room to another. 

You know this spirit. You can see him blowing people over on Benny Hinn’s television 

program. You may have seen him raise people out of the wheel chairs or make them speak in languages 

that they never knew before. 

This is the spirit of Pentecostals. But he is not our Spirit. Our Spirit—the Holy Spirit—doesn’t 

levitate. 

Would you have been able to explain to someone what you believe the Spirit does today? Let 

me help you in this article to see briefly what is the Spirit’s work in the church. 
 

The Spirit of Truth 
The Spirit of the Bible is the Spirit of truth, Whose nature, “identifying mark,” voice, and work, 

are truth. Read what Jesus tells His disciples about the Spirit which He will send them. Find there that 

he says the Spirit is the Spirit of Truth (see John 13-16). 

The Spirit that came on Pentecost is the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the Spirit of God, 

the third person of the trinity, Who was given to Jesus at His ascension to become Jesus’ Spirit. When 

this Spirit returned to us, Jesus returned to us. Jesus said, “I will come to you.” He did, in His Spirit. 

Since the Spirit is Jesus’ Spirit, and since Jesus is truth, the Spirit is the Spirit of truth. Jesus is 

“full of grace and truth” He’s the “way, the truth, and the life.” And Jesus is truth because He’s the 

reflection of the Father Who is truth. The Father “keepeth truth forever,” and is “a God of truth.” For 

this reason, three times Jesus’ Spirit is called the “Spirit of truth.” Please read John 14:16; 15:26; 16:13. 

So it’s not very difficult to understand that the Spirit’s work has to do with truth! If the Spirit’s 

nature is truth, voice is truth, identifying mark is truth; well, His work will be truth. He does truth! He 

does nothing contrary to truth! More, He does nothing unrelated to truth! 

Irresistibly, He works regeneration (giving the life of Jesus Christ) in the hearts of His children. 

In this, He prepares their hearts to receive truth, and inclines that heart to the truth. He works in them to 

comprehend the truth and love it. He does this by showing them Jesus Christ, the truth of God. He will 

“testify of me” Jesus said (John 15:26). And, to ward off any misunderstanding, in John 16:13,14, Jesus 



says, “He will not speak of himself; but whatever he shall hear, that shall he speak... He shall glorify 

me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.” 

What a different Spirit than the spirit of the Pentecostals! Their spirit ignores Jesus, goes 

“beyond” Jesus, says that Jesus is only half the gospel. That’s why their churches are often called “full 

gospel” churches. That’s quite a criticism of your church—a “half-gospel” church! What ruinous, fatal 

mistake! 

Always, our salvation is bound up with the truth. All our salvation is bound up with truth. To 

ignore truth is to ignore God; but it is to ignore salvation as well! We are chosen through belief of the 

truth (II Thess. 2:13). God’s people are born again by the word of truth (James 1:18). When Jesus prays 

for our sanctification, He prays, “sanctify them through thy truth” (John 17:17). Even the fruit of the 

Spirit in us is “truth” (Eph 5:8). 

If you believe that about the Spirit, what would you expect to find the Spirit-filled believers 

doing at Pentecost and afterwards? Why, what else but speaking the “wonderful works of God” 

preaching sermons—doctrinal sermons and continuing “in the apostle’s doctrine”! (Check out Acts 

2:11,14-36.) 

Then the Spirit continued to be the Spirit of truth. He inspired the apostles to speak the truth 

about Christ. He empowered them to write the truth about Jesus in the gospels and epistles. He enabled 

the church to be faithful to the truth, calling judgment of anathema on those who denied the truth 

(Galatians 1), and warning that many would depart from (divorce) the truth. The Spirit is the Spirit of 

truth! 

What a marvelous Spirit Who leads us to see the beauty and truth of Jesus Christ! 
 

Do you want this Spirit? 
Not everyone is so enthusiastic about this Spirit. But Jesus forewarned us that would happen. 

“The world cannot receive the spirit of truth, because it does not see him, nor know him” (John 14:17). 

Already when Jesus promised to send the Spirit of truth, He foretold of His rejection. 

The Spirit of truth is rejected; a new spirit is adopted. 

The new spirit also guides. But not into truth. Is this anything new? There were lying spirits in 

the Old Testament. If you would, please read I Kings 22:22,23, and Ezekiel 13:3,19. So the prevailing 

spirits today are different spirits. The people believe them today, just as then. To the destruction of their 

souls. 

You can identify this false spirit. 

He’s in your prof or classmate who is a critic of Scripture. With a kind of hissing sound, he 

says, ‘Yea, hath God said?” 

He’s in your neighbor who adds to the Scripture. New revelations are given. He speaks apart 

from the Scripture. He doesn’t need the Scripture. He fills people with strange words so that the people 

listen to them instead of the Scripture. Have you never heard them speak? “God laid it on my heart...” 

“God told me that I should witness to you.” “God revealed it to me that I should buy this truck.” 

Worse, this spirit is indifferent to truth. Do you recognize this spirit in those who disdain 

doctrine, regard it as cold, loveless, divisive, and worthless? He brushes aside confessions as irrelevant 

to the present situation of the church. He refuses to educate people to distinguish between truth and 

error, much less to love the truth so that they embrace it at any cost and reject the lie at peril of their 

lives. 

This new spirit seems to give all the emphasis to feeling. This is the main thing, if it isn’t 

everything. Worship is emotion; joy in Jesus is feeling good; love for the neighbor is a warm, 

accepting, tolerant feeling; and peace in the church is the member’s feeling for the other members, but 

certainly not a desire that the other members know the truth. (Some of these feelings are certainly 

praiseworthy; but never may we sacrifice the truth for feelings.) 

Everyone seems to want this false spirit! 



Seeking that spirit, a person rejects Jesus’ Spirit. 

Try the spirits to see whether they be of God!!! 

Without Jesus’ Spirit there is no comfort, no joy. You may seek joy, seek comfort, but there is 

none from the spirit that hates Jesus’ Spirit—the Spirit of truth. 

In the end, they are “damned who believed not the truth...” “They received not the love of the 

truth that they might be saved” (II Thess. 2:10,12). 

Reformed young people, you need the Spirit of truth. “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free... If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” 

He won’t levitate you from room to room... or bring you apple pies. But when you love Him as 

the Spirit of truth, reading daily in His love-letter to you, you will know Jesus well. And knowing Him, 

you will be free indeed! ❖ 
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