
Letters  

 
Dear Editor, 

As a subscriber for nearly 45 years, I would like to express my appreciation for many good 

articles in the Beacon Lights. In the May issue, there are a number of articles that are very appropriate 

and edifying. Two things that, in my opinion, don’t add to the positive image of the Beacon Lights is 1) 

the “Christian” fiction stories that are finding their way in the magazine, and 2) the articles on the 

various historical Churches in the Netherlands. I don’t see any real value for the readers and especially 

take issue with the one on the “Butress Church in Bierum Revisited.” 

This article particularly offended me because the implications can be misleading to our young 

people. First of all, it depicted the Christ by image which is in complete violation of Heidelberg 

Catechism Q & A 97 which states “God neither can nor may be represented in any way” and Q & A 96 

which states “that we in no way represent God by an image.” Secondly, the article leaves the 

impressions that this Reformed Church used this emblem by stating that “It is the seal used since many 

centuries.” 

Although, I am not aware of the individual history on this particular church, I do have reason to 

believe that this church followed the norm of the Reformed churches in the Netherlands. All the 

churches (this one was constructed in the “13
th

 century” nearly 300 years prior to the Reformation) 

built prior to the Reformation followed the practices of the then known church (Romish) with its 

images, painting, emblems, and other physical representations. Our Reformed fathers purged the 

building of such thing during the Reformation because they violated the Second Commandment. This 

happened mainly during what is known as the “Iconoclastic Movements” which took place in the 

Netherlands in 1566. A book by Abraham Van De Velde, The Wonders of the Most High-125 years of 

history of the United Netherlands from 1550 to 1675 makes this clear. (This book is available from 

Stillwaters Revival Books.) Van De Velde writes, “From Churches, Chapels, and Cloister: images, 

painting, and ornaments were cast out.” It is also a known fact that murals and paintings showing 

emblems were painted over. This is also referenced in the article in the Beacon Lights where it states 

that “The whole building is restored in 1949/1950, when beautiful formal murals were discovered 

under the paint” (italics mine-jvb) 

It also states that “The choir was built onto the Church in the 14
th

 century” but does not note 

that this again is a deviation from the practice of the Apostolic Churches. Our Reformed Fathers 

discontinued choirs and hymns at the time of the Reformation and restored Psalm singing to the 

congregation. 

My conclusion is that the Lord delivered us from those idolatrous practices and we should not 

give tacit approval via Beacon Lights, not even from the purpose of admiring art, i.e. “beautiful formal 

murals” but rather condemn them for what they are, violations of the First and Second Commandments. 

There are many “beautiful works of art” in the form of crucifixes, murals, patron saints, etc. displayed 

in ancient churches in Europe today but let us see them for what they are “accursed idolatry” and make 

sure that we don’t give approval by displaying pictures in our magazines. 

Sincerely, 

John Van Baren 

 

Response 

We certainly do not want to give approval to the idolatry of the Roman Catholics in Beacon 

Lights. I appreciate your insight into the implications of the May article and trust that the readers of 

Beacon Lights will too. I disagree, however, that the stories and articles on various historical churches 

in the Netherlands are not edifying or beneficial to the reader. I know children as young as nine years 



old who pick up Beacon Lights to read the stories under the “Story Time” rubric as well as “Little 

Lights.” These stories are milk for our younger readers and it teaches them where to find good reading 

for the believer: in Beacon Lights, and when they are ready for more solid meat-the Standard Bearei. 

More mature readers may very well belittle these sections of Beacon Lights, as is natural seeing they 

desire meat, but this does not mean they do not edify our readers. I also want to note in this connection 

that the stories under “Story Time” are not fiction, but are true stories of real people whose names have 

been changed. 

I also know readers who turn first to the articles on the churches of the Netherlands and then 

proceed to read the other material in Beacon Lights. Many find these articles interesting and the articles 

also provide a lively and interesting context to our history in the Reformation. The article in this issue 

provides our readers with Reformation history that, as far as I can tell, has never before been published 

in English due to the Iron Curtain of Communism. In order to get the material on the Reformation in 

Slovenia, the author had to go via someone in Australia and via a minister in England who understood 

the Slovenian language and was trusted by the people there. I personally have never before read this 

history except from a short historical section on an internet web page from Ljubljana (lee-oo-blee-ahn'-

uh). 
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