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Now finding a place in the homes  

of our own churches 

 
10 Who can not find a working mother? For her income is very much needed. 11 The 

heart of her husband is proud of her, for he now has money for a better house and a boat. 

12 She will keep him in the upper middle class all the days of her life. 13 She shops 

diligently to keep up with the latest fashions, and has no need to mend the worn out 

knees of her children’s pants. 14 She calls her family into the minivan and takes them out 

to eat twice a week. 15 She goes to the grocery store late at night to pick up quick and 

easy frozen dinners for her family. 16 She desires a new car, and buys it: with her 

personal income, she pacifies her home with cable television. 17 She joins the health 

club, she strengthens her mind and body with aerobics. 18 She perceives that her income 

is good; she stays up late at night to study the trends of the stock market. 19 She has no 

need for mending or sewing, for the clothing of her family is always new. 20 If it fits into 

her busy schedule, she may drop off the unwanted clothes at Good Will. 21 She is not 

afraid of being looked down upon, for all her household are clothed in the latest fashions. 

22 She can treat herself with a luxurious fur coat, for she works overtime for her boss. 23 

She is highly esteemed among the women as she talks about her work with the ladies at 

church. 24 She works in a factory, she works in an office, she works as a clerk in the 

store. 25 She is in control of her life and filled with confidence in her value as a woman 

independent of her husband; she is secure in her future. 26 She opens her mouth with 

finesse and in her tongue is the law of philanthropy. 27 She works hard to supply her 

household with riches, she is not the mother of leisure who sits at home to “baby sit” her 

own kids. 28 Her children get up in the morning and ask, “where is mother?” Her 

husband praises her. 29 Many mothers have worked hard at home, but this woman does 

that and even more! 30 An old car is shameful, and second hand clothes are to be 

abhorred, but a woman who works outside the home, she shall be praised. 31 Give her 

that for which she works and let her own works praise her in the gates. 

 

This is by no means an accurate version of Proverbs 31, but it would appear that it is the version 

that some mothers who work outside the home hold dear. Mothers who stay home to take care of their 

children often get the feeling that the mothers who work look upon them as ladies of leisure. Mothers 

who work speak freely and with zeal about their jobs as though they are blessed indeed of God. One 

begins to wonder, “how would the church treat a family that comes to the deacons with a financial need 

and refuses to send the mother out of the house to work?” Because these verses in Proverbs 31 praise 

the hard working mother, they are quickly seized and twisted by women who would like some biblical 

support for leaving their home and children to work for pay. Let’s be clear, Proverbs 31 does not 

support working mothers; neither does any other text in the Bible. 

Who can find a mother who works outside the home? With sadness, we must admit that 

working mothers are not so difficult to find. ‘With sadness,” I say, because mothers who work outside 

the home are doing so contrary to the Word of God and to the destruction of their home and church. 

Proverbs 31 praises the woman who works diligently for her household, but it praises the woman who 



fears the Lord by working in obedience to God within the sphere of the home. God instructs the aged 

women to teach the young married women to “love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, 

chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not 

blasphemed...” 

God says in 1 Timothy 5:14 “I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, 

guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.” God exhorts the mothers 

with children at home to stay home and take care of their household. Nowhere does the Word of God 

encourage or exhort mothers with children at home to let someone else take care of her children and 

household while she goes out to work and provide the family with an income. Nowhere does the Word 

of God praise the woman who thinks she can do the work of being a mother and also that work which 

belongs to the father. 

The women who forsake their home to find work elsewhere do so in most cases for the money: 

the very money which verse 10 declares as nothing in comparison to her value as a mother and 

homemaker! As a whole, this passage of Scripture describes a woman who is spending money rather 

than making money. Her spending is done carefully, in accordance with the means available to her, and 

always for the sake of her household. Whenever possible, she provides clothing and food for her family 

by producing it right at home. The money she does make by selling that which she makes in her own 

house is only a small part of her work and certainly does not contribute significantly to their bank 

account. Her value is not to be found in her ability to make money; rather, her value is the mothering of 

her children and care for what they have as a family. Her value is far above rubies. 

The mother who leaves the home to work sells the great treasure of motherhood for a pittance. 

To begin with, the mother who leaves her home immediately adds significantly to the cost of living due 

to the extra transportation, expensive frozen dinners and eating out, and baby sitting. Even if there is a 

net profit, ten, twenty, or even one hundred thousand dollars extra income is nothing in comparison to 

the value of a godly mother taking care of every need of her children. A godly mother is so valuable 

because God uses her to nurture and prepare each individual believer for a joyful life of service to God 

as a member of the body of Christ. The young child is very tender and powerfully shaped by mother. 

Every word of instruction and moment of time spent with the child in faith and within the sphere of the 

godly home adds to the depth of blessed covenant fellowship when the child enters into the life of the 

church. Her work as mother is, by the grace and power of God, of eternal value. Every absence of 

mother is a dark spot in the development of the child. Every substitute for mother opens up the child to 

disfigurement and corruption that will bring suffering and pain. Is that worth a few extra dollars which 

quickly disappear? 

The working mother may boast, “I can work and be a good mother besides.” Others say, “I need 

to get out of the house awhile to calm my nerves, it makes me a better mother.” These do not realize the 

full extent or real value of a mother’s work. Proverbs 31 illustrates a woman who is extremely busy 

with her work as mother and makes clear that her work is not limited to the four walls of her house. 

Modern conveniences save time, but God provides work to fill that extra time. It is work of service to 

the church. She takes visitors into her home, she relieves the afflicted, and she helps out the fellow 

members of the church (1 Timothy 5:10). She does these things with her children and in doing so 

instructs her children also concerning life within the church. 

God says in Proverbs 31:28 that the children know a good mother. They reveal their love for a 

mother who is with them all the time doing her work faithfully by giving her praise. Children who must 

make their own lunch, go off to school themselves, and go back to an empty home or baby sitter after 

school do not readily rise up and praise their mother. Children whose mother are too tired to look over 

their papers when they come home, too busy to remind the children to take school supplies, not present 

to lead in prayer and devotions, and spends her prime energy on work for her boss have no reason to 

praise their mother. They become bitter and resent that their mother sold something so essential for 

their life in the church for a few extra dollars that quickly disappeared. 
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