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The period leading up to the Synod of 1924 was a period of unrest in the Christian Reformed 

Churches in Grand Rapids. This unrest first appeared among the ministers and leaders of the churches 

as observed in the printed page. 

Rev. Jan Karel Van Baalen penned a brochure entitled, “The Denial of Common Grace Not 

Reformed But Anabaptistic,” The Revs. Hoeksema and Danhof responded to this attack with the 

brochure, “Not Anabaptistic But Reformed.” (Rev. Danhof, who was a minister in the First Christian 

Reformed Church of Kalamazoo, Michigan, was also known to oppose the theory of common grace 

and did not hesitate to speak out freely against it.) Later Rev. Van Baalen countered with a brochure 

called “Innovation and Error.” This brochure remained unanswered for awhile, because the two 

ministers were busily engaged in writing an extensive explanation of their views in a book entitled “Of 

Sin and Grace.” They also planned to give a brief answer to the attacks made against them in the 

church papers, The Banner and, but both of these periodicals were now closed to them for any further 

discussion on common grace. This gave rise to The Reformed Free Publishing Association, which took 

upon itself to publish the material written by the Revs. Hoeksema and Danhof. This committee also 

published Along Straight Paths and later The Standard Bearer. 

In discussing the unrest seen in the printed page, it is ironic that these two ministers, Hoeksema 

and Danhof, have often been accused of creating unrest in the churches, opposing the three points, and 

finally with drawing themselves from the denomination, and thus creating schism in the churches as if 

their stand was a completely new idea. This is not true. Already in 1918 Rev. Hoeksema wrote a series 

of articles in The Banner as editor of the department “Our Doctrine,” which clearly exposed the error of 

common grace as taught by Dr. Abraham Kuypcr. In these articles, Rev Hoeksema maintained that the 

entire theory as developed by Dr. Abraham Kuyper was not found in, but was contrary to Scripture and 

the Reformed Confessions. At the time not a word of criticism was raised against these writings, nor 

the faintest sign of unrest seen. No attempt was made to refute this bold attack by Hoeksema upon the 

common grace doctrine developed by the much loved and revered Church father. In fact, in 1920 

Hoeksema was reappointed as editor of the department. It was only after the Janssen controversy arose 

and after Janssen used the denial of common grace against Rev. Danhof, Hoeksema, and the four 

professors of Calvin, that Hoeksema began to experience opposition because of his stand against the 

doctrine of common grace. 

The unrest in the churches became ever increasingly larger as time went on. Rev. Hoeksema and 

Danhof keenly felt this as is plain from their writings. Shortly before the Synod of 1924 the two men 

wrote in the brochure entitled “For the Sake of Justice and Truth”, the following: 
 

Nevertheless, at present we are dealing with the theory of common grace, 

in particular as this was defended by Dr. A. Kuyper. Any other theory of 

common grace, in spite of what some may say, does not exist. And of 

Kuyper’s theory we maintain that it cannot stand the test of Scripture and 

the Confessions. We maintain the right to draw the line of truth differently 

than is done by Kuyper. What sin do we commit when we do this? There 

naturally will be those who disagree with us, or may have a different view; 

but if we are to be accused of being unreformed then we should be dealt 



with honestly. If this is not done, whoever is guilty is responsible for the 

consequences. 
 

And finally, we request that more study be made of the subject of 

common grace, and also of the related subjects that we brought up in our 

latest book, Along Straight Paths. In this book we answered every word 

of criticism that was brought against us. If we exclude the matter of 

man’s free will—which was decided long ago (at the Synod of Dordt, 

C.H.)—what, we pray, still remains that can be used to condemn us? That 

would be most dangerous. We must have research, not ecclesiastical 

procedures. Yet if there are those who are determined to raise all kinds of 

protest and objections against us, then we shall be forced to reckon with 

them at that time.” 
 

To quote no more, the Revs. Danhof and Hoeksema in the brochure, Along Straight Paths, 

reiterated what was a clear crippling blow to the common grace theory. 

There are those who raise objection to the fact that we referred to the theory of common grace 

as “unreformed and unscriptural.” The charge has been made that we should have served a formal 

protest against this doctrine and against those who defend it. To this we answered: This all rests on a 

misunderstanding. What we mean is this. First of all, it must not be forgotten that, according to our 

conviction, this entire matter is extra-confessional. The Confessions do not speak of it. We have 

explained this as our conviction more than once. In the second place, it is our conviction that the theory 

of common grace as developed by Dr. A Kuyper cannot be harmonized with our Confessions. Far from 

accepting that the basic principle, the idea of the theory of common grace is found in our Confessions, 

we are of the opinion that the entire theory is in conflict with that which we have inherited from our 

fathers. It does not belong to the Reformed line. In that sense we have used the term “unreformed.” The 

teaching of common grace is, according to our conviction, not only extra-confessional, but also so 

completely in conflict with our Confessions, that it can never form an integral part of them....For the 

Lord’s sake we shall continue to fight for our convictions, come what may. ♦ 
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