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Note to the reader: Before reading what follows, please read the Form Of 

Excommunication found in the hack of The Psalter. 

 

As stated in the Form Of Excommunication, excommunication is the “last remedy” for those 

under discipline who show no “true repentance.” Excommunication is the final step that the Church 

takes when the biblical method of discipline is practiced. It is important that the Church carries out 

discipline and that excommunication, if necessary, is practiced, because the proper administration of 

discipline is one of the marks of the true church. Churches which do not practice discipline are false 

churches to whatever degree discipline is not practiced. 

In most churches today, excommunication and discipline are rarely heard of. Unrepentant 

sinners are allowed to remain members in good standing. Sin is not preached against. Members of the 

congregation fail to admonish one another. The elders and ministers allow sin to run through the 

congregation. A false notion has overtaken many churches that brotherly love consists of letting the 

unrepentant brother continue in his sin, accepting him in full fellowship, and not offending him by 

preaching against sin. 

But this must never be the case in the true church where there is sound preaching and discipline 

is practiced. Excommunication, or the “last remedy” is commanded in God’s Word and has a three-fold 

purpose. The first purpose of excommunication (as well as the purpose of all discipline) is to bring the 

unrepentant sinner to repentance. Excommunication removes the impenitent sinner from the church and 

ultimately the kingdom of heaven is closed to him. (Matt. 18:18) If it is God’s will, the sinner who 

experiences life outside of the church and outside of the kingdom of heaven will come to see the 

seriousness of his sin and the deadly consequences of his behavior. He will become entirely ashamed of 

his lifestyle, repent of his sins, and do all that he can to lead a life pleasing to God. This is the first 

purpose of excommunication, to bring the unrepentant to see the shamefulness of his actions and to 

repentance, if it is God’s will. 

The second purpose of excommunication is to protect the body of the church. We read this is 

the Form where it states, “and likewise that we may not by this rotten and as yet incurable member, put 

the whole body of the Church in danger.” This is a very real danger. First of all, those who do not 

admonish and discipline the unrepentant become partakers of their sins. Secondly, it does not take long 

before the sin of one becomes the sin of many in the congregation. “Know ye not that a little leaven 

leaveneth the whole lump?” (I Cor. 5:6). It does not take long for one overlooked sin to spread through 

and destroy an entire church. We don’t have to look too far to see how the sin of adultery has overtaken 

many once-faithful churches. 

The third purpose of excommunication is that God’s name is not blasphemed. When those who 

despise God’s perfect law are allowed to remain members of the church, God is blasphemed, and the 

judgment of God falls down upon the whole church. 

It is important to notice that discipline, as well as excommunication, is a process which involves 

every member of the congregation, not just the elders. We do good to remind ourselves of this. When a 

member of the congregation is excommunicated, everyone in the congregation has a responsibility to 

that excommunicated person. First, we are to keep no company with that person, so that he may be 

ashamed. In II Thes. 3:14 we read, “And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, 

and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.” We can be assured that he who continues to 

live in his sin will not come to see his shamefulness if we continue to fellowship with him as before, 



and by that fellowship, indulge and flatter him in his sinful behavior. In fact, he who is nourished by 

our indulgence, will only become more obstinate in his unrepentance. 

Our second responsibility is not to treat him as an enemy, but to admonish him as a brother. We 

read of this in II Thes. 3:15, where we read, “Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a 

brother.” This is how brotherly love is shown. John Calvin speaks of this in his commentary on II Thes. 

3:15. He says, “We must observe, however, by what sign he would have brotherly love shown - not by 

allurements or flattery, but by admonitions. According to Calvin, we must do everything in our power 

“to shun the society of those whom the church has cut off from her communion.” And if the occasion 

arises, and we happen to cross paths with this brother, our only conversation must consist of an 

admonition. Anything less, and we are failing in our obligation to this brother. 

Another important aspect of excommunication is that of self-examination. This is apparent 

when reading the Form Of Excommunication. We all must take heed to ourselves, lest we fall into sin. 

We read in the form, “You have seen, beloved brethren and sisters, in what manner this our 

excommunicated brother has begun to fall, and by degrees is come to ruin; observe therefore, how 

subtle Satan is, to bring man to destruction, and to withdraw him from all salutary means of salvation.” 

Also mentioned in the prayer following the form is the request for the grace of God to avoid “all 

pollution of the world.” This is an important request, because Satan has many means to lead us into sin. 

Finally, we must notice the seriousness of excommunication. How easily we may be tempted to 

keep familiar association with those who have been excommunicated. This excommunicated person 

may be a brother, or parent, a close friend, or even a grandparent. Fellowship may be extremely 

difficult to cut off. But that is our calling. When this does not happen, terrible sin is committed. This is 

true, because the authority of the church, and Christ as the head of the church, is brought into contempt. 

Calvin puts this concisely when he says in his commentary on I Cor. 5:11, “When, therefore, the 

Church has excommunicated any one, no believer ought to receive him into terms of intimacy with 

him; otherwise the authority of the Church would be brought into contempt, if each individual were at 

liberty to admit to his table those who have been excluded from the table of the Lord.” None of us are 

free to ignore excommunication as the work of a handful of elders who have their own peculiar 

opinions. Excommunication is the work of the whole church whereby the kingdom of heaven is shut to 

those who are impenitent. This is serious. 

Whenever the temptation arises to continue familiar association with an unrepentant brother, we 

must look at the peril this brother stands in. He is outside of the church and therefore outside of the 

kingdom of heaven. There is no more dire position. When we see this, our only inclination will be to 

admonish him and point out to him the seriousness of his sin and the consequences he faces. We will 

have no desire to indulge him in his sin. Neither will we be tempted to flatter him with our fellowship. 

Rather, we will show our love by admonishing him. And then, if it is God’s will, he will come to true 

repentance and change of life, and be united in true fellowship with God and with us. ❖ 
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