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Question 

I know it has been long debated as to whether those who take their own lives go to hell or not. I 

could understand that if the person was an unbeliever his/her entire life, but what if the person was at 

one time or another experiencing a strong faith in God? 

 

Answer 
I will attempt to answer this question rather briefly. In the first place, normally when one takes 

his own life it destines one to hell. The reason for this is that it is sin against the sixth commandment— 

“Thou shalt not kill.” The Heidelberg Catechism rightly says that included in this commandment is that 

“I hurt not myself, nor willfully expose myself to any danger.” Understand that God alone has the right 

to give life and to take life. To take one’s own life is to be discontent with the life God has given, or it 

is to count God’s work as wrong. This is even the case when we take the life of a neighbor, we are 

discontent with God’s way with us and are not satisfied with the neighbor that He places in our path. So 

in dark sin we plot to remove that which is not pleasing to us. Hence rebel against God and break this 

commandment. 

Now we must understand that when God says it is sin to kill, and we decide to take our own life 

that is to kill ourselves, then we sin. The thing with suicide is that it is a sin for which we cannot repent. 

Almost all true suicides therefore involves one in sin against God which cannot be repented of. Such 

sin leads straight to hell. The sin against the Holy Spirit is unforgivable, Matthew 12:31. The sin 

against the Holy Ghost is the sin of impenitence which damns to hell. 

It is possible to speak of a hypothetical situation where one takes his own life by some method 

and does not immediately die, for one reason or another. Perhaps doctors try to save him and keep him 

alive for a certain time, only in the end he dies. It is possible in the time between the act and the final 

death that such a one may repent. This is really quite unlikely however. If one hates himself and God so 

much that he would take his own life, it is highly unlikely that he will suddenly repent and in sorrow 

before God seek His forgiveness. And yet remember that we cannot judge the heart. Which makes this 

exception possible, but not likely. 

This brings us to the second aspect of your question and that is our trying to understand this 

especially when the one that takes his or her life seems to us to have had faith. One thing in this regard 

is true, and that is if the act of suicide immediately causes one to die without repentance, then we may 

be sure that this person never did have true faith. There is no falling away from grace. There is no such 

thing as being once a child of God and then a ceasing to be God’s child. God causes His children to 

persevere in faith. Philippians 1:6 is an absolute, we may be “confident of this very thing, that he which 

hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ... ” God saves and His work 

cannot be thwarted. 

This means if there is such a suicide by one who apparently believed, the fact is that there never 

was true faith. We can understand that this is possible even from the Scriptural examples of Saul who 

often spoke as a believer speaks, and of Judas who was one of the apostles of the Lord and even 

preached in His name and did miracles in His name. And yet without a doubt both of these in suicide 

took the path swiftly to hell. 

May God give us the grace to see the horror of this sin, that we may never contemplate so 

rebelling against God. ❖ 



Remember to write your questions to me at revmo@mtcl.mtcnet.net Also feel free to write follow up 

questions. 
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