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A tiny seed is launched through the air and tumbles to earth where it bounces a few times and 

falls into a crack in the dry ground. There it nestles in among some particles of dirt where even the 

sharp eye of a hungry bird can not distinguish it from the dirt. The days go by. The sun scorches the 

earth. Feet trample it. The snow falls upon it. The cold freezes it hard. The tiny seed remains 

inconspicuous like one particle of dirt among millions. 

Clouds build up, thunder booms, and warm raindrops melt the snow. The sun comes out and the 

soil grows warm under its power. The warm moisture sets microscopic creatures into a flurry of activity 

as they begin to bustle about among the particles of dirt and the seed. Molecules of water prod the dry 

testa (seed coat) of the seed; heat brings the atoms within the seed to an excited buzz, and a new life 

begins to stir and grow toward the form and function of the plant from which it came. 

The tiny seed is a great wonder of God’s creation. Scientists distinguish some basic parts of the 

seed such as the embryo and its food supply encased by the testa. God made the embryo a special 

arrangement of cells containing everything necessary for the development and life of the plant into 

which it will grow. He made the testa a locked case to protect the embryo against the times of drought 

and cold. He made the only key capable of opening the case gently enough to stir up the life within the 

seed to be the environment necessary for the life of that particular plant. When the precise quantity of 

moisture, heat, oxygen, and in some cases, light unlock the intricate mechanism of the testa, God brings 

life to the embryo which draws food from the cotyledon (seed leaf) and water from the soil through the 

testa. The cells divide and burst through the testa. The embryonic root obediently grows downward into 

the soil probing for the water and food necessary for the plant. Soon the command rings through the 

seed for the cells of the plumule (embryonic shoot) to divide and push upward toward the light that 

God has given for the growth of a mature plant. God placed within the plumule everything necessary 

for the development of leaves and new seeds. As the plumule develops, the plant grows upwards for the 

use of man and the glory of God. 

God created the marvelous intricacies of the plant and its seed on the third day of creation. 

“And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit 

after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.” Genesis 1:11. Along with all the 

living creatures God created, He created the seed whereby it would produce again another of its own 

kind. 

God employs the idea of a seed throughout His Word to teach God’s people about His 

marvelous work of salvation. The word “seed” is used in Scripture in three basic ways. First of all it is 

used to refer to the part of a plant described above. God reveals to us that He has created the seed. He 

gives the seed to man for food. He sends the rain and the sunshine, as well as the drought and 

devouring insects. In these passages God reveals His sovereignty over all creation and His work of 

providence.
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A seed is also used by Jesus to teach the truths of the kingdom of heaven. In Matthew 13:20, the 

seed is the word of God preached and entering into the ears of believers and unbelievers. In the believer 

it grows and produces fruit, but in the unbeliever it withers and dies. In Matthew 13:24 the seed and 

sprouting plant is likened unto the believer living in the world among unbelievers. Matthew 13:31 

compares the tiny mustard seed to the kingdom of heaven which seems tiny in the world but grows to 

be the greatest among herbs. In Matthew 17:20, Jesus compares our faith to a mustard seed, which, 

though it be small, has power to move mountains. 



By far the greatest use of “seed” in Scripture is to denote children. The seed is the means 

whereby a living creature produces another of its own kind. The seed which was created within Adam 

to produce another Adam developed into Abel, a distinct being in himself, yet essentially Adam. And so 

today every person in the world is a copy of Adam. Not an exact copy, not a clone, but each child is 

brought forth in accordance with the wonderful process created by God for the bringing forth of unique 

individuals. 

Though the natural process of bringing forth children is marvelous, the entire seed of Adam is 

corrupt with sin. Sin is as inescapable as the fact of being human. Sin has taken hold of man’s entire 

being. Sin has brought death to man. Though children are born and the human race continues, the 

individuals die and there will eventually come an end to the human race. Sin blots out the covenant 

fellowship with his Creator, the only true life for man. The life within the seed of man is gone, but God 

in mercy creates a new and marvelous seed filled with the eternal life of God. 

Out of the human race, dead in sin, God chooses certain individuals, particular seeds, to be 

counted as His seed. “And because he loved thy fathers, therefore he chose their seed after them, and 

brought thee out in his sight with his mighty power out of Egypt;” Deut. 4:37. God produces again 

another of His own kind in these chosen. “That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are 

not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed.” Romans 9:8. These 

are born of God and free from the bondage of sin. They have the seed of God within them. “Whosoever 

is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is 

born of God.” 1 John 3:9. These are “born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 

word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” I Peter 1:23. 

Because of the wonderful work of God within us, we are no longer dead but alive. When the 

natural earthly life of our body ceases and we are cast into the grave, we are like a seed. Though our 

dead body appears no different than the dead body of the natural man, no different than a lifeless 

particle of dirt, it is a seed planted in the ground waiting for the call of God to sprout. We have the 

principle of a new life within that endures even though the body is dead. We are buried. The days go 

by. The sun scorches the earth. Feet trample it. The snow falls upon it. The cold freezes it hard. Fire and 

wild beasts may even consume and devour the body. It may be scattered across the earth as dust. 

Then Christ comes upon the clouds of heaven. The trumpet sounds. The fires of God’s judgment 

burn and purge the entire creation. The word of God’s power awakens the life within the seeds sown in 

the earth throughout the history of the world. In the twinkling of an eye, the new plants spring forth (I 

Corinthians 15:52). Our bodies will be raised. They will spring forth as the plant springs forth from its 

seed, “And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.” I 

Corinthians 15:49. ❖ 
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