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Tulips and Lilies 
 

By Connie Meyer 

 
 

Linda took out first one dress and then another. Soon her whole closet was on the bed! She 

wanted to look especially nice today because Mother was taking her along to visit a special friend, but 

none of her outfits seemed just right. Linda liked to be “grown-up” and pick out her own clothes, but 

Mother would have to help if she didn’t hurry… 

 

***************** 

Linda ran to catch up with her mother. It wasn’t that her little legs couldn’t move fast enough, 

but they kept on stopping in front of every patch of blooming tulips that they passed. 

“Yes, Linda, they’re beautiful, but we must keep walking or we’ll be late,” her mother chided. 

The sun shone on the flowers and made the colors so bright that Linda couldn’t keep her eyes 

off them as she walked. She bumped into her mother. 

“Now Linda, what is wrong with you?” Mother grabbed Linda’s hand to keep her walking 

safely. Suddenly, though, it was Mother’s turn to stop. They had passed not only tulips on their way, but 

many shops, too. Now Mother abruptly took Linda into one of them. 

Linda’s eyes were wide. She had never been in a florist shop before. It was wonderful! Not just 

tulips, but flowers of all kinds and colors completely filled the store. Linda was so overwhelmed that 

she didn’t notice what her mother had purchased. Soon they were on their way again. 

 

******************** 

Later that day Mother called Linda into the kitchen. She laughed when she saw Linda’s 

expression. 

“Oh Mother, they’re so pretty!” said Linda as she saw the vase of tulips on the table. She 

examined them closely. 

“Now you may look at them as long as you want to!” said Mother. 

Linda carefully fingered one of the velvet-like petals. “Why did God make flowers?” she asked. 

“Hmm. Jesus talked about lilies that are like a beautiful robe for a field. He talked about that to teach us 

not to worry about clothes. We should be thinking about the things of God instead. The field doesn’t 

have to worry about clothes, does it? God just makes the flowers grow!” 

Linda looked at the dress she was wearing. Then she looked at the tulips again. No, she 

shouldn’t worry, either! ❖ 
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