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Do you remember, that in Beacon Lights of August 1996 I wrote about the State Reformed 

Church of Bierum (province of Groningen, in the northeastern part of The Netherlands)? Well, two 

readers of Beacon Lights (from Jenison, Michigan) have paid that Church a visit during the past 

summer, and made this photo that shows the whole Church. Yes, Phil and Joanne Lotterman also went 

inside, and you see her sitting upstairs behind the organ. The Church emblem with the Lamb of God the 

visitors depicted high up in one of the vaults of the Church; it is the seal used since many centuries. 

The Church was built in the 13th century. The walls could tell you of the waves of the seas which 

lashed at this building, and of the people who found a sanctuary within her. But they could also tell you 

of the pomp and circumstance on the occasion of the wedding of the daughter of the lord of the 

neighboring castle, “Luingaborg” (which no longer exists). The choir was build onto the Church in the 

14th century. There is also the pulpit. The whole building is restored in 1949/1950, when beautiful 

formal murals were discovered under the paint. 

The lords of the castle presented the church in 1792 with the organ and the Communion silver. 

They were followers of the Reformed Princes of Orange and therefore called Orangists. The baptismal 

font is as old as the Church. The organ was built by the German, Franz Casper Schnitger, with the 

assistance of H. H. Freytag, with very expensive pipes and massive oak wood, well preserved. During 

the Second World War it was slightly damaged, but in 1953 carefully restored. The sound of this organ 

is soft and noble. The pulpit is artistic but not extravagant, decorated with the shape of a shield-bearer 

and a crowned head probably of a countess. ❖ 
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