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Psalter 42— Love for God’s Word 

By Beth De Vries 

 
We hear the law of God read every Sunday to remind us of the requirement to live lives holy 

and acceptable to God. This versification of Psalm 19 also reminds us of how precious God’s law is to 

our lives. As the first stanza shows us, the law of God is perfect. What could be a better guide for our 

lives? The law restores the straying people of God and shows them God’s way. We have confidence 

that the way in which we are led is right for us and in accordance with God’s eternal plan. When we 

hear the law read, we are convicted in our hearts of the righteousness of God. It is joy that fills our soul 

and heart when we remember the wisdom of God in giving us these laws and in giving us His Son. The 

Saviour who perfectly kept the law that we might have eternal life. We are called to fulfill the 

requirements of the law also but in our great sin we are unable. We are cleansed in the blood of the 

Lamb and made whole before God. 

We find in stanza 3 that the fear of God is undefiled, humbly we admit that this is not our doing, 

for we constantly transgress against God. We are ever grateful for our intercessor and mediator who 

makes us white as snow before the judgement seat of God. We are ever upheld in the truths of God as 

they are from the beginning of time and shall endure until the end of time. God’s truths and judgments 

are pure and righteous. God unfolds His divine plan throughout time and His name is ever to be 

glorified. 

The statutes of God warn us from wicked ways, which displease God and bring shame upon His 

name. We know that of ourselves we are incapable of keeping these laws and that our old man of sin 

often seems to rule in our hearts. We strive to please God, yet all our thoughts are filled with 

wickedness and sin. We see a comfort in the last line of the 4th stanza which speaks of the great reward 

for keeping God’s law. The great reward is the gift of eternal life, graciously bestowed upon God’s elect 

people. The gift of eternal life reminds us to at all times praise God for giving His son to suffer and die 

on the cross to merit eternal life for us unworthy sinners. 

We next turn to the chorus which reminds us to love the law of God with all our hearts. We are 

called to meditate upon it all the day. The repetition of those phrases emphasizes our need to not forget 

the laws of God during the week, but to always carry them with us. It is easy to become trapped in vain 

repetitions and not be attentive to the law when it is read on the Sabbath but this Psalter versification 

reminds us to listen and remember the law of God not only on Sunday but every moment of every day. 

With great joy we sing the words of this Psalter number, and when we sing this Psalter as we go about 

our daily tasks it helps us to remember our calling to walk in God’s ways. May we meditate on the 

great significance of the law of God every day. ♦ 
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