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Question 

I have been a Christian since 1978.1 am 33 years old. In that time I have attended many 

churches, most of them Baptist, Evangelical free churches and the like, until I met (a pastor) who is 26 

years old and preaching this “reformed theology.” WOW!! I have never heard this before! A light went 

on that had never been there before. This all happened 4 months ago for me. All of this makes perfect 

sense, like a well-tuned orchestra. Which now brings me to the question. Why doesn’t every church 

preach this? I know this doctrine to be true as I have listened very carefully to (this pastor) these past 

few months. I listened to him very intently and followed it up with Scriptures to make sure I was not 

getting sucked into some kind of cult. But everything is backed up by Scripture after Scripture. There is 

no spin put on it, just bold truth. About 4 months ago our pastor came on as a pastor of a church that 

was dying. Only 2 people in the congregation. He brought the congregation to 60 people in that 4-

month period. Just recently, our pastor and the 60 people were asked to leave the church by the 2 

original members because they did not like this Reformed “stuff.” Their words were, yes, we agree 

with most of what you are preaching, but we are afraid that this tough doctrine might frighten people 

away. Can you believe this? Why won’t the main stream churches preach what is true? What is the 

point of even going to church if you are not going to preach the truth? I don’t get it. Help me out with 

this. 

 

Answer 
I thank you for sending me this question, and since I was out of town the past week on church 

visitation I was delayed in the answering of it. But now I shall try to shed some light on the questions 

that you raise. First of all your experience is one that I underwent some 38 years ago myself. I had been 

raised in an Arminian or free-will denomination, and when I went to college I visited many other 

denominations as represented in local congregations. These consisted of many of the mainline 

denominations. But then I was led of the Lord to the Protestant Reformed Churches in America. Almost 

from the very first time that I heard the “reformed” preaching and began studying in the “Reformed 

Confessions,” I was struck with the fact that now for the first time I was really hearing the truth. The 

thing that caught my attention was the fact that the Reformed faith was logical, and when it is purely 

preached there is no contradiction that ever arises in the preaching of the Scripture. This of course must 

be, for the Scripture is God’s infallible, inspired Word that He has been pleased to give to His people. 

But even more importantly as that Word was proclaimed Christ applied it to my heart (and there was no 

doubt that this Reformed faith was the Word of God) it led me to see the horror of my sin, and brought 

me in humility to the cross, and there God gave testimony that my sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. 

The fruit of course, is that it is my joy to live in thanksgiving before my God for the Sovereign and 

wondrous work of salvation that He works in me by His Word. So I can relate to your joy, and may it 

continue strong in your heart. And may your young pastor continue to grow in the conviction that he 

must ever preach alone the truth of the Scripture and therefore the “reformed faith.” Now to your 

questions. Why won’t the mainstream churches preach this truth and why go to church if you have not 

this preaching? To answer this question, one must understand two main things. First, if the Reformed 

faith is proclaimed faithfully, then the truth of Scripture that man is totally depraved by nature is 

preached. The apostle Paul points out that before our quickening by the Spirit of Christ we are dead in 

sin (Ephesians 2:1-3). The true nature of natural man is seen in the third chapter of Romans, and we are 

taught that no man doeth good, no not one. Already we hear this said of man at the time before the 



flood when God speaks of fallen man in the following way as seen in Genesis 6:5 “And God saw that 

the wickedness of man (was) great in the earth, and (that) every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 

(was) only evil continually.” Now the preaching of this truth leaves absolutely no room for man to 

boast, he is dead in sin and can do nothing to save himself This preaching utterly empties one of all 

pride and of all self-seeking. 

But secondly, to preach the Reformed faith means that one must then attribute salvation alone to 

the work of God from beginning to end. And this means that one must preach double predestination: 

that God has from before the foundation of the world elected a particular people to save in Christ, 

through His work of redemption, and that God has from before the foundation of the world determined 

to reprobate others unto destruction in the way of their sin. Now, that this must be preached is evident 

from all that Paul says of the preaching in the whole book of Romans, and this includes the truth set 

forth in the 9th chapter where we are taught with the strongest of testimonies that it is not of man who 

willeth, but it is God that showeth mercy. We read in the verse 16, “So then (it is) not of him that 

willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.” And again in verse 18, “Therefore 

hath he mercy on whom he will (have mercy), and whom he will he hardeneth.” And woe unto us if we 

deny this truth, shall the pot say to him that formed it, why has thou made me thus. Preaching this truth 

we indeed rejoice with the apostle, and bless God as the apostle directs us in the first chapter of 

Ephesians. 

But brother, again this is not pleasing to the flesh for we are given to understand that from the 

very beginning, yea from before the creation, God determines the salvation of His people. And it is 

according to His sovereign decree that He sent His only Begotten Son into our flesh to redeem us. Jesus 

finished this work of redemption on the cross, and cries this out saying, “It is finished” before 

commending His spirit into Father’s hand. There is no work left to do to merit our salvation, Christ has 

satisfied completely God’s judgment against our sin. The natural man is not satisfied with this, he 

wants to think that he must do something, some of the work in order to be saved. He detests waiting 

alone upon God for salvation. 

The result is that many churches have given in to this natural desire of man, and have 

determined to bring a gospel that truly is no gospel; one that gives at least a measure of glory to man. 

But for God’s children such a gospel affords no comfort, nor peace. 

However, the Reformed Faith gives to us everlasting comfort and peace. For we are told by the 

Scripture, that we may be, “confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you 

will perform (it) until the day of Jesus Christ:” (Philippians 1:6) God perfects His work in the hearts of 

His people, and He sustains them in the battle of faith, and in Christ gives us the victory, even 

everlasting life. 

And God’s children rejoice and walk in thanksgiving, repenting of their sin and giving all glory 

to God for their salvation. This is the fruit of the indwelling Spirit of Christ in our hearts as He applies 

the Word of Christ to our lives. 

One final comment, we must go to church. Christ commands us to gather with the saints, and 

teaches us that it is under the lively preaching of the Word that we may expect our blessing. It is 

necessary that we are come under the yoke of Christ’s rule, and partake of His sacraments as well. So if 

we cannot find this preaching of the reformed faith, then we must seek it out. May God grant that you 

continue to love and seek the true preaching of the Word. May He sustain you and those you love in 

Christ in the truth, for only then shall we be humbled to give Him all of our glory and praise. ♦ 

 

Remember to write your questions to me at revmo@mtc1.mtcnet.net. Also feel free to write follow up 

questions. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rev. Moore is pastor of Hull Protestant Reformed Church in Hull, Iowa. 
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