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A Psalter-Psalm Devotional of Praise to Our Sovereign Covenant God 

 

April 1 Read Psalm 50 
Psalm 50:1-3 God speaks! Do we listen? Everyday God speaks to the world and the church. We 

know the world does not listen. What about the church? Are we listening to what God says to us? He 

speaks to us in creation. He speaks to us in what happens in our daily lives whether that be at home, at 

school, at work, or where ever He has placed us. Are we listening? Are there troubles around us 

through which God is telling us that we are not living a life of sanctification or are not walking 

according to His Word. Verse three tells us that God will speak to us. He will not keep silence about our 

sins. Our God is a consuming fire and this fire bums both elect and reprobate. Fear not, however, for 

we do have the comfort that we will not be consumed because He cares for His people. God speaks! 

People of God, we must listen. Sing Psalters 137:1 and 139:1-3. 

 

April 2 Read Micah 6:1-9 
Psalm 50:4-6 Yesterday we explored the idea of our speaking God. Today we see something of the 

process. First of all there is a gathering together to listen. Do we gather enough to listen to God? We 

gather often; of that there is no doubt. But are our gatherings devoted to listening to God. This means 

first of all attendance at the worship service. But this also implies attendance at lectures and Bible 

studies. These are means the church has historically used to listen to God. Secondly there is the content 

of that gathering. Micah told us that He shows us what is good. This is not something that we can learn 

from anywhere else but His Word. God speaks the truth. We must hear it. We see this truth in creation. 

All creation testifies to the righteousness of God. Finally we see that He is judge. We may never usurp 

this attribute of our sovereign God. He is Judge and He alone. Sing Psalters 137:2 and 139:4-6. 

 

April 3 Read Hebrews 10:1-10 
Psalm 50:7-8 In two days we go to worship our God. Is our worship totally God glorifying? Are we 

committed to worshipping Him only in the way He has commanded in His Word? To do otherwise, you 

know, is a violation of the second commandment. Man loves to tinker with the worship service to make 

it more palatable for more people. Sermons are shortened or done away with. Hymns or worse are sung 

or played in the worship service. Much is added which is forbidden by Scripture. Worship is not for 

man; it is for God! Israel as a nation was reprimanded, taken into captivity, and finally pruned from the 

vine for not worshipping God or not worshipping Him as He commanded. What about us? Are we 

worshipping to pay honor to God or to impress man? Sing Psalter 137:3. 

 

April 4 Read Matthew 6:25-34 
Psalm 50:9-11 People of God, have you ever pondered the greatness of our God? Today is Saturday. 

Many of us may use this break from our everyday labors to get out into His creation. What do you see? 

Do you realize that everything is God’s, and He knows every rock, animal, and plant? He not only 

knows about them, but He knows where they are and what is happening to them. God does not need us 

to make Him great. He is great within Himself. He gives to us some pictures of His greatness so that we 

with our minuscule minds can have some insight into His greatness. Go ahead, look around you, see 

God’s greatness, and then do nothing which detracts from that greatness. Sing Psalter 137:4. 

 



April 5 Read Isaiah 43:1-13 
Psalm 50:12-13 We are creatures; God is the creator. What are the implications of this truth for us 

and our lives? First of all we must keep that relationship foremost in our minds. As we carry out our 

daily work, and especially as we worship we must confess that God is the creator. This confession will 

help us live lives pleasing in His sight. It will help us in decisions about our family and its life. 

Secondly we must acknowledge that God is God. How many people wish to do away with this truth 

and allow man a part in his salvation. God is not a man. God is God! Confess this truth and live this 

truth until the day that Christ returns to take His church to heaven to live in sweet communion with 

God. Sing Psalter 137:5. 

 

April 6 Read Deuteronomy 26:10-15 
Psalm 50:14-15 Three commands are given in these two verses. Offer God thanksgiving. Did we do 

that yesterday? Are we doing it today? Will we do it tomorrow? Pay our vows to God. These are not 

just the vows of desperation, but these are the solemn vows made in our lives. For example there are 

the baptismal vows, the vows made at confession of faith, or the marriage vows. Are we keeping those? 

Finally we are commanded to call upon God in trouble. We need not run to earthly counselors or 

earthly means of help. Our God is faithful. He has promised to help us in times of trouble. He will 

deliver us. Why? So that we can glorify Him. Sing Psalters 137:6. 

 

April 7 Read Acts 17:29-31 
Psalm 50:16-17 People of God and especially young people and children, do you hate the 

instruction of God? What a terrible thing if you do! What is our attitude to the study of God, His Word, 

and His works whether it be at catechism, school, society, or elsewhere? To disregard it or despise it is 

horrible. God has terrible punishments for those who despise Him and His Word. Paul warned the 

Athenians about this terrible sin. That warning is for us as well. We have many opportunities to learn 

and study about our God. First of all we must make good use of them. Secondly we must do it out of 

love and gratitude for our God. Sing Psalters 138:1. 

 

April 8 Read Proverbs 24:21-29 
Psalm 50:18-20 I am always amazed and sobered when I hear the commandments preached in 

church. We tend to dismiss them as either being general guidelines or being against really bad sins. The 

three verses of today’s text are for us. When we hear the commandments preached, we must realize that 

we sin against them daily. We do it by actions, and as these verses tell us we do it by not reprimanding 

or stopping another who is sinning. The principle of corporate responsibility is very important for all of 

those who are members of God’s church. We must be holy even as our God in heaven is holy. Let us 

live a life of sanctification in gratitude for our salvation. Sing Psalter 138:2. 

 

April 9 Read Isaiah 42:1-9 
Psalm 50:21 Sometimes it appears to us that God overlooks sin. Is this true? We know that He sees 

all that happens on this earth, but does He excuse some sins? The answer is no, No, NO! It is an often 

repeated truth in the Bible that every work of man must be accounted for. What does this verse mean 

for us then? First of all we see that the character of sin is that we make ourselves greater than God. God 

will never allow that to stand, will He? It appears that He overlooks sin because one or two things are 

happening. First of all, the cup of iniquity of the wicked is being filled. Think, for example, of the lives 

of Ahab and Jezebel. Secondly, He may be using our “lamentable falls,” as the Canons call them, to 

work for our repentance and to cause us to flee back to His love and care. He will reprove us, and He 

will set our lives in order. Pray that God leads us not into temptation but delivers us from evil. Sing 

Psalter 138:3. 

 



April 10 Read Psalm 50 
Psalm 50:22-23 The final two verses serve as a summary of the teaching found in this beautiful 

Psalm. First of all, we see that the wicked will not be delivered but they will be destroyed. This should 

be a solemn warning about how we must live our lives. Secondly, we see that those who do the 

commandments of God will be blessed both in this life and the life to come. We see that we must praise 

Him in all of our lives. We may never do anything that is not praiseworthy to God. We also see that a 

conscious walk of sanctification will result in the final glory given to us by God. We are saved by grace 

alone. We will be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. God will lead us to glory and give to us all the blessings 

of salvation. Thanks be to Him for His gift! Sing Psalter 138:4. 

 

April 11 Read Psalm 51 
Psalm 51:1-2 In this Psalm we not only have David’s confession of sin but also his return to grace. 

The second is not possible without the first. He begins by throwing himself upon the mercy seat of 

God’s throne of justice. He knows that he has sinned against the all-righteous God and now seeks 

forgiveness for that sin. He knows that God is merciful and has a fountain of mercy for His people. Is 

this our experience, people of God? Do we confess our sins daily? Do we throw ourselves upon the 

mercies of God that are new every morning? We must wish to be washed completely clean. Not one 

speck of filthy sin can remain in us in order to enter the eternal rest. By God’s grace and mercy it is 

possible. Christ died for us! We are washed clean! Thanks be to God! Sing Psalters 140:1,142:1, and 

143:1.  

 

April 12 Read Acts 5:1-11 
Psalm 51:3-4 Ananias and Sapphira thought that their sin was against man. They thought that by 

fooling Peter and the other apostles they could gain for themselves some notoriety in the church. They 

were wrong...dead wrong. Sin, though it may be an offense against a brother, is always against God. 

David thought that Uriah’s death would clear him from judgment. After all Uriah was dead and 

Bathsheba needed a husband, didn’t she? God knew as Nathan pronounced with the words, “Thou art 

the man.” Those same words convict us of our sins. We sin and we sin against God. This is what we 

must confess. Our sins offend the righteous God. We must confess our sins to God, knowing that by 

His mercy He will forgive us our sins. Sing Psalters 140:2 and 143:2. 

 

April 13 Read Job 14:1-12 
Psalm 51:5-7 The truth of total depravity is not a popular doctrine today, but it is the truth. That is 

David’s testimony in verse five. Job knew it as well, as we read in Job 14. But both men knew that God 

desires and demands that His people remain truthful. They both knew that by God’s grace they would 

be redeemed and cleansed from the filth of sin. Man can never do this by his own strength; it can only 

be the work of God. David knew that this was not easy even as he asked God to scrub him clean with 

strong methods. But David knew that these strong methods were the only way he could obtain the 

cleanliness demanded by God. We, too, must seek that cleanliness, and we, too, must know that it is 

only available through the blood of the Lamb. Sing Psalters 140:3 and 142:2. 

 

April 14 Read Isaiah 38:9-20 
Psalm 51:8-9 Hezekiah’s prayer provides all the commentary we need on these two verses. Read 

them slowly and savor their full blessings for the child of God. And then turn to God yourself and pray 

that he will grant forgiveness for all your sins. By this means we find peace with God. Sing Psalters 

140:4 and 143:3. 

 

April 15 Read John 13:1-11 
Psalm 51:10-12 Notice David’s six requests in these verses. He and we can only ask these things if 



we feel the work of the Spirit in our hearts. Sometimes we must be brought to the depths of despair in 

order to see our need of a Savior. Sometimes we need to see that we can do nothing to earn salvation. It 

is a fearful thing to be cast out of God’s sight. Think of Judas Iscariot. Think of Peter. Only through 

confession of sin was Peter restored to the fellowship of Christ. Salvation’s joys are many, but they are 

not for the unrepentant sinner. Read these requests and then turn with me in prayer and take these 

requests upon your lips and from the heart confess your sin before God. David did, and he found the 

joy of salvation once again. Sing Psalters 141:1, 142:3, and 143:4. 

 

April 16 Read Acts 11:19-26 
Psalm 51:13-15 David recounts two results of his return to grace. First of all, he will teach 

transgressors God’s ways. David must do this by experience. Words alone will not convince others in 

this case. We must walk a proper walk in order to show others the error of a sinful way. David realizes 

that sin is not the proper path of the child of God. We, too, must realize and live out of that truth. 

Secondly, David says that he will praise God through the use of song. This is a very proper way to 

show gratitude for deliverance from sin. Only a redeemed child of God can sing with the joy acceptable 

to God. We, the redeemed, must confess our sin and then open our mouths in praise to our heavenly 

Father. By this method God will turn sinners to His way. Sing Psalters 141:2, 142:3, and 144 1-2. 

 

April 17 Read I Samuel 15:13-26 
Psalm 51:16-17 David realizes that outward actions are not enough. Saul could never learn this 

lesson. He thought he could do wrong, make a sacrifice, and all would be well. That is not the 

testimony of Scripture. God desires a true sorrow of heart. We must empty ourselves even as Jesus did 

for us. We must put self last and God first. We must be content and accepting of the will of God for our 

lives. Like Samuel we must constantly say, “Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.” This is the only 

thing that God desires. Outward sacrifices only pointed to Christ; they were not the way to salvation. 

Even as we prepare to worship on the Sabbath, let us make sure it is from the heart that we do all 

things. Sing Psalters 141:3 and 144:3-4. 

 

 April 18 Read Psalm 51 
Psalm 51:18-19 David opened this Psalm with the truth of total depravity. By his experience he led 

us through the way of forgiveness. Now he closes with the truth that the whole way of salvation is 

unconditional. It is all of God. When God does His sovereign good pleasure in the church and in the 

heart of the elect, then He is pleased with the sacrifices that we offer. Cain did not understand this, Saul 

did not understand this, and there are many today that do not and will not understand this. Pray for God 

to do His good pleasure in your lives. This is a prayer that we must utter daily. Then and only then will 

our worship, whether in or out of church, be acceptable in His sight. Sing Psalter 141:4. 

 

April 19 Read Psalm 52 
Psalm 52:1 At first glance it seems peculiar to put the two thoughts together that we see in this 

verse. But yet when we consider what they say, we see that it shows off God’s goodness very well. Man 

by nature likes to do mischief. We see this in very young children, we see this in young people, and sad 

to say we see this in adults. This is not the innocent mischief, but rather an attempt to discredit either 

our brother or even God. On the other hand, God only knows good. He can only do good; He can only 

will good. That goodness is something that the child of God experiences daily. God does not play tricks 

on us. God loves us as a father loves his children. Stop and think of the numerous times you have 

experienced the goodness of God. Then stop and give thanks for that goodness, for His mercies do 

endure forever. Sing Psalter 145:1. 

 

April 20 Read James 3:5-13 



Psalm 52:2-3 The context of this Psalm is David fleeing from Doeg. David must feel that all is 

against him. In verse 1, he shows that even though man tries mischief against him, God is good. Today 

David confronts Doeg’s sin. Doeg had gone to Saul and reported what had happened at the tabernacle. 

This sin is not peculiar to the reprobate. This sin of using the tongue for evil rears its ugly head in the 

church. The church must not only combat those without who report evil against them. The church must 

also make it her business to stamp out the same evil within. Yes there are wicked out there trying to do 

us in. We must have two responses. First of all, we must remember that God is good. Secondly, we 

must root this sin out of our lives. Sing Psalter 145:2. 

 

April 21 Read III John 
Psalm 52:4-5 The apostle John had spent three years listening to the teachings of Jesus. He heard 

Jesus tell the parable of the wheat and the tares. John knew that there were wicked in the church and 

that it was by the will of God. He warned the church to whom he was writing about one of those 

wicked people. David, too, had that experience. He knew that there were those in Israel who hated him 

and hated God. We must also come to that realization. Satan works in the church to try to cause the 

people of God to fall. Like John and David, we have the comfort that God will deal with the wicked in 

His sovereign way. We must not despair; we must serve God and know that He will take care of us. 

Sing Psalter 145:3. 

 

April 22 Read Micah 7:1-7 
Psalm 52:6-7 We read this text, and we may get the idea that we can make fun of the evildoer or 

that God will allow us to see the wicked’s destruction. This is not always the case. We may see the 

wicked fall, but we must remember that it is only by God’s grace that we stand. We must be sobered at 

the sight of the wicked’s destruction. David is talking about a future time. David is not experiencing 

this sight now. We must wait for God’s time and realize that any reaction we have will be to give God 

the glory. Our reaction must be that we fall on our knees and thank Him for the salvation He has 

wrought for us through Christ. Sing Psalter 145:4. 

 

April 23 Read Psalm 1 
Psalm 52:8 David now makes the comparison between the child of God and the wicked. After 

seeing the source of the wicked’s trust, David confesses that his trust must only be in the mercies of 

God. This was a mighty confession, seeing that David was fleeing for his life before Saul. David, even 

in that flight, saw the goodness of God’s mercy. David realized that God would bring him back to 

worship in the tabernacle. That was the only place where the fountain of God’s truth and mercy flowed. 

Is this our confession? Do we see that the church is the source of our election? The church is that 

source only because it is the body of Christ, not because of its earthly characteristics. Psalm 1 tells us 

about the blessed man. Can we take its words upon our lips? Do we want to take its words upon our 

lips? Sing Psalter 145:5. 

 

April 24 Read Psalm 52 
Psalm 52:9 The final verse of this Psalm is an exclamation of praise by David to our God. David 

realizes that this trial at the hands of Doeg has been ordained by his heavenly Father. He realizes that 

there is nothing else he can or must do but glorify God who reigns sovereignly above. In the second 

part of the verse, he says that he will wait upon God’s name. In the name of God, David and we can do 

all things. He says that it is good to do this. Is this our confession, people of God? Do we realize that all 

trials come at the hand of God, and that He will give to us the way of escape from them? Do we praise 

God in this realization? We must do that, you know. Remember to cast your cares upon Him who careth 

for His people. Sing Psalter 145:6. 

 



April 25 Read Psalm 53 
Psalm 53:1 The word fool is a very strong word in Scripture. It is one which portrays a lack of 

knowledge about that which is Godly. The book of Proverbs spends much time talking about the fool 

and the wise. This verse gives us a capsule definition of a fool. He is one that says that there is no God. 

A person who says this is a person who has no hope. He is on the way to hell. We must not lightly label 

someone a fool as Jesus tells us in Matthew 6. But yet we must never walk in foolish ways ourselves. 

We must never say there is no God. We must not say this with our mouths or show it in our lives. God 

does good- His good, and by that good, He saves us from our sins. Sing Psalter 146:1. 

 

April 26 Read Genesis 6:1-8 
Psalm 53:2 The passage we read for today gives to us the history before the flood. In that history, 

God found little good upon the earth. David saw that God looked down upon men in his day. God 

found little that was good then. What about today? Does God still look down upon us? He most 

certainly does! He looks upon our every work whether public or secret. He judges every work because 

He is the supreme judge. We know that He sees little good in the world around us. It just takes a little 

looking at a newspaper to see how depraved the world is. What about in our lives? Do we find “grace 

in the eyes of the LORD?” The answer is yes, we do. By the grace given to us by Jehovah we find 

grace. We need not fear a flood to destroy the world. God has promised that He will never destroy the 

world by that means again. We must however live in the realization that He is coming “to judge the 

living and the dead.” Sing Psalter 146:2. 

 

April 27 Read Romans 3:10-23 
Psalm 53:3 Paul quotes this text in his treatment of the doctrine of justification as we read today. 

Justification is that act of God in which we are declared righteous. To see how wonderful this idea is 

we must see what we were before being justified. According to this text and others like it, man by 

nature is dead in his sins. There is nothing that he can do to help himself out of sin’s mire. There is not 

one little bit of goodness in us that would help us to become saved. This has been an unpopular truth in 

the church world in the past and still is today. Man does not want to bow before God’s sovereignty and 

give to Him the honor He deserves for man’s salvation. Man in his “I’m great” attitude wishes to claim 

as much credit for himself as possible. Let us confess that we are nothing and God is everything. Only 

with this attitude will God be pleased. Sing Psalter 146:3. 

 

April 28 Read Isaiah 43:22-28 
Psalm 53:4 In this verse David talks about the wicked not calling upon God. What about us? Do we 

call upon God daily? Do we pray prayers that are pleasing in His sight? God gives us all things. He 

cares for us so that not even a hair can fall from our heads unless it be by His will. God gives to us 

salvation and will take us to glory at His time. Do we pray to Him? Do we call upon him often? How 

do we pray? Are our prayers reverent, or are they prayers like the Pharisees. Praying to God is the chief 

means of thankfulness that He has given to us. Let us pray often. Let us pray properly. When we do that 

we can be assured that God will bless us and take care of us. Sing Psalter 146:4. 

 

April 29 Read Proverbs 28:1-10 
Psalm 53:5 At the end of yesterday’s devotional, I stated that God would care for us. That truth is 

shown in verse 5 of Psalm 53. As David lived his life, he had many enemies who came up against him. 

David knew that these enemies were God’s enemies and were going against God. We must see that 

God’s enemies come up against us. Then we must see that God will fight for us in these battles. Only in 

this way will we find deliverance from the enemy who tries to defeat us. We can confidently call upon 

God knowing that He will protect us from all who seek to do us hurt. Sing Psalter 146:5-6. 

 



April 30 Read Psalm 53 
Psalm 53:6 Yesterday we spoke of deliverance from God. In today’s verse we see that it is sure. The 

salvation we seek comes out of God’s church. We may be captive under the powers of sin for a time, 

but like Israel God will deliver us from the Babylon and Egypt we face on this earth. This is certain as 

the verse states. We also see that the reaction of the child of God from such deliverance will be songs of 

joy to God. God has delivered us and is delivering us. People of God, are you singing? Are you singing 

the songs of Zion which make us glad? These are not the man-centered songs of the world. These are 

the songs which give to God all the glory and honor due his name. Sing and be glad, people of God, for 

our God has delivered us from sin and from Satan. Sing Psalter 146:7-8. 
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