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Elena did not like it very much, but because her mother had the flu, she had to spend a whole 

day with the twins, Jim and Anna. She had to change her plans for that day. There was a lot to do at 

home as well as in the garden, but to her pleasant surprise, the two ten-year-olds helped her bravely. 

Since she became a student at the university she did not pay much attention to the twins; she had a lot 

of studying to do. Her father was a barrister, and she had a married brother in Scotland. It was early 

September and the weather was fine. 

Elena did the washing, cleaned the rooms, vacuumed, peeled the potatoes and prepared a tasty 

broth with force, meatballs and vegetables for her mother. The twins picked some late strawberries and 

Cape gooseberries, cleaned the floor of the hothouse, removed weeds out of the grass field and picked 

moss from between the tiles in front of the shed with garden tools. Father was two times at the phone to 

ask whether all went well. After the lunch Elena sat down with Jim and Anna, reading a chapter out of 

the Bible. Jim asked her thinking what was meant with the remark, that the race will not be won by the 

one who is the quickest, nor the fight by the one who is the strongest. 

“Put it this way,” said Elena, “you cannot do it by yourself, as a human being. God gives you 

the strength, the staying power, the stamina. We will trust in Him for what we can do in our lives.” 

Anna said, “In my class at school, we have Andy Buck, who is quicker and stronger than 

anybody else. We are all afraid of him.” 

“Now, remember what mother told us about a girlfriend of hers, who was clever and handy, and 

the other one who was slow, but she worked hard. At the end of the school year that slower one won as 

the best of the class. And remember David and Goliath. That young boy slew the giant, because God 

wanted him to win the battle.” 

“Yes, Goliath was proud. He had insulted God,” said Jim. 

“Right. David prayed and asked to give him power and wisdom. The enemies of the Jews had 

not expected that and they were defeated,” affirmed Elena. 

“There is sure a lot in the Bible,” mumbled Anna, dressing up her doll. 

“Exactly,” said Elena. “We can find there the answer to all our questions, if we take the trouble 

to search for it. That is what I have learned at the girls’ society.” 

They cleared the table and did the washing up. “We are not so quick as Mum, but we can do it,” 

jubilated Anna. 

“Yes, because God gives us the health and the power to do it,” completed Elena. She almost 

dropped a plate, but Jim caught it. Then they laughed, the three of them. Anna applauded. ❖ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

J.P. de Klerk is an author and journalist from the Protestant Reformed Church in New Zeeland. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 57 No. 4 April 1998 

 


