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Many of us know about the founding of our churches, but the issues can be difficult to 

understand. The book Ready To Give An Answer provides an easy to read summary of the history and 

doctrines that were involved in the formation and preservation of the Protestant Reformed Churches of 

America. 

The book is partially a reprint from The Protestant Reformed Churches in America which was 

written by Rev Herman Hoeksema. The catechism dealing with the issue of common grace which was 

at the root of the problems in 1924, has been reprinted. 

Professor Herman Hanko adds a brief history of 1924 and 1953 to this catechism as well as a 

new catechism about the issues that presented themselves in 1953. These difficult times in our history 

impact us greatly. We have been richly blessed in our churches by the doctrines and truths of the Bible 

which God has preserved through us. 

The history is presented first and brings out the fact that the battle between common and 

particular grace was not new to the church. The historical section contains many details about the early 

and formative years of the Protestant Reformed Churches in America and is an easy-to-understand 

summary of this important time. Although it speaks only of the most important developments and 

events during 1924 and 1953, it provides a solid basis for the catechism which follows. This brief 

history may well pique the interest of those who haven’t read the detailed history in Therefore Have I 

Spoken by Rev Herman Hoeksema and The Watered Garden by Gertrude Hoeksema. The reading of 

these books in conjunction with the catechism may be very beneficial for those wishing to fully 

understand the events and attitudes of this history. 

Rev. Hoeksema’s catechism first looks at the doctrine of common grace from the Arminian and 

the Kuyperian view points. The views of these two men are the foundation for the three points of 

common grace as adopted by the Christian Reformed Church of America in 1924. Through a question 

and answer format, the views and doctrines of these men are explained. 

The first point of common grace is studied in detail in the next several sections and begins with 

quoting the point as adopted by the CRC in 1924. Rev Hoeksema then shows how scripture and the 

Canons of Dordrecht were used to support the doctrines, and how they were incorrectly interpreted or 

pulled out of context. Rev. Hoeksema goes on to explain how the common grace theory of Abraham 

Kuyper is evident in the first point of common grace and then explains how the scriptural passages do 

not support this view. 

The general grace theory, which has Arminian roots, is also taught in the first point. There is 

much evidence present in these questions and answers to demonstrate the Biblical and reformed 

explanation of the texts used to defend the first point of common grace. 

The following section gives a very good and thorough explanation of the texts commonly used 

to defend the general offer of the gospel. This is very useful as this idea is so prevalent in today’s 

church world. 

Sections 6 through 10 give a detailed explanation of the second and third points of common 

grace and how they were supported. These sections are less detailed than the first section because Rev. 

Hoeksema deals with the false doctrines thoroughly in the first section. He explains what each of these 

points must imply when fully understood and how they are fundamentally in error. He demonstrates 

how the third point is Pelagian at its root, denying the total depravity of natural man. Rev. Hoeksema 

also gives a detailed exposition of the confessional and scriptural proofs for the third point of common 

grace. 



The book then shifts to the catechism of the doctrinal issues of 1953. There is a brief historical 

question and answer section to refresh our memories to the events surrounding this controversy. The 

issue this time was specifically God’s everlasting covenant of grace and whether it is conditional or 

unconditional. Prof. Hanko first gives a thorough explanation of God’s covenant as shown in the Bible, 

and how it is completely a work of God to His elect people. According to this book, a common view 

that was taught at this time offered salvation to all, if the person would accept the condition of faith to 

believe. This makes it an Arminian view dependent on the work of man. The questions related to this 

are handled in a very concise and thorough manner so that it can clearly be seen how this teaching was 

incorrect. He also goes on to explain the idea of conditions in detail to provide a better understanding 

of these difficult ideas. 

The last section of the book is brief but extremely important, because it shows how the issues of 

1924 and 1953 are related, and at heart the same. This section clearly shows how a belief in common 

grace naturally leads to the free offer of the gospel and a conditional covenant. 

The battle for the truth wages on in this day. God has graciously preserved the Protestant 

Reformed Churches in America despite the onslaughts of heresies. Professor Hanko ends the book with 

this question and answer: “Ought we, therefore, to be thankful for this controversy? All glory belongs 

to God, who preserves His cause in the midst of the world and makes His truth to triumph.” 

There is also an appendix in this book, which gives the complete declaration of principles as 

adopted by the synod of 1953 to deal with the conditional covenant. This is also a very worthwhile 

section to read. The scriptural and creedal indexes also can be used for quick reference when studying 

these issues. 

I would wholeheartedly recommend this book for all to read as it is easy reading. Though the 

doctrines at times become complicated, the format of a catechism allows the reader to understand the 

issues in a step by step format. 

The book has a hard cover and the pictures on the cover are a definite help in putting faces to 

names for those of us who did not or do not know these individuals. May we all benefit from their 

knowledge and insight as God has used many faithful men to preserve His truth for us. “To God be the 

Glory.” ♦ 
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