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There is an error which is found in nearly every church today to one degree or another. The 

error is that God loves ALL (every man, women, and child) men and is sincere in His desire to save 

ALL men. 

Those who teach this error go straight to the Bible in defense of this error. They say that God is 

exclusively a God of love (I John 4:16). Not only is God a God of love, but the object of His love is 

ALL men (John 3:16, Psalm 145:9, Acts 14:16,17). And because God loves ALL men, it is His sincere 

desire that ALL men receive salvation (I Tim. 2:3-4, II Peter 3:9, Ezekiel 33:11). Finally, because it is 

God’s desire that ALL men might be saved, Jesus’ death on the cross paid the penalty for the sins of 

every man (I John 2:2, John 1:29). The error seems quite logical and seemingly has convincing Biblical 

proof. 

But the Reformed young person says, “No!” to this error. It is not Biblical. It is the lie. God 

does NOT love all men. God does NOT have a sincere desire to save all men. Christ did NOT die on 

the cross to pay for the sins of all men. Rather, God loves a particular group of people. He sincerely 

desires to save only that particular group whom He loves. Christ died only to pay for the sins of that 

group whom God loves. This is Biblical as we shall see. 

God loves only those whom He has elected to salvation in Jesus Christ. God hates those whom 

He has reprobated to damnation. Romans 9:13 reads, “As it is written (Malachi 1:3,4), Jacob have I 

loved, but Esau have I hated.” Despite what the proponents of God’s universal love might claim, God is 

a God of both love and hatred. He is a God of particular love and particular hatred. His love is directed 

towards His people, and His hatred towards those whom He has chosen for destruction. “Therefore He 

hath mercy on whom He will have mercy, and whom He will He hardeneth (verse 18). 

In verse 22 of the same chapter we read of “vessels of wrath fitted to destruction.” These 

“vessels of wrath fitted to destruction” can hardly be considered objects of God’s love. In verse 23, we 

read that the riches of God’s glory will only be made known to the “vessels of mercy” which He has 

“afore prepared unto glory.” 

The message of the Bible is one of God’s particular love; the love of God for His people only, 

and not an indiscriminate universal love of all men head for head. Here are just a few of the multitude 

of examples of God’s particular love found in the Bible: 

I John 4:10—“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved US, and sent His son to 

be the propitiation for OUR sins.” 

Romans 5:8—“But God commandeth His love toward US, in that, while WE were yet sinners, 

Christ died for US.” 

Deuteronomy 7:7—“The Lord did not set His love upon YOU, nor choose YOU, because YE 

were more in number than any people; for YE were the fewest of all people.” 

Isaiah 43:21—“This people have I formed for myself; they shall show forth my praise.” 

Exodus 19:5—“Now therefore, if YE will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then 

YE shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine.” 

Also to be found in Scripture are examples of God’s hatred towards the wicked, those whom He 

has not chosen and objects of His wrath. 

Psalm 5:5,6—“The foolish shall not stand in Thy sight; Thou hatest all workers of iniquity. 

Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: the Lord will abhor the bloody and deceitful man.” 



James 4:4—“Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is 

enmity with God? Whosoever will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” 

Isaiah 66:14—“And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like 

an herb: and the hand of the Lord shall be known towards His servants, and His indignation towards 

His enemies.” Romans 1:18—“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness.” 

From these and many other verses, we can see that the message of Scripture is one of God’s 

love towards those whom He has chosen, and His wrath towards those who are His enemies. 

The question that then arises is this. If God’s love is particular, does God sincerely desire to 

save all men? The answer to this question is also, NO. God cannot possibly desire the salvation of those 

whom He hates. 

The call of the gospel, the external call, the call to “repent and believe” as found in the Canons, 

Second Head, Article 5, is a “serious” and “unfeigned” call. Everyone who hears the gospel has the 

same responsibility, repentance. This responsibility is the same for the regenerated as well as the 

unregenerated. The difference is this: God accompanies this call with His Spirit to work repentance and 

regeneration in the hearts of those whom He has elected. This is the internal call. Nevertheless, the 

external command, as found in Acts 2:38, is sincere to all men who hear it. However, this external God, 

does not manifest a love of God to all men. God loves comes only to those who receive His Spirit to 

work repentance. 

Those who claim that God indeed does have a desire to save all men commonly cite three 

passages: I Timothy 2:3,4, II Peter 3:9, and I John 2:2. Sadly, contrary to the proper interpretation of 

Scripture, these passages must be separated from the verses surrounding them and the context of all 

Scripture in order to have the intended false meaning that God loves and desires to save all men. 

With respect to the passage in I Timothy, the proponents of God’s universal love need only read 

the first two verses of the chapter. It is evident that when “all men” is referred to in verse 4, it means all 

men in the sense of all levels of men, from kings to slaves. Verse 2 tells us that we must pray for men in 

authority because God will save some who have positions of authority as well as those who are 

common folk. 

I John 2:2 must also be separated from the message of Scripture. Read I John 4:10. John Calvin 

does a good job explaining how this verse melds with the message of Scripture in his commentary on 

the verse: 
 

Here a question may be raised, how have the sins of the whole world been 

expiated (atoned for)? I pass the dotages of the fanatics, who under this 

pretense extend salvation to all the reprobate, and therefore to Satan 

himself. Such a monstrous thing deserves no refutation. They who seek to 

avoid this absurdity, have said that Christ suffered sufficiently for the 

whole world, but efficiently only for the elect. This solution has commonly 

prevailed in the schools. Though then I allow that what has been said is 

true, yet I deny that is suitable to this passage; for the design of John was 

no other than to make this benefit common to the whole Church. Then 

under the word all or whole, he does not include the reprobate, but 

designates those who should believe as well as those who were scattered 

through various parts of the world. For then is really made evident, as it is 

meet, the grace of Christ, when it is declared to be the only true salvation 

of the world. 
 

Neither does II Peter 3:9 speak of God’s love and desire to save all men. This is evident from 

the verse itself. God is “longsuffering to US-WARD.” God will not let any of His own perish. All of 

His own will come to repentance. This verse does not speak of God’s desire to save all men. 



None of these three verses, as well as the rest of the Bible, speak of God’s love of all men. Nor 

do they speak of God’s desire to save all men. Nor do they speak of Christ’s death for all men. Rather, 

they speak of the God who loves His people and sent His Son to die for His people and His people 

only. 

For those who would still claim that God loves all men and desires to save all men, there are a 

few questions they must answer. 

1. If God loves all men and desires to save all men, why then are not all men saved? God 

certainly has the power. God certainly carries out everything in His counsel. But yet, not all men are 

saved. Fact is, most are not. “And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the 

sinner appear?” (I Peter 4:18). The proponents of God’s universal love are left with a helpless god, 

unable to accomplish his plan and fulfill his desire to save all men. 

2. If God desires to save all men, how is this explained in light of Romans 9:18 and 11:7 

where we read that God “hardeneth” the hearts of unbelievers and blinds them to the truth? How can 

God, on the one hand love and desire to save men, and on the other hand, harden their hearts and give 

them “eyes that they should not see?” This is a contradiction. This is not possible. So the defenders of 

God’s universal love are left with a hopelessly contradictory god. 

3. If God loves all men, is not it then our duty to love all men and become friends with the 

world? How can this be, if we are called to be in this world, but not of this world? I John 2:15 reads: 

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him.” James 4:4 reads: “Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with 

God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” Is it possible to befriend 

the very enemies of God? 

These are just three of many questions that must be answered by opponents of God’s particular 

love and limited atonement. If God’s salvation is indeed extended to all men, then there must 

necessarily be such things as resistible grace and universal atonement. If God loves and desires to save 

all men, then Christ must have died for all men. If God desired to save all men, and some men go 

unsaved, then God’s grace must be resistible. Both of these ideas are clearly unbiblical and impossible. 

The Reformed Christian faith must have total depravity, unconditional election, limited atonement, 

irresistible grace, and preservation of the saints. Removing or twisting just one of these elements 

destroys the whole. All of them are necessary. ❖ 
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