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Your homework sits in your backpack. You know it is going to take a good deal of work. If it 

doesn’t get done you can expect to get a D-. But you say to yourself, “who cares if I get a D-, I don’t 

feel like doing it now.” Your parents say “don’t you have homework?” “Yeah, whatever,” you respond. 

You’re stuck on a math problem. The teacher is there at the desk willing to answer any 

questions, but you stick in some numbers that you know are not right and daydream the rest of the class 

period away. You say to yourself, “I don’t care about math anyway, and these problems are stupid. 

What good will it do me in life?” 

You are in the catechism room waiting for your turn for a question. You do not know it very 

well, but you hope you get an easy one and can somehow get the words out. You fumble around and the 

minister asks whether or not you’ve studied. You admit you haven’t and then assume a defiant attitude 

of “I don’t really care.” You look around the room with a sheepish grin for the support of your other “I 

don’t care” friends instead of deciding then and there that you will work hard to do better next time. 

Your parents encourage you to participate in young peoples’ society and make confession of 

faith. “Yeah, whatever.” You have other interests, you find the church activities boring, and you don’t 

care much right now about church life. At society you let everyone know by your posture and 

expression that you don’t care about the discussion. 

Is this language and attitude familiar to you? What I have described is the “I don’t care” attitude 

which flares up to a varying degree in all of us and eats away at the life of the church. Often the attitude 

makes its first glaring appearance during the teenage years. Sometimes the attitude is overcome by the 

grace of God, but sometimes it lingers or smolders surreptitiously in one’s heart years later. Whether it 

remains hidden in our heart or openly manifest, the attitude only brings misery to oneself and the 

church. It is a sin that we must diligently fight against. 

What’s going on? Why does a once caring and eager child suddenly become dead to everything 

around? At bottom the problem is sin. Sin manifests itself differently at different stages of our lives, but 

it is all sin. Satan knows that the various poisons of sin work best at certain times of our lives and 

injects them at the time when they will do the most damage. The teenage years are one of those times 

when Satan is very busy. The teenager is faced with so many new responsibilities and things to know in 

life that it is impossible to take it all in. His or her self-consciousness has also developed to a point 

where this inability to appropriate all the new things becomes embarrassingly apparent. When 

threatened we often seek a quick and easy way to defend ourselves and maintain our dignity, and here 

lies an open door for sin. What should I do when my pride and self-satisfaction is threatened? A 

popular solution for the teenager is to build up a wall of “I don’t care.” Whether they really do care or 

not they talk the talk, and think to themselves, “When people know that I don’t care, they will think my 

life is too important to be bothered. People will think I am strong and secure. No one will see how 

weak I really am. I can shrug off all the pesterings of adult life and responsibilities and focus on 

myself. Pretty soon I even believe that I am what I think I appear to be.” Unfortunately the wall isolates 

one from the help one needs and hastens the rot of sinful pride. Soon the only thing left is the “I don’t 

care” shell, a shell that is unfit as a living stone for the construction of the glorious church of God. 

This “I don’t care” attitude may be part of the growing pains faced by young people, but that is 

no excuse to leave it be. This attitude is inappropriate for the believer young or old. This is a sinful way 

of life that threatens the whole church. We are a body of believers. God has given us our place in the 

church. He places us within the Body of Christ and therefore we MUST care. We read in I Corinthians 

12:24-25 “God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which 



lacketh: That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care 

one for another.” Members of the body of Christ that do not care about the other members of the body, 

the interrelations of members within the church, and the overall life of the church really have no place 

in the church. They are foreign to the body and inevitably begin to interfere with the life of the body. 

The “I don’t care—Whatever” attitude is promoted by the “rugged individualism” philosophy 

popular in America. We must not think of ourselves as rugged self-sufficient individuals. We must not 

shrink back into ourselves and be content to fend for ourselves and care only about what we want for 

ourselves. The rugged individualist may be the American way, but it is destructive to the church. We 

need to be aware of the presence of this philosophy and not be blind to the fact that television and other 

popular media promote it. 

In opposition to the “rugged individualism” and “I don’t care” philosophy, the church, home, 

and school must actively teach and demonstrate care and responsibility in church life. We must pray to 

God for the strength and desire to care for other people as well as our responsibilities in the church. 

Each one of us needs to examine our own lives and confess that we all fall short of our calling to seek 

first the kingdom of God. A godly attitude and biblical conception of one’s place in the church must be 

developed out of our knowledge of God and His church. Parents should address the problem with their 

teenage children from God’s Word. Often fellow young people who are concerned for the spiritual 

well-being of the “I don’t care” classmate or friend can impart a powerful influence toward positive 

change. Don’t approve of the “I don’t care” language of your friends. Don’t be silent about it. Set a 

good example by not using the language yourself. 

You can actively promote the “I care” attitude by asking for the care of others. Pray for the 

courage to admit your limitations and look to a friend, family, or your pastor for help. If everybody 

lives as a rugged individual, they do not admit they need others and eventually are unwilling to care for 

others. But, if everybody makes known their needs from the other members, they will receive help and 

also be willing to care for others. 

Let’s cut out the “I don’t care” “whatever” language from our talk. Don’t be fooled by its 

deception. Don’t glorify the “rugged individual.” Don’t look up to the “I don’t care” individual who 

looks strong on the outside but hollow and insecure on the inside. Instead, demonstrate the Christian 

life in a walk of thankfulness and care one for another. We are members of a Body. God calls us to 

“have the same care one for another.” ❖ 
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