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In addition to the doctrinal denials already mentioned in our discussion of theistic evolution, it 

is impossible for the theistic evolutionist to have a proper understanding of the antithesis, of marriage 

and the family, and of work and rest. 

This truth of the antithesis is found already in the second chapter of Genesis, in verses 16 and 

17. Here Adam is instructed that he may eat of every tree in the garden with the exception of the tree of 

the knowledge of good and evil. Of this tree God says, “Thou shalt not eat of it.” Later, after Adam 

broke this commandment of God, we read in Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity between thee and 

the women, and between thy seed and her seed.” In these two verses, we have a clear understanding of 

the antithesis. 

The antithesis is a part of creation. God willed the antithesis. It was not an accident resulting 

from the sin of Adam. Antithesis is a part of God’s divine plan. This is not to say that there is antithesis 

within God Himself. There is no opposition within God Himself. However, there is antithesis in 

creation and it is the work of God. Isaiah 45:7 explains this clearly, where we read, “I form the light, 

and create darkness: I make peace and create evil: I the Lord do all these things.” 

A belief in theistic evolution necessitates a denial of this antithesis in the world. As far as the 

theistic evolutionist is concerned, light and darkness are not distinct. Good and evil cannot be 

distinguished one from another. The theistic evolutionist cannot say that God has willed and created 

darkness in this world to be His servant. Darkness and evil are not the servants of God against which 

the bright glory of God is shown, but are powers outside of the control of God. 

Because God is pure thesis, and because God has created darkness so that He might forever hate 

it, He has also by his grace put the thesis in His people. God requires of us that we live thetically in all 

spheres of life. Just as God hates sin and evil, so must we. By God’s grace, we fight against them and 

seek no cooperation with them. One cannot hold to the doctrine of the antithesis and theistic evolution 

at the same time. 

Another problem that the theistic evolutionist faces is that he cannot have a proper view of 

marriage and the family. This is because a proper understanding of the two can only be found within 

God’s work of creation. In Genesis 2:21-24 we read of the forming of woman by God out of a rib of 

Adam. In verse 24 we read, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave unto 

his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” This institution of marriage, performed by God in paradise, sets 

the example for all marriages. It is the joining of two into one. To deny this truth in the second chapter 

of Genesis, or to belittle it as myth, is to deny it as it is found in Ephesians 5:31,1 Corinthians 6:16, and 

everywhere it is found in Scripture. 

Along with this comes a proper view of the family. In Genesis 3:20 we read, “And Adam called 

his wife’s name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.” This verse is related to the promise in 

verse 15 where we read that the seed of the women would bruise the head of the serpent. This seed of 

the women is Christ, whose death redeems all the “living” seed of the women. Adam and Eve were the 

very first parents to bring forth covenant children. Abel was the first covenant seed. God was beginning 

to save His children in the line of continued generations. This is plain to see in chapters 4 and 5. The 

children of Seth walked in the ways of the Lord, whereas the children of Cain walked in the ways of 

unbelief. 

Theistic evolutionists, by virtue of their non-literal interpretation of the first chapters of 

Genesis, necessarily have a wrong view of work and rest. In Genesis 1, we read that God created 

everything and formed man in six days. On the seventh day He ended His work and rested (Gen 2:2). 



According to the theistic evolutionist, these six days referred to in Genesis 1 are not literal 24-hour 

days. Each of these “days” must be understood as long periods of time, probably millions, or billions of 

years. Genesis 1 simply serves as an easy-to-understand summary of the long evolutionary process, 

says this brand of evolutionist. 

This is a dangerous error. For to deny a literal six- day creation and the Lord’s rest on the 

seventh day, is to open the door to desecration of the Lord’s Day. In Exodus 20: 8-11, we read the 

fourth commandment. Six days we are to labor, and the seventh day we are to keep holy. This 

command is grounded in the very work of God in creation as explained in verse 11 of Exodus 20 where 

we read, “For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 

seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.” We are to labor six days and 

keep holy the seventh day because the Lord created in six days and rested the seventh. Theistic 

evolutionists have no use for this command of God. It is not a wonder then that sabbath observance 

means very little in denominations where theistic evolutionism has taken hold. This is just one instance 

of people who have gone wrong in the area of practical living because they do not have a proper 

understanding; in this instance, of the doctrine of creation. 

Finally, those who embrace theistic evolution deny the miracle of creation. A denial of the 

miracle of creation leads to a denial of all other miracles found in Scripture. Among these miracles are 

the virgin birth of our Savior, His atoning death, and His resurrection and ascension into heaven. One 

who denies these miraculous works, denies the miracle of salvation, and is an unbeliever. This is where 

theistic evolution leads. Those who champion this false doctrine really have no use for God and His 

Son. 

Those who still would say that it is possible to believe in theistic evolution and not deny the 

work of God in salvation ought to read Article 12 of the Third and Fourth Heads of Doctrine in the 

Canons. When speaking of the work of regeneration, the Canons compares this work of God to that of 

creation with the following words: 
 

but it is evidently a supernatural work, most powerful, and at the same 

time most delightful, astonishing, mysterious, and ineffable; not inferior in 

efficacy to creation, or the resurrection from the dead, as the Scripture 

inspired by the author of this work declares. 
 

There is no doubt that theistic evolution is anti-Confessional and unbiblical. There is hardly a 

book in the Bible that does not mention the miracle of creation. In Psalm 19:1 we read, “The heavens 

declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth His handywork.” In Romans 4:17 we read of God 

who “calleth those things which be not as though they were.” In Nehemiah 9:6 we read, “Thou, even 

thou, art Lord alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and 

all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest them all; the host of 

heaven worshipped thee.” There is no doubt as to what the whole of Scripture says about the work of 

creation. 

With this, we end our discussion of theistic evolution. In next month’s issue, Lord willing, we 

will discuss the proper view of the doctrine of creation; the belief of which begins with faith. ♦ 
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