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The Westminster Shorter Catechism, composed in England in 1647, begins with the question: 

“What is the chief end of man?” To that the answer is given: “Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to 

enjoy Him forever.” 

That applies also to God’s church. For God shows forth the riches of His glory in and through 

the church. Our Sabbath services are worship services. Sound preaching is God-centered. The entire 

service, including our prayers and singing, must be to the glory of God. For God bestows His blessing 

there. 

It is with that in mind that we sing in our worship services: 
 

                                   Zion, founded on the mountains, 

                                   God, thy Maker, loves thee well; 

                                   He has chosen thee, most precious, 

                                   He delights in thee to dwell; 

                                   God’s own city, God’s own city  

                                   Who can all thy glory tell? 

                                                                       Psalter 237 
 

How true it is that, “Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God” (Psalm 87:3). Yet there 

are times in the history of God’s church when the bitter complaint is raised: “Shameful things of thee 

are spoken, O city of God.” Gradually but surely, even unawares, heresies creep into the church. False 

doctrines are taught in the seminary, preached from the pulpit, fed to the children in the catechism class 

and in the schools, and spread abroad through the church papers. 

Basically the error has always been that the emphasis falls less and less upon God and more and 

more on man. God is forced to the background and man is placed on the foreground. The teaching and 

preaching becomes man-centered instead of God-centered. 

This was the sin of Adam and Eve in paradise. The devil had assured them that by eating of the 

forbidden tree they would be as God, knowing good and evil. The sin of the entire human race is that 

every one wants to be independent, self-sufficient, seeking the praise of men rather than the glory of 

God. 

This was often the sin of Old Testament Israel. They went through periods of apostasy, in which 

the people preferred to choose the God whom they would serve. They chose the idols above the living 

God. Yet, God loved His beloved children. Therefore, God, in His just judgment, gave them over to the 

oppression of the enemy, and through the oppression of the enemy, which was nothing less than God’s 

judgment, He brought them to repentance. This judgment caused them to see their weakness apart from 

Him and cry out for deliverance. This cry God heard, and, for the elect remnant’s sake, He delivered 

them. This history repeated itself time and again. 

This sin was evident even after the Babylonian captivity when the sects of the Sadducees and 

Pharisees arose, which crucified the Christ. God’s judgment came upon them, but the church 

experienced the blessedness of the Pentecost. 

The history of the new dispensation is no different. Already in the days of the apostles, the 

sinful lauding of man crept into the church. After the apostles death, there was especially the error of 

Pelagius, who taught that mankind is not completely dead in sin, but can save itself with the aid of 

God’s grace if he will only persevere and strive to overcome sin. God raised the church father 



Augustine to oppose him and to maintain the truth of God’s sovereignty over all. Soon after, at the time 

of Gottschalk, the semi-pelagians tried to take over. 

Thereupon the people found themselves bound in the shackles of the Roman Catholic Church 

and the power of the pope. Now all emphasis fell on a salvation by works. By penance, by self-denial 

and devotion to the church one can be saved, for the church had the power to save. In the 16th century 

God brought about the great Reformation by raising such men as Luther and Calvin, who led them back 

to the Word. 

It was not long after, that Arminius lifted his head with his subtle attempt to introduce once 

more the error of Pelagius in a more refined form. Over against his deception the church formulated the 

five points of Calvinism as adopted by the Synod of Dordtrecht, 1618-19: total depravity, unconditional 

election, limited atonement, irresistible grace and the preservation of the saints. 

Gradually a spirit of dead orthodoxy and spiritual laxity fell upon the church. It was the 

‘common folk’ who hungered for the Word, and God raised men like De Cock, Van Velzen, Van Raalte, 

Scholte and others to bring about the Afscheiding, the Secession in 1834, whereby many were drawn 

out of the State Church to form their own denomination. 

Another large segment withdrew from the State Church under the leadership of Dr. Abraham 

Kuyper in 1886. In 1892 these two groups joined into the Gereformeerde (Reformed) Church in the 

Netherlands. Since as churches we have our roots in the Netherlands, we shall have occasion to refer to 

these two groups later. 

Repeatedly, the church had departed from a God- centered gospel and taught a heresy that 

appeals to man’s carnal nature. One cannot fail to notice that always the truth of God’s sovereign grace 

was attacked, and that too, with first a silencing of the truth of predestination, and then an outright 

denial of it, especially of reprobation. 

Our purpose now is to acquaint you through the eye of an observer with the background of the 

reformation that took place in 1924 and that brought about the rise of the Protestant Reformed 

Churches under the leadership of Rev. Herman Hoeksema.* ♦ 

 

*For a much more thorough and extensive acquaintance with what happened in this period we 

recommend that you read "Watered Garden" by Mrs. Gertrude Hoeksema, obtainable at the Reformed 

Book Outlet in Hudsonville. 
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