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February 1 Read Psalm 44:1-8; Psalm 44:1-2 
“Yea, for Thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are counted as sheep for the slaughter.” This is 

the evaluation of Israel by the Psalmist in Psalm 44. How could this be since God had promised Israel 

that He would give them Canaan for an everlasting inheritance? Had God forgotten His covenant? Had 

he delivered Israel from Egypt and planted them in Canaan only to let them be overrun and mocked by 

the surrounding nations? How could God let this happen to His chosen people? Was not His own Name 

at stake? These and many other related questions often rise in our hearts when we read in Scripture of 

the church amid persecution. And from Psalm 44, we know that the Psalmist had the same questions. 

What are the answers to these questions? In our devotionals on Psalm 44, we will seek the answers to 

these critical questions which have troubled the Church of Christ for ages. Try to find the answers from 

Scripture for yourself as we go along. Sing Psalter 121:1. 

 

February 2 Read Psalm 80; Psalm 44:3 
The inspired Psalmist begins our Psalm with a wonderful confession of God’s covenant faithfulness 

toward Israel. He knows the covenant which God established with his fathers Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob. He knows that God promised to Israel the land of Canaan for an everlasting possession. How 

does he know all this? The answer is that he was taught by his fathers of Israel’s victories through 

God’s outstretched arm. We sing of those victories in Psalter 121:1 with these words, “The nations 

were crushed and expelled by Thy hand, Cast out that Thy people might dwell in their land.” How is 

this possible? Only in Jehovah God: “But Thy right hand saved and the light of Thy face, Because of 

Thy favor and wonderful grace” (St. 2). Indeed, only through God’s sovereign grace do we defeat our 

foes including those that persecute us. Sing Psalter 121:2. 

 

February 3 Read I Samuel 17:38-50; Psalm 44:4-5 
By recounting before God his past favor toward Israel, the Psalmist in verse 4 cries to God to 

deliver Israel again for His Name’s sake. His cry to God is one that the Church has always made, and 

one that we will also make in the last days. It is this: “God, Thou hast established Thy covenant with 

our fathers and Thou hast delivered them. Now we are persecuted because we confess Thy Name as our 

fathers did. Why dost Thou allow the wicked to persecute us and drag Thy Name in the mud?” (See 

vss. 13,14; Cp. Psalm 74). We find the answer in David’s defeat of Goliath. There God showed to all 

the world that He will not tolerate the mocking of His Name. He will assuredly glorify His Name by 

delivering us from the derision of our persecutors. Let this be our comfort in the dark days to come. 

Sing Psalter 121:3. 

 

February 4 Read Joshua 6; Psalm 44:6-8 
Jericho, Gideon and the Midianites, and Hezekiah and Sennacherib (Josh. 6, Jude 7, & 2 Kings 19 

resp.). All monumental victories given to Israel directly by Jehovah. Truly, Israel could sing, “No trust 

will I place in my strength to defend, Nor yet on my sword as a safeguard depend; In Thee, Who hast 

saved us and put them to shame, We boast all the day, ever praising Thy Name.” We can be sure that 

the Psalmist knew the history of these victories well. And even though he was under sore persecution, 



he boasted in God’s grace and praised Him for His goodness. Is this our attitude when we are afflicted 

by God? Let us learn from this Psalm patience and trust in God. Sing Psalter 121:4. 

 

February 5 Read Psalm 44:9-19; Psalm 9:9-10 
In vs. 9 and following, we read of the persecution that Israel endured for God's sake. Israel was 

mocked and reproached by the surrounding nations. They were the byword of their neighbors as Job 

was. They were as sheep ready to be killed. What a difference from the Israel spoken of in verses 1-8! 

Why? Why were they afflicted even though they were following His way? This was the same question 

the Psalmist asked when he stated, “But Thou hast cast off, and put us to shame; and goest not forth 

with our armies” (vs. 9). Had God really cast off His people? Did He forget their affliction and 

oppression? Surely He did not for God never ceases to watch over His people (Cp. Psalm 94:14). 

Nevertheless, at that time God did not help them in their affliction and persecution for this reason, so 

that they would look to Him alone for help. Israel needed to learn to wait on the Lord, and so do we. 

Sing Psalter 122:1. 

 

February 6 Read Psalm 39; Psalm 44:11-12 
In verses 11-12 the Psalmist continues to lay before God the persecution of Israel. The Psalmist 

illustrates this when He states: "Thou hast given us like sheep appointed for meat" (Cp. vs. 22). But, 

note that he recognizes God as the One Who did it, that is, he confesses that God is sovereign over 

persecution and evil. Many in the church world today will not make this confession. “God does not will 

affliction and persecution, Satan does!” they say. By this statement they deny the sovereignty of God 

over evil, the very doctrine that has given the saints of all ages peace in their suffering. Do we love this 

doctrine as they did? Then, let us defend it even though the vast majority of the churches resist us. Sing 

Psalter 122:2. 

 

February 7 Read Job 30; Psalm 44:13-14 
We read in Psalm 44:13 that Israel was the laughingstock of the heathen round about because those 

nations knew that Israel was chosen of God. While Israel writhed in pain, the mockers around derided 

them and blasphemed God’s Name. It is easy for us here to condemn the heathen for their wickedness, 

but what about us? Are we copying the wicked by persecuting our fellow believers? We do this 

whenever we mock a brother in Christ who stands up for God. Young People, you do this when you 

snicker at the good confession of a peer in the society room. This type of persecution stings the heart of 

the child of God. Therefore, let us be on our guard lest we partake in the evil deeds of the wicked. Sing 

Psalter 122:3. 

 

February 8 Read John 15:18-27; Psalm 44:15-16 
“The voice of blasphemers and scoffers I hear, The foe and avenger against me appear.” The 

question is: Why? Why are we persecuted? John 15:18-27 provides the answer. It is because we have 

been chosen out of this world by God and ingrafted into Christ. The world hates us because the world 

hates Christ. Israel’s wicked neighbors hated them because they were the chosen nation who had Christ 

in them. If the world hates and persecutes us it only means that we belong to Christ! That is the 

testimony of John 15:19! Have you ever thought about that! Let this be our assurance when doubt 

arises in our hearts in the midst of persecution. Sing Psalter 122:4. 

 

February 9 Read 2 Corinthians 4:8-18; Psalm 44:17-19 
Fellow believers, do you have a heavy burden to bear? Does it sometimes seem as if you are 

“crushed amid ruins and under death shade”? Do you sometimes wonder why God sends affliction 

even though you are following His statues? The Psalmist had these same questions and his afflictions 

were far worse than ours, because he was severely persecuted. The Apostle Paul answers these 



questions in II Corinthians 4:18 where he says, “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 

worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” Light! Our afflictions are light? How 

can that be? It can only be because of the work of Christ on the cross, for through that He gave unto us 

eternal life. The weight of that eternal life is so infinitely heavy that the afflictions and persecution of 

this life are as nothing! Hallelujah! Sing Psalter 122:5. 

 

February 10 Read Psalm 44:20-26; Psalm 44:20,21,26 
The final section of Psalm 44 records for us the Psalmist’s cry to God for deliverance. He begins in 

verses 20-21 with this declaration: “If we have forgotten the Name of our God... Shall not God search 

this out?” By these words the Psalmist states by implication that Israel was not afflicted for their sin, 

but because they were confessing God’s Name. We can see this also by what he says in verse 22: “Yea 

for Thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are counted as sheep for the slaughter.” Amid these 

troubles the Psalmist cries, “Arise for our help, and redeem us for Thy mercies’ sake.” The Psalmist 

does this with the confidence that God will surely save them. Even when it seems as if God is hiding 

His face from us, let us also have confidence that He will save us. Sing Psalter 123:1. 

 

February 11 Read Romans 8:28-36; Psalm 44:22,23,26 
“Arise, cast us not off for ever.” Such was the cry of the Psalmist in verse 23. How often have you 

felt this way when afflictions rose up against you? During those afflictions did it feel as if God forgot 

you? In that difficult time, what was one of the Scripture passages that comforted your soul? Was it 

Romans 8:28-39? I venture to say that it was, for in Romans 8 Paul writes that no affliction or 

persecution can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus. What a comfort! God, Who 

elected us before the foundations of the world, has promised to us that He will preserve us to the end. 

That preservation He has accomplished through the death of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Who shall 

separate us from the love of God? Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Absolutely nothing! 

And this because Christ has ingrafted us into Himself forever to remain! Sing Psalter 123:2. 

 

February 12 Read Romans 8:37-39; Psalm 4424-26 
In our text for today we find the Psalmist lying with his face down in the dirt, unable to rise because 

of the oppression of the enemy. In this adversity he asks God, “Wherefore hidest Thou Thy face, and 

forgettest our affliction and our oppression? (vs. 24)” This is a cry that many saints have made during 

the fires of persecution when the cause of Christ seemed to have been lost. This is a cry that we will 

make to God at the end of time when the persecution will be worse than at any time in history. Are we 

getting ready for those days? Are we seeking to find the answers to the problems of persecution and 

affliction? Then let us pray to God for His Spirit to lead us in the truth of His Scriptures. And let us call 

on God to save and preserve us in those last days. Let us do that because we know that in Him we are 

more than conquerors! Sing Psalter 123:3. 

 

February 13-28 by John Huizenga  
 

February 13 Read Psalm 45; Psalter 124:1 
Our Psalter clearly lays out the meaning of this beautiful Psalm in the numbers 124 and 125. The 

first part of the Psalm is about Christ as King and the second part of the Psalm is about the Church as 

the bride of Christ. The inspired writer of this Psalm was glad to write down the wonderful revelation 

of God’s covenant fellowship with His people, the Church, which, as we noticed in Psalm 44, is 

persecuted and troubled in this world. The word of God revealed to us is so wonderful, it is a shame 

that everyone in church each Sunday does not sit at the edge of their pew with overflowing hearts and 

tongues eager to sing God’s praises. We must fight against sin because sin makes us dull and blind. 



Pray that God opens your eyes today that you might know the majesty and glory of our King. Sing the 

Psalter. 

 

February 14 Read Psalm 45:2; Psalter 124:2; John 1:1-14 
This verse directs our attention to the beauty of Christ our King, especially that beauty which is 

found in the words which He speaks. Christ is the Word of God. By the Word of God were all things 

created. By His Word, God made known to his people His eternal good pleasure to bring His people 

into covenant fellowship with Himself by grace in Christ. Do you see the beauty of Christ? The beauty 

of Christ comes out in the pure preaching of salvation by grace alone. Be diligent in your study of 

God’s Word. Pray for the working of His Spirit to enlighten your heart and mind. May Christ be 

beautiful in your eyes today. Sing the Psalter. 

 

February 15 Read Psalm 45:3; Psalter 124:3; Rev. 1:12-18 
Christ our majestic King is wonderful in His words of grace. He is also equipped with a sword to 

defend His people from the enemy. He is the One promised to Adam and Eve who would crush the 

head of the serpent. He has killed death and arose from the grave in victory. He has ascended to the 

right hand of God in glory. The sun shines with brilliance and fierce heat beyond our comprehension, 

but it is as nothing compared to the glory of Christ. Today He guards His people from every attempt of 

Satan to take them from the fold. He preserves His church in the midst of a world swarming with 

devils. When we see Him come again in judgment, we will stand in awe of His majesty and filled with 

joy at His coming. Sing the Psalter. 

 

February 16 Read Psalm 45:4; Psalter 124:4; I Thess. 2:11-20 
Only God can ride forth in battle with supreme might destroying in fierce anger the wicked, and at 

the same time gather the elect in gentle meekness. What a different God we see here from the Arminian 

god who pleads with men to accept salvation! God sends forth the preachers of His word into the world 

to gather His people. He equips them with the two edged- sword of His word, and by the power of His 

Spirit, He turns the hearts of His people who hear away from sin and unto Himself. Christ rides forth in 

royal majesty to gather His people. He is doing so right now. Pray for the ministers of His word and for 

the raising up of young men called unto that work. Sing the Psalter. 

 

February 17 Read Psalm 45:5; Psalter 124:5; Acts 7:54-60 
A sharp blade is deadly in the hand of the murderer but can preserve life in the hands of the skilled 

surgeon. So is the sword of Christ which pricks the hearts of men: the reprobate gnash their teeth, but 

the elect are humbled and ask “how must we be saved?” As Christ rides to the ends of the earth 

throughout every nation, He destroys the enemy and gathers His church. Every member of His body, 

every stone of His temple must be gathered. He also defends His church against the constant attack of 

the wicked who want to destroy it. Let us humbly submit to His holy will as we see the sword destroy 

those round about us. Sing the Psalter. 

 

February 18 Read Psalm 45:6; Psalter 124:6; Hebrews 1:1-9 
Hebrews 1:8 is a quote from Psalm 45:6. This New Testament text makes it plain that the Psalm 

speaks of Christ and that Christ is truly God. So many today who even call themselves Christians 

would have us believe that Jesus is really not the God who is the Creator of all things and Savior of the 

world. For them God is no more than the desire for peace which Jesus has given to men by His 

example and the supposed power in man to attain peace. But God makes it clear that Jesus is His Only 

Begotten Son. He is God. He reigns supreme and His throne is forever. May the true knowledge of God 

and His salvation never depart from our midst. Sing the Psalter. 

 



February 19 Read Psalm 45:7; Psalter 124:7; Heb. 1:8-14 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ reigns in perfect joy. He does not sorrow when so many who hear 

the gospel of salvation reject it because He has determined all things and all things happen according to 

His sovereign will. Perfect joy awaits all those who are found sinless. Sorrow is the result of sin. Christ 

imputes to us His righteousness, and we begin to experience this joy, but so long as we live in this earth 

our sinful nature clings to us. Do you look forward to the day when we will reign with Christ? Though 

earthly ties and the awful reality of death make it difficult to leave this life, we must pray for the swift 

return of Christ. Sing the Psalter. 

 

February 20 Read Psalm 45:8; Psalter 124:8; Song of Solomon 3:4-11 
The Psalm has revealed unto us Christ the King who conquers and rules over all and now brings us 

to the goal of His activity: the day of marriage with His bride. The word of God is not cold and 

abstract. God gives unto us the gift of marriage and uses this relationship to reveal in earthly language 

the wonderful relationship which God has in store for His people. Christ comes to His bride with 

everything to make the union most wonderful and glorious. He comes with the sweet perfumes of His 

grace and the music of the gospel. God brings us into perfect fellowship and a glorious salvation. How 

can we begin to give thanks to Him? We are so unworthy in ourselves. Sing the Psalter. 

 

February 21 Read Psalm 45:9; Psalter 124:9; Rev. 19:6-9 
In this verse the attention turns to the bride of the king. She is the church gathered from every 

nation of the earth and made into a glorious body. She has been raised from her former shame and sin, 

cleansed, and made glorious, perfectly suited for the King. God makes the Church for Himself. He has 

determined in His eternal council to dwell forever with His people, redeemed from sin and death. 

Though the church appears to our earthly eyes to be filled with strife and division, the church as 

cleansed by the blood of Christ is beautiful in the eyes of God. We can only rejoice in the knowledge 

that God so loved His people that He sent His only Begotten Son. Sing the Psalter. 

 

February 22 Read Psalm 45:10; Psalter 125:1; II Cor. 5:14-21 
The Royal Bride, the church, is now called to give her full devotion to Christ, her husband. Just as 

an earthly bride is called to devote herself to her husband and forsake relationships which interfere, so 

the Church is called to separate herself from the world of sin, death, and slavery out of which she is 

taken. She belongs to Christ. Every believer is made new in Christ. Together as the church believers 

serve Christ. Are you ready to give up earthly pleasures and seek first the kingdom of heaven? This is 

something we can do only by the power of God’s grace. Pray to God for a willing heart to serve Him 

faithfully today. Sing the Psalter. 

 

February 23 Read Psalm 45:11; Psalter 125:2; Col. 1:12-20 
The Church is the body of Christ. She is loved and cherished by Christ. Christ is her head. He rules 

over her in love as her Lord. The relationship between Christ and the church is one of perfect love and 

glory as He rules over all His creation. Husbands and wives, do you seek to be a picture of this 

relationship in your marriage? Children and young people, do you know what the relationship between 

Christ and His church is like when you see your parents? We fall far short, but we must continue to 

strive for a marriage which reflects the perfect marriage. Young people, do you see a partner with 

whom you desire to reflect the marriage of Christ and His church? Pray that our families may be 

blessed with godly marriages. Sing the Psalter. 

 

February 24 Read Psalm 45:12; Psalter 125:3; Isaiah 60:1-12 
The gathering of the people of God is a glorious thing indeed. The church is not to be found in the 

glory of earthly buildings nor in the riches of the Roman Catholic Church. The church is the gathering 



together of believers as the body of Christ; it is a glorious temple made with living stones. Like 

precious stones gathered from every region of the earth God’s people are added daily to the church. 

Every believer is given the riches of Christ which he or she brings into the service of Christ. God is 

well-pleased with Christ and His bride, but to the world, the church is not beautiful at all. May we seek 

the honor and praise of God and not men. Sing the Psalter. 

 

February 25 Read Psalm 45:13; Psalter 125:4; Isaiah 61 
The church is clothed with the garments of righteousness. It is the righteousness imputed unto her 

by Christ her head. He has borne the burden of her guilt and made her whiter than snow. True 

righteousness alone is pleasing to our holy God and He loves us in Christ. No matter how lovely you 

may think you can make yourself in the eyes of God, every work of man is corrupt. The robe of 

righteousness cleansed in the blood of Christ alone makes us beautiful before God. The truth of 

sovereign grace alone is woven throughout the whole of Scripture for we must know this truth to be 

saved. Give thanks to God for the faithful preaching of the whole counsel of God. Sing the Psalter. 

 

February 26 Read Psalm 45:14-15; Psalter 1255; II Corinthians 11:1-6 
In this verse the Church enters into the King’s palace. She comes as a pure virgin. Purity before 

marriage is a picture of the Church prepared for Christ. Paul uses the language of this Psalm to exhort 

the young church to remain pure in the doctrine of Christ. The church is always susceptible to the lies 

of Satan as false preachers bring new ideas to fill itching ears. By nature man is not satisfied with the 

gospel, and the gospel has not changed since its announcement to Adam and Eve. Salvation is by grace 

alone. Are you content with the Word of God alone? Do not give your ear to the seducing lies of the 

enemy. Stand up and defend the truth when it is under attack. We are called to remain pure and holy 

before our God. Sing the Psalter. 

 

February 27 Read Psalm 45:16; Psalter 125:6; Gal. 3:21-29 
The Scriptures speak of the church, the body of believers, as the bride of Christ, and individual 

believers as children of Christ and the church. We are the spiritual seed of Abraham, sons of heavenly 

birth, a chosen generation, princes in all the earth, heirs according to the promise, the elect of God. 

What beautiful pictures God uses to describe His people! Though we may be poor and lowly from an 

earthly point of view, we belong to the royal family. We are united to Christ by faith alone. Do you 

value your royal lineage? May the pleasures and riches of this earth not distract you from your calling 

as a heavenly prince. Sing the Psalter. 

 

February 28 Read Psalm 45:17; Psalter 125:7; I Cor. 11:23-29 
Yesterday’s verse and today’s verse turn again to Christ. He is the King of a royal race: the elect. He 

rules over all things and His name shall be remembered throughout all generations. Christ Himself 

instituted the Lord’s Supper as a means whereby His name should be remembered. It is very important, 

therefore, that the Lord’s Supper be honored and understood clearly so that Christ be remembered 

properly. His Name is also proclaimed in the preaching throughout the whole world. When all the elect 

have been gathered and Christ returns, then the church will give Him praise forever in heaven. Sing the 

Psalter. 
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