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Imagine that you are fishing in a picturesque canyon river in a remote part of the United States, 

surrounded by majestic mountains on either side. The combination of water, wildlife, and trees provide 

you with a breathtaking view. As you wade a few feet over and cast a line down river, you think that 

everything seems perfectly peaceful. When suddenly you hear a faint rumble in the distance. "It is just 

a plane or maybe a distant thunder," you think, shrugging off any possibility of danger. Then over the 

next couple minutes you notice that the sound of the rumble is increasing until you turn around and see 

a wall of surging water crashing down the canyon. "It's a flood!" you exclaim. To your utter dismay you 

find that there is absolutely no place to run so that finally the leaping waves of the raging stream grab 

hold of your life. You realize that you are completely powerless, as if you are a lamb within the jaws of 

a ferocious lion or a bird caught in the fowler's net. Then out of nowhere you are plucked up out of the 

swelling tide by a rescue helicopter and placed on the safety of a high mountain, where the waters can 

not reach. What would you say to the person who saved you out of the flood? I am sure that your 

thanksgiving would never cease. 

We, the church of Jesus Christ, are continually in similar circumstances spiritually. The Devil, 

our own sinful flesh, and the wicked world are constantly trying to drag us down into the pit of hell. 

Indeed, the Devil, "walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" (I Peter 5:8). Left to ourselves, we 

would be no match to the traps and stratagems of these evil enemies. In an instant we would be 

overwhelmed by them were it not for Jehovah. For He alone, not any man, is able to save us from the 

spiritual flood of temptation and persecution, the power of which is infinitely greater than any natural 

flood. 

Therefore, we must praise God as David does in Psalm 124, as versified in Psalter #353, stanza 

1: "If that the Lord had not with us remained, When cruel men against us rose to strive, We surely had 

been swallowed up alive." How is this possible when it seems as if every moment we are going to be 

brought down? 

To answer this question we must remember that this whole Psalm rests on the foundation of the 

sovereign providence of Jehovah as is beautifully confessed by David in verse 8. There he declares, 

"Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth." In this confession, we along with 

David acknowledge that Israel, the church, is saved from the surging flood because God is the Mighty 

Creator of the universe. What a wonderful comfort this is! But there is more! Jehovah not only has 

created the universe but He also preserves and rules the world by the Word of His power. He controls 

all of our enemies so that they will never pluck us out of His hand. "Blessed be Jehovah, Who hath not 

given us as a prey to their teeth," because He controls their every move so that through their 

persecution and temptations we are made ready to live with our Lord. Praise Jehovah! ❖ 
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