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We have lost something in our churches when the young do not address the older members as 

“Mr.” or “Mrs.” It may seem small and insignificant, but the absence of this simple address is a sign of 

a problem with disobeying God. God commands children to honor their parents and He also calls 

children and young people in general to honor and respect the parents of their friends as well as other 

adults. Children must obey their parents. We read in Matthew 15:4 “For God commanded, saying, 

Honour thy father and mother.” Children do not address their parents by their first name. They do not 

mock, ignore, or fight with their parents. Children must hold their parents in high esteem and listen to 

them carefully when they give instruction and guidance. So also, the young must give honor and 

respect to their elders. Honor and respect is the behavior of a healthy family as well as a healthy 

church. Disrespect is a sign of a sick and distorted family and church. The attitude and desire to obey 

God’s command must come from the heart, and the honor must be shown by appropriate words and 

actions. A lack of the words and actions is a warning sign that all is not well. 

The child who speaks to his or her parents by their first names shows no respect at all. 

Sometimes I hear children speak of their parents to friends using the first names of their parents. This 

too, is disrespect. It is a sign that the relationship between parent and child has been corrupted. The 

young do not interact with other adults nearly as much as they do with their parents, but when they do, 

they must use the opportunity to manifest the honor they have for them. One small, but simple and 

significant way to show honor to them is to use a title of respect. For some reason, the use of “Mr.” and 

“Mrs.” appears to be on the decline. Do we now have a better way of showing respect? Some would 

rather get rid of the formal “respect” language so that the older generation can better relate to the 

younger generation. I fear that the “friendly” language is degenerating into disrespect. Children need 

wise and loving parents, not just a friend. 

The society in which we live certainly does not promote respect. The “experts” on parenting 

and dealing with the youth like to emphasize the idea that the children and young people are the ones 

who need to be respected. If children tell their parents to “shut up” then parents, they say, need to 

understand that they have a right to express their feelings and listen to them. Children are given the 

right to take parents to court if they want. Television often portrays the youth as those who know it all, 

and the older ones as those who are “out of it” and not worthy of much honor. Let us be aware that the 

world is an example of what not to do. It will not get any better either. Don’t imagine that modern 

psychology is more reliable in this area than God’s word. 

God’s word is very clear about relations between the youth and older members of the church 

and how the young are to behave themselves. One way to show honor and respect is to stand up when 

they enter into your presence. Offer a chair. Stand up to shake their hand. God says to the young, “Thou 

shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old man, and fear thy God: I am the 

LORD,” Leviticus 19:32. Dishonor towards parents is a clear warning that the family is in trouble. 

Dishonor in the church is a very serious indication that the church is in trouble. We read in Isaiah, “And 

the people shall be oppressed, every one by another, and every one by his neighbour: the child shall 

behave himself proudly against the ancient, and the base against the honourable,” Isaiah 3:5. Let us 

take heed to this warning of our God. 

This word of God is not only an exhortation to the young; the older members need to receive 

the honor due unto them. Too often, older members are reluctant to be called “Mr.” or “Mrs.” Perhaps 

they are unwilling to face the fact that they are growing older. It may be a somewhat awkward 

transition for a young man or woman to have a title, but they must look forward to the new roles which 



God gives to them in the church. They must take their roles seriously and receive the honor due unto 

them. Parents ought to demand that their children honor the adults with a title of respect. Parents must 

also give a good example to their children by showing honor to those in authority over them with a title 

of respect. They should address the police as “officer” instead of “cop.” God gives the president of our 

country his place of authority and he should be addressed as “President Clinton” and not “Bill.” He 

does not earn respect of himself, it is given to him by God. In church the minister should be addressed 

with his title “Reverend” or “Pastor.” We must also show respect to our elders and deacons, and what 

better way is there than “Elder Jones” or “Deacon Jones.” God commands His people in Romans 13:7 

“Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to 

whom fear; honour to whom honour.” Parents, this is how you instruct your children to show the honor 

which God commands them to give to you and other adults. 

God gives sharp warning to children who do not honor their parents. Dishonor has always been 

a serious sin, and it continues today. We read in Proverbs 30:11 “There is a generation that curseth their 

father, and doth not bless their mother.” Concerning such children God says in Proverbs 20:20 “Whoso 

curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out in obscure darkness.” God does not limit the 

warning to words alone. The attitude of dishonor is also condemned. We read in Proverbs 30:17 “The 

eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it 

out, and the young eagles shall eat it.” Honor also extends to the giving of parents to their children. 

Parents give to their children what they need. Children dishonor their parents if they think they need 

more and take advantage of their parents materially or in other ways. God says to such in Proverbs 

28:24 “Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is no transgression; the same is the 

companion of a destroyer.” The younger generation must show such respect to all those of the older 

generation of the church. 

Positively, God commands children to listen to their parents and respect them in all things. 

Remember that God has given your father to you to instruct you. God has increased his wisdom 

through the experiences of his life. We read in Proverbs 23:22 “Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, 

and despise not thy mother when she is old.” Doing this we show honor. Doing this for our elders, we 

also show honor to all those to whom honor is due. Above all, we honor God with our obedience to 

Him. ❖ 
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