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It could only be expected that Classis West would take the same action against the Rev. Henry 

Danhof, minister of the First Christian Reformed Church of Kalamazoo, Michigan, since he had openly 

declared, already before synod, that he would not cease opposing the error of common grace and the 

three points. 

In the meantime, there was another minister in Classis West, Rev. George Martin Ophoff of the 

Hope Christian Reformed Church of Walker, Michigan, who had, with part of his consistory, taken a 

stand against the three points as adopted by the synod. He preached for the Eastern Avenue 

congregation while the case of Rev. Hoeksema and his consistory was pending at Classis East and he 

had joined the staff of the Standard Bearer, which had published the first issue in October 1924, thus 

carrying on the conflict against the three points. Although Rev. Ophoff had not yet written in this 

periodical, it was specifically because his name appeared on the masthead of the Standard Bearer that 

he also was required to sign the three points. 

After a lengthy debate, the chairman of Classis West asked Rev. Ophoff if he would adhere to 

the three points and refrain from propagating his views against them until a final decision was made by 

the synod of 1926. 

To this the Reverend responded: 

My soul is in a strange state. I am glad that it has come to 

this, and yet I am sad. I am sad because the committee 

spurned my arguments. It was because the arguments were 

too deep for them. It is because they couldn’t comprehend 

them. (Later he explained that his point was that his 

arguments were clear and to the point, but the committee of 

Classis refused to recognize them and brushed them aside). 

I declare that the arguments I gave are sound and the 

committee is afraid to meet them. 
 

I am going to speak. I am going to preach. I am going to 

write as long as God gives me life and breath. If the Classis 

will not hear, the denomination will. Those copious 

arguments refuted the contention that the three points are 

fundamental and interpreted to be so by the synod. That is 

why they remain unanswered. 
 

Mr. President, if you were to place me before a gun to be 

shot or before the three points to adhere to them I would 

choose the former. I can’t sign the three points. If I did, I 

would be tearing the Bible to shreds. I would be stamping 

the Word of God under foot. I would be slapping God in 

the face. 

 

As an interesting aside, when the Grand Rapids Press carried this news item in the evening 

edition, the article was headed in large type: “OPHOFF CHOOSES DEATH.” 

At three o’clock on Thursday afternoon, January 22, 1925, the Rev. George Martin Ophoff was 

deposed from office on the grounds of insubordination to the Classis and schism in the churches. 



Just two days later, on Saturday morning, as a denouncement of a sad history, Rev. Henry 

Danhof was deposed from office as minister of the Word, as well as his consistory as elders in the First 

Christian Reformed Church of Kalamazoo, Michigan, on the grounds mentioned before. 

To one’s mind come the words of the apostle Paul in Ephesians 2:29: “For unto you it is given 

in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake.” 

Yet we can rejoice in the fact that Zion is redeemed through judgment. God’s cause was 

preserved. ♦ 
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