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Classis East met on August 20, 1924. At the time of this classis, the consistory of the Eastern 

Avenue Christian Reformed Church was still confronted with the fact that there were members of 

Eastern Avenue who had accused the pastor of being guilty of public sin and heresy and who were, 

because of this, under censure. This charge of public sin and heresy had been ceremoniously rejected 

by the synod; in fact, the Synod had declared Rev. Herman Hoeksema to be fundamentally Reformed, 

be it with a tendency toward one-sidedness. It is with regard to this issue that Classis East made its first 

serious mistake. Even though the synod had decided not to discipline the pastor, which was contrary to 

Reformed Church polity anyway, Classis proceeded to do so. Classis felt that it now had a weapon 

whereby it could exercise this discipline upon Rev. Hoeksema and began by demanding that the 

discipline be lifted from the members of the Eastern Avenue congregation who were presently under 

censure on account of their accusations. For Eastern Avenue CRC’s consistory to lift the censure from 

those members who revealed bitter hatred against their pastor, and in so doing declare that Rev. 

Hoeksema was guilty of the sin of heresy, was simply something that the consistory could not do. To do 

so would create havoc in the congregation and would force them to act contrary to their own conviction 

and conscience. That was impossible! 

What did this imply? The refusal of the consistory to lift the censure of those who opposed their 

minister could have been considered an act of rebellion against the Classis, if it were true that the 

Classis is a higher ruling body than the consistory. But it should be understood that, according to 

Reformed Church Polity, the Classis is not a higher, but rather a broader ecclesiastical body. The 

authority of Christ rests with the consistory. Only the consistory can depose from office. The Classis or 

Synod can advise deposition, but never execute it. If a consistory refuses to follow the advice of the 

Classis or the Synod, this consistory can be declared outside of the denomination, but never deposed 

from office by Classis or Synod. 

Because of this decision of Classis, the consistory called a meeting of all the confessing 

members of the congregation, giving them an opportunity to voice their protest against the Classis. It 

was clearly expressed that this was no congregational meeting in the formal, official sense of the word. 

Thus for example, the men and women present were not asked to vote. The members were informed of 

the crisis that had arisen through the action of Classis East, of which they were deeply involved and 

therefore, they were also given opportunity to file their protest against this action of the Classis. At this 

meeting more than eight hundred members of the congregation signed a formal protest to be presented 

to the next convening classis. Contrary to this, fifty members of the congregation signed a protest 

against this meeting that was held, charging that Eastern Avenue’s consistory had given women the 

right to be present and to vote at an official congregational meeting. Moreover, this group refused to 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper with the consistory and congregation as long as the “heretical” preaching 

of the pastor was not condemned. 

A direct result of this meeting was that ninety-two members of Eastern Avenue congregation 

made a request that the classical committee call an early session of classis, because of the situation 

within the Eastern Avenue congregation. In spite of the objections of Eastern Avenue consistory, the 

classical committee complied with this request. This was plainly the beginning of the end of the 

relationship between the Eastern Avenue church and the rest of the denomination. No one in the 

congregation wondered what the final outcome would be, all were prepared for a break, which could no 

longer be avoided. 

The special classis meeting was called for on November 19, 1924, and intermittently meetings 

were held until December 12,1924. At this Classis there were three overtures. Two of these were from 

local consistories requesting that Rev. Hoeksema and his consistory be required to sign the three points 



as adopted by the previous synod. The third was a request of the ninety-two protestants who opposed 

Rev. Hoeksema and his consistory on account of their denial of common grace. 

The ninety-two presented two contradictory requests to the classis: 
 

1. That classis support them in declaring that Eastern Avenue Christian 

Reformed consistory had severed themselves from the Christian Reformed 

denomination, and acknowledge the ninety-two as the real and faithful 

congregation of Eastern Avenue. 

2. That classis demand of the consistory and pastor of Eastern Avenue Christian 

Reformed Church an unconditional promise to abide by the decisions and 

declarations of the classis and synod. 
 

One sees the contradiction at once. If the consistory of Eastern Avenue were no longer 

connected with the Christian Reformed Church, the classis could not and needed no longer to demand 

of them that they abide by the decisions and declarations of the classis and synod. 

Along with the overture, these protestants also requested that classis appoint the professors of 

the seminary to act as advisors at their meetings which the Classis approved. Because of this, the 

sessions of classis were somewhat like a correspondence course, since the professors preferred not to 

be present at the meetings of the classis. First, the consistory of Eastern Avenue presented their answer 

to the classis. Second, Classis adjourned to give the professors opportunity to study the matter and 

furnish their advice. Third, Classis would again meet and consider both the answer of Eastern Avenue 

and the advice given by the professors and make a decision. Fourth, Classis would once more adjourn 

to give the consistory of the Eastern Avenue church opportunity to furnish their answer. Throughout all 

of this, the Classis continued to demand of the pastor and his consistory that they sign the three points, 

even though this was not requested of the other ministers and consistories in the denomination. 

By this time both interest and feelings ran high among the members of the Eastern Avenue 

church, as well as among many others. Whenever the Classis met, the meetings were well attended. 

Many visitors filled the auditorium, even when the Classis moved from Neland Avenue to Oakdale 

Church. From early morning until about five o’clock in the afternoon, many women, (taking their 

needle work with them), students from Calvin College, as well as others, were present to watch the 

course of the events. In the evening sessions the husbands as well as others would be present, always 

anxiously and prayerfully awaiting the outcome. The Sunday before the outcome, especially in the 

evening service, the Eastern Avenue church auditorium had standing room only. Many visitors came, 

and to accommodate, chairs were placed in the aisles and on the platform. Repeatedly the fire 

department chief came to send away those who stood in the hallways. 

As Classis reconvened after the weekend, it became obvious that the professors who once had 

appreciated the assistance of Rev. Herman Hoeksema in exposing the errors in the teachings of Prof. 

Janssen were now ready to help in deposing him from his office. In spite of the fact that Synod had 

waived all discipline and had declared Rev. Hoeksema to be fundamentally Reformed, the Classis, 

under the direction of the professors of Calvin seminary, was determined to carry out the deposition. In 

spite of the fact that the Synod had declared the entire subject of common grace to need more study, the 

Classis was determined that anyone who denied this doctrine was worthy of being branded a heretic 

and thrust outside of the church. In spite of the fact that a Classis, according to Reformed church polity, 

does not have the jurisdiction to depose an office bearer, (and the ninety- two protestants from the 

Eastern Avenue congregation had made Classis aware of this), Classis deposed the consistory of 

Eastern Avenue from their office, and first suspended and then later deposed the minister also. 

As reported in the Dec. 12,1924 Grand Rapids Press, Rev. Hoeksema’s final remarks to the 

Classis before it proceeded to his suspension were these: 
 



If matters were so that I thought as Mr. Veldkamp thinks (who suggested 

that Rev. Hoeksema should appeal to the next synod and in the meantime 

be silent about his convictions) I would not hesitate to yield. My heart 

bleeds at the thought of separation. I assure you again that it is not I who 

seeks separation. I was born in this church and I love it. Out of reverence 

for the truth and right I can give you no other answer. Had I thought, had I 

one hope, could I believe that the confessional standards are not involved, 

I would yield. But we have followed this course. The synod did not 

restrain us, it did not ask us to sign these three points at issue, and because 

they did not it is not incumbent upon us to keep silence. 
 

Does the Classis want to question me on the Confession,—on the Canons, 

on the Catechism—I am ready. But that is not the case. I was asked to put 

my signature to the three points, to refrain from preaching and teaching 

against them. There is no authority for that in the Acts of Synod. I 

maintain that I need not sign the three points to be orthodox. I cannot 

remain silent for a year and a half until Synod meets again. Therefore, 

brethren, take the matter earnestly. I am satisfied in my soul. I am going to 

speak. Others are permitted to speak, must I keep silent? I go on in my 

interpretation of the will of God.” ♦ 
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