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A Psalter-Psalm Devotional of Praise to Our Sovereign Covenant God 

 

November 1 Read Psalm 73:1-12 
Psalm 73:1-2 This Psalm is an excellent one for the child of God to use when in despair. Asaph 

asks the age old question concerning the well-being of God’s people. It appeared to him that God had 

forsaken him. He was so much in despair that it appeared to him that even the wicked were better off 

than he was. He could understand God’s goodness to those who were of a pure heart, but he felt that he 

was worthless. He felt that he was sliding off the path that leads to heaven. The experiences of this 

child of God are not unlike those which most people of God experience. Let us explore this Psalm and 

pray that God will give to us the grace to understand His way in our lives. Sing Psalter 201:1. 

 

November 2 Read Proverbs 18:1-8 
Psalm 73:3-5 As Asaph viewed the wicked around him, he forgot one important thing. Do you 

know what that was? It is something we are prone to do as well. Asaph forgot and we forget to view the 

wicked, their lives, and their deaths with God in mind. As we read the news and see evildoers escape 

with little or no punishment, we are inclined to ask, “What’s the use of doing things the right way?” We 

look at their lives and wish that we were standing in their places. We wish for their wealth or abilities. 

We wish for their properties or possessions. We wish that we could get away with the things and 

circumstances as they do. This is their life; should it be ours? We know the answer, but the answer is 

hard to accept. Let us with Asaph work through this dilemma as we further study Psalm 73. Sing 

Psalter 201:2. 

 

November 3 Read Proverbs 18:9-16 
Psalm 73:6-9 Young people, do you know of people described in these verses? Do you evaluate 

their lives and wish them for yourselves. Do you make people like this your friends so that you can 

enjoy their life style and entertainment? The words of these verses describe many sins which belong to 

the wicked of this world. These sins can very easily be ours if we are not careful. Asaph knows of 

whom he is speaking. He may be puzzled about God’s plan in all of this, but he does know the kind of 

people he is observing. Do you, young people, recognize the wicked of this world? Do you see them 

and their sins and then flee them? Or do you join yourselves to them and make their sins yours. If you 

do, this is serious. You must repent and further search the Scriptures to find they way you should go. 

Sing Psalter 201:3. 

 

November 4 Read Proverbs 18:17-24 
Psalm 73:10-11 Young people, do you live in the confession that God sees all that you do? Do you 

believe that he knows your every deed whether it be good or bad? Does that affect the way you live? 

Does it govern the way you act when parents, teachers, elders, minister, policemen, or other authority 

cannot see you? God sees all things. He knows all things. The wicked ask the question, “How doth God 

know?” They do not know the answer. You do. You know that He is the sovereign God of heaven and 

earth. This knowledge should help you decide how to behave at all times. Think of that even as you are 

with your friends. Think of it when you are in your car. God sees all; God knows all; God requires that 

we obey Him. Young people, do you want to know this? Sing Psalter 201:4 

 

November 5 Read Psalm73:12-22 



Psalm 73:12-16 Asaph is about finished looking at the world around him. He is having trouble 

understanding why God seems to favor the wicked and punish the righteous. Notice I said seems to 

favor the wicked. Asaph thinks that all the good he has done, has been in vain. There was another child 

of God with the same problem. That man was Job. Do we have that problem? Are we puzzled by God’s 

seeming lack of care for us. Asaph and Job both knew that God was good toward His people. That 

should be our confession and knowledge as well. We will need to continue our study of this Psalm to 

find the answer to this painful question. Sing Psalter 201:5. 

 

November 6 Read Job 21:7-18 
Psalm 73:17-19 Asaph, Job, and we quite often look in the wrong place for the answer to the 

painful question of the wicked’s prosperity and the righteous’ problems. We forget that God is in 

control. Asaph had to go into God’s house to find the answer. While this can and probably refers to the 

temple, the answer can also be found in the word of God. The answer is God is sovereign. He holds all 

in His hand. “All things work together for good to them that love God” is the testimony of Romans 

8:28. The good is not always the good of this world. The good may seem bad for us. Notice that word 

seem again. We must put on the spectacles of faith and look for God’s will in His word and in His 

house. Keeping the Sabbath without faithfully attending the worship services will never give us the 

answer. In fact it is impossible to keep the Sabbath that way. Go to God’s house; find the answer! Sing 

Psalter 201:6 and 204:1. 

 

November 7 Read Psalm Job 23:8-17 
Psalm 73:20-22 As Asaph realizes his foolishness in envying the workers of iniquity, he is ashamed 

at being brought before the eyes of Jehovah. As children and young people to have Dad find our sins 

sometimes brings us much embarrassment and shame. To feel this before God is many times worse. 

We, no matter what our ages, must learn from Job and Asaph. We must learn that God’s way is best 

even when we cannot see what it is. Many sleepless nights can be avoided when we bow before 

almighty God and confess that He alone is God. He will help us and will do for us all that we need. 

Sing Psalter 201:7. 

 

November 8 Read John 14:1-6 
Psalm 73:23-24 Even as we consider these words of Asaph, we must see their application to our 

lives. God knows the path that we must take. Christ has shown that He is the “way, the truth, and the 

life.” Through Him we can go and will go to the Father. As we sit in church today let us ponder this 

even as we prepare ourselves for the eternal Sabbath which is found in glory. As we hear the Word 

today, let us know that Word is Christ. Let us know that by God’s counsel we will go to glory. This is a 

great comfort no matter what our station and calling is in this life. To have Him hold us by His 

almighty right hand should give to us unspeakable comfort. Let us be comforted and let us enjoy the 

Lord’s Day as we use the whole day in worship of God. Sing Psalter 202:1, 203:1 & 2, and 204:2. 

 

November 9 Read Isaiah 26:1-11 
Psalm 73:25-26 As Asaph comes to the end of this Psalm he speaks the well known words, “Whom 

have I in heaven but thee?” As our elder saints finish their pilgrimage in this vale of tears, these words 

can and have brought them immeasurable comfort. The young can also profit from these words. Who is 

there but God to care for us? Elsewhere in the Psalms we read that if our parents forsake us, God will 

care for us. As we grow older and become aware of the infirmities of the flesh, we can take much 

comfort in the truth that God will care for us. We can do this because we know that our death is but a 

passageway into heaven. The father and mother who lay their infant in the grave can know this 

comfort, and the aged saint who waits for God to take him home can profit from these words. Nothing 

or no one can care for us like our heavenly Father. Sing Psalter 202:2, 203: 3 & 4, and 204:3. 



 

November 10 Read Psalm 73:23-28 
Psalm 73:27-28 As we come to the end of this Psalm, we once again are taught that the life and 

outcome of the wicked is much different than that of the righteous. The wicked will be destroyed even 

though he may have much success in this life. What must we do? We must draw near to God. Drawing 

near to God means we are drawn to Him by Him. Drawing near to God means that we will flee sin and 

Satan. Drawing near to God means that we will trust Him over anything on this earth. When we draw 

near to God, we will declare praise to Him and for Him for all the wonderful works He had done. Are 

you drawing near, people of God? Do you want to draw near, young people? Trust in Him and He will 

care for you in all things. Sing Psalter 202:3, 203:5, and 204:4. 

 

November 11 Read Acts Psalm 74:1-13 
Psalm 74:1 While Psalm 73 contained thoughts of Asaph on a personal nature, Psalm 74 contains 

Asaph’s concern for the nation of Israel. There are probably many times when Israel was in the straits 

mentioned in this Psalm. They were in such dire trouble that Asaph felt that God had cast them off. 

Asaph and we know that God will not neglect His church. But God will use outside enemies for the 

church’s chastisement. What can we do when God chastises us? We must go to Him in prayer, pray for 

repentance, and vow to live a godly life. God loves His sheep, but in His love He will chastise us when 

we go astray. This, too, is for the good of the church and the glory of God’s name. Sing Psalter 205:1. 

 

November 12 Read Psalm Luke 12:22-32 
Psalm 74:2 As Asaph prays to God for deliverance, he does it in the only way possible. He cannot 

call upon God to save them for any merit they have. He can only ask for deliverance on the basis of the 

covenant. What more could we want? God’s promises are unchangeable! Verse 2 is full of references to 

Christ. Asaph only knew Christ from prophecy. He did not have the knowledge that we do. With Luke 

we can confess that it is God’s good pleasure to lead us unto eternal life. The road may be rocky in this 

life, but it leads to eternal glory with our covenant God. Sing Psalter 205:2. 

 

November 13 Read Habakkuk l:12-17 
Psalm 74:3 The words of this verse are unpopular today. Because man wishes to please God on his 

own and without faith, he does not wish to think of a God who punishes those who are against God. 

This is a verse which we describe with the word imprecatory. It is a prayer for deliverance by means of 

destruction of God’s enemies. Notice I said God’s enemies. We may want revenge upon one of our 

personal enemies. That is sinful. We may only pray for God to avenge us of those who bring despite to 

the glorious name of Christ. Asaph is zealous for the house of the Lord. Are we that zealous? Do we 

pray that God will protect His sanctuary? We should and we must. Because only in that sanctuary by 

means of faithful preaching can we find salvation and comfort in this world. Sing Psalter 205:3. 

 

November 14 Read Jeremiah 52:4-11 
Psalm 74:4-6 Asaph continues with his description of the desecration of Israel and especially the 

temple. But as we look at these words and consider the words of Jeremiah, we must see that God sent 

this chastisement upon Israel for the misuse of the house of God. What about us? When we go to God’s 

house tomorrow, will we sleep? Will we not sing from the heart? Will we listen with a closed ear and a 

closed heart? Have we erected our own idols in God’s house. We need to consider these things, people 

of God. We must see that God has given to us houses of worship where we may worship Him in spirit 

and in truth. It is good that we pray for deliverance from God’s enemies, but we must also examine our 

hearts and see if they are in time with God’s heart. Sing Psalter 205:4. 

 

November 15 Read Jeremiah 52:12-23 



Psalm 74:7-8 Today is the day of the Lord. Did we examine the manner and the motive of our 

worship? Are we ready to go into the house of our God with thanksgiving? Are we ready to enter His 

courts with joy? We can destroy the sanctuary of God by our poor attitudes even as the enemy 

destroyed the temple. The cause would be the same. Israel refused to worship God as He commanded. 

They refused to keep His Sabbaths in the way that they were told. God caused the enemy to destroy 

their places of worship because no worship was taking place. People of God, young people of God, go 

to God’s house and worship. Use this day in the way that He has made it. Only then will our God be 

with us and will bless us. Sing Psalter 205:5. 

 

November 16 Read Matthew 16:1-12 
Psalm 74:9 Asaph’s worries continue. Not only is the place of God destroyed, but there also is no 

Word of God. Was this because God did not care for them any longer? The answer is an emphatic NO! 

We know that God always loves His church. But He removes His Word from them for a time to draw 

them back to Him. He has not lost us. We have gone astray. What a horrible thing it is when we cannot 

hear the Word of our God. You believe that, do you not, people of God? You wanted with all your heart 

to worship yesterday, didn’t you? Seek God while He may be found and He will send to you His Word. 

Sing Psalter 205:6. 

 

November 17 Read Revelation 6:1-11 
Psalm 74:10-11 After listing all the terrible things Israel’s enemies have done to them, Asaph asks 

God how long shall they have to wait for deliverance. The reading for today has the martyrs in heaven 

asking the same question. We may ask this questions as long as we are waiting patiently. Jesus in 

Matthew 24 and other passages teaches us about the calling to watch and wait. We must wait because 

God is not time bound as we are. We must wait for His answer to our prayers because He is good and 

His time is good. The last question in verse ten is rhetorical by nature. Of course the enemy will not 

blaspheme forever. When their cup of iniquity is full, God will bring judgment upon them. The words 

of these two verses make a very proper prayer for the child of God. We must pray because it is part of 

watching. Sing Psalter 205:7. 

 

November 18 Read Psalm 74:1-13 
Psalm 74:12-13a Asaph comes to the reason for the request he has made in the preceding eleven 

verses of this Psalm. He can with confidence ask such things because God is his king. Not only is God 

king, He has been king from eternity. His reign has at its center the glory of Christ as shown in the 

salvation of His people. To us this should bring utmost comfort. As we walk through this vale of tears, 

we know that our God is working out our salvation. He is doing this throughout the earth. For proof 

Asaph turns to Israel’s salvation through the Red Sea. Do you confess that God is your king of old? 

Does this bring to you the confidence to continue in this life? With God as our king we will never fall. 

Sing Psalter 205:8. 

 

November 19 Read Psalm 74:13-23 
Psalm 74:13b-15 Our God is a God of power. This we see from these verses. The words dragon 

and leviathan indicate large formidable sea animals. God controls nature, and he controls it for the good 

of his people. All things work out for our salvation. Are you having difficulties with matters in this life? 

Does it seem that life’s troubles are beginning to overwhelm you? God’s people throughout the ages 

have had this trial. What is the answer? The answer is prayer. Even as Asaph goes to God in the 

confidence that He will help, we can too. In fact we must; it is God’s commandment. We must confess 

that our God is a God of power and then wait with confidence upon Him for deliverance. Sing Psalter 

205:9. 

 



November 20 Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 
Psalm 74:16-17 When God created during the first week, He created more than tangible things. He 

also created time in all of its divisions. As you use time are you aware that all time belongs to God 

because He made it? As day and night pass by do you think that these, too, are God’s? Living in an area 

with four distinct seasons with their own labors helps us to understand this fact as well. God is a God of 

order and time is orderly. All things are in God’s hands because He has ordained the very minute that 

they will happen. This affords us great comfort because we know that nothing happens by chance. All 

works to our good. Sing Psalter 206:10. 

 

November 21 Read Song of Solomon 2 
Psalm 74:18-19 Asaph is coming to the end of his prayer. I wish to call your attention to one word 

in these two verses. That word is turtledove. This bird is a tender thing needing much care. Asaph uses 

this as a picture of the church. Asaph calls God to remember his poor church who is in need of much 

help because of the onslaughts of the enemy. We must remember that we will always be a turtledove. It 

is not in God’s counsel for the church to be great in this life. Our demeanor and character must be as 

the defenseless turtledove. But we have the confidence that Jehovah is our defense. Though it appears 

that Satan will come against us, God is on our side. He will deliver us from all our troubles. Sing 

Psalter 205:11. 

 

November 22 Read Leviticus 26:41-46 
Psalm 74:20 The first clause of the verse is a command. We might wonder how Asaph dares to 

make such a command. He can do it in confidence because it is God who has established His covenant 

with His people, and He will keep that covenant. We are blessed because of the understanding of the 

covenant that God has given to us. But we need to make this much more than an intellectual 

understanding. We need to understand this in a spiritual sense. We need to live out of the covenant. By 

doing this we will have the confidence that whatever the situation our God will deliver us because He is 

our friend and we are His friend servants. By remembering and living out of the covenant of grace the 

dark places full of cruelty will never harm or disturb us. Sing Psalter 205:12. 

 

November 23 Read Psalm 73:13-23 
Psalm 74:21-23 As we come to the end of this Psalm and prayer let us look back at its elements. 

First we see the psalmist praying for deliverance from an enemy brought by God because of sin. Then 

we have noticed Asaph’s confidence in God the King of old and the God of power. Finally we see him 

pray in the confidence that God will conquer His enemies as well as the church’s. In these last verses 

we see that Asaph knows that God will deliver the church and the church will bring praises to its 

deliverer. He finishes with a final call for help against a mighty enemy. This is a prayer we need to pray 

today. We need to come to our God and ask for deliverance from the enemies of God. These enemies 

are here; make no mistake about that. Pray, people of God, and pray with confidence that God will hear 

you. Sing Psalter 205:13. 

 

November 24 Read Psalm 75 
Psalm 75:1 In two days we celebrate our national Thanksgiving Day here in the United States. For 

what are we thankful? Is it just the bounties of the past year? Is it just health? Is it just peace in family 

or church? All of these things are reasons for us to be thankful; there is no doubt about that. But the text 

says that we should give thanks because God’s name is near us. Notice that. His name. Why His name? 

The reason is simple. God’s name or names show to us who He is. We can see Him and His names in 

His creation. Because His name is evident around us, we can be thankful because He is around us at all 

times. Look around you, people of God, see His wonderful works, and give thanks to Him. Sing Psalter 

206:1. 



November 25 Read 2 Samuel 15:1-6 
Psalm 75:2 Verse 2 makes quite a statement. To judge uprightly seems to be a lost art these days. 

Everyone seems to have a different sense of what upright judgment is. Is this true of us? Are we guilty 

of judging in a less than upright manner. We judge the congregation daily. This is not reserved for the 

consistory or others who are in authority. When we are with our friends, we make judgments about 

them and their lives. What is our standard? Who is our model? We must seek to model our judgment 

after that of the Judge our heavenly Father. Let us seek to judge uprightly because we, too, will be 

judged by the righteous judge of heaven and earth. Sing Psalter 206:2. 

 

November 26 Read Mark Ezekiel 39:1-10 
Psalm 75:3 Today is Thanksgiving Day. The whole nation to some degree or another will celebrate. 

But because of the truth of verse three, they are unable to exhibit true thankfulness. As the society of 

this earth becomes dissolved by sin, it is only the church who can stand fast in the sight of our heavenly 

Father. We need to really examine our motives for thanksgiving today. We need to realize for what we 

must be thankful. True, thankfulness for temporal items is proper and necessary. But if we are not 

thankful for our salvation, we, too, will be in danger of dissolving. Christ and His church are the pillars. 

Let us hold them up before the wicked world and truly thank our heavenly Father. Sing Psalter 206:2. 

 

November 27 Read Psalm Proverbs 12:15-23 
Psalm 75:4-6 You will notice two thoughts in this section. First of all the Psalmist speaks of the 

fool. Then he talks about one of the main characteristics of the fool; the pride that is in him. Before we 

begin pointing fingers, we need to examine our hearts and our lives. Does the word I dominate our 

conversation? Are we bound to promote ourselves over our neighbor or worse over God? Each of these 

three verses has an important lesson for us. We need to have these lessons because as Solomon in 

Proverbs says, “Pride goeth before destruction.” We are sure to bring ourselves, family, schools, and 

churches to ruin if we persist in being foolish and walk in pride. Sing Psalter 206:3 

 

November 28 Read Daniel 2:14-23 
Psalm 75:7 Verse seven lets us know that God is judge. He is the sovereign judge. Does this mean 

anything to us? Are we willing to bow before almighty God knowing that it is He that raises up some 

and puts down others? These truths have awesome meaning for how we conduct our lives. They should 

cause us to pray as the publican not daring to look up toward heaven, “God, be merciful to me the 

sinner.” Do we pray this? Or are we too busy with me first. Are our own wants and desire more 

important than the service of Jehovah? What about our children? What is the most frequent word in 

their vocabulary? I or you? People of God, the truth that God is judge should force us to live soberly 

and lead our children and young people to a sober life. Sing Psalter 206:3. 

 

November 29 Read Revelation 14:8-20 
Psalm 75:8 In Israel as they fermented wine and preserved it they worked at getting the bitter dregs 

out so that the wine would be sweet tasting. God, too, wishes the sweet wine of His creation rid of the 

bitter dregs of the wicked. He will do this. There is a second figure in this verse. Those bitter dregs of 

wickedness will be drunk by the wicked throughout eternity. This is of great comfort to the child of 

God. We can know that our God will have the new heavens and new earth inhabited only by the sweet 

wine of His church. This should also spur us on to new and godly lives lived to the glory of God and 

His righteousness. Let us remember these things and pray for our heavenly Father to send His Son 

quickly. Let us begin on this Sabbath Day to prepare ourselves to live the eternal Sabbath in heaven. 

Sing Psalter 206:4. 

 

 



November 30 Read Psalm 75 
Psalm 75:9-10 Psalter 206 may have been an unfamiliar number for some of us. But it is one full of 

many truths for the child of God. I hope you have enjoyed singing it and learning a new song of Zion. 

We see in these last two verses of Psalm 75 two ideas. First of all we see the psalmist declaring that he 

will speak of God’s works forever. This is to be done, not only by the official preaching of the Word, 

but also by our daily witness. Secondly we see that singing is to be a part of the life of a Christian. Not 

liking to sing God’s praises is a serious matter and needs much prayer and soul searching. Singing is a 

great gift that God has given us to praise Him. In the last verse we are once again brought face to face 

with the truth of the antithesis. What is the end of our lives? Will we be cut off or exalted? By God’s 

grace we will not fall but rather be exalted to declare His name now and for eternity. By His grace we 

will sing Zion’s songs forever. Sing Psalter 206:5. 
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