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The huge machinery growled and shook as it ripped hungrily into the earth tearing out chunks 

of rock. The rock was crushed and loaded onto an endless string of rail cars that carried it toward a city 

and into an enormous building with rows of smokestacks billowing putrid smoke. Inside the building, 

conveyors hastened the rock up and into a blistering furnace where the temperature soared past the 

temperature of your kitchen oven, past the temperature of a bonfire, and up toward 3000 degrees 

Fahrenheit. At this temperature, the rock began to change; the smallest particles within the rock, the 

atoms, began to shake loose from the bonds which held them so firmly together. 

This rock is called iron ore and consists primarily of iron atoms and oxygen atoms. With this 

intense heat, the atoms of iron could no longer hold onto the atoms of oxygen. Amid the frenzy of free 

flying oxygen and iron atoms is introduced a new kind of atom; an atom of carbon which bumped into 

the oxygen atoms only to trap them into a stronger bond which the heat of the fires could not loosen. 

On went each carbon atom bearing two captured oxygen atoms leaving the iron behind and floating 

upward and out the smokestack as carbon dioxide gas. 

The iron now left behind was poured into molds where it cooled and the atoms again became 

“sticky” as the forces which drew them together overpowered the waning energy of heat. Now the force 

of machinery took over again to push, squeeze, and pull at the atoms until they were just so. Giant 

rollers squeezed the atoms; another pulled and drew the iron into a long thin shiny wire. High speed 

rollers fed the wire into another machine that cut, bent, and stacked each piece into a neat row that was 

glued together and packed in a box. The box was opened again, the wires removed and placed in a 

simple hand held device that would press them through the pages you are reading and fasten them 

together. 

Those atoms of iron that make up the staple affixing the pages before you are distinct and 

unique from the other 109 other known elements of the universe; yet in a way, very similar. Iron is very 

similar to Oxygen, for example, because both substances are made of just three things: protons, 

neutrons, and electrons. Everything in the earthly realm of creation is made out of these three basic 

things. Every known atom consists of a nucleus of protons and neutrons around which a flurry of 

electrons, equal in number to the number of protons, randomly orbit. The only difference between the 

various elements is the numbers of these parts. This is quite remarkable considering that in our day-to-

day experience, when you have a cup of cereal, a half cup of milk, and a pinch of sugar, you have a 

bowl of cereal. If you have 3 cups of cereal, a cup and a half of milk, and three pinches of sugar, then 

you have a very big bowl of cereal, not something entirely different as you do in the atomic world. 

In the atomic world the addition of more parts makes something entirely different. Let us 

consider a few examples. Hydrogen is a colorless gas. An atom of hydrogen contains one electron and 

one proton. An atom of Iron contains 26 electrons and 26 protons. If you were able to remove ten 

protons and ten electrons you would have an atom with 16 electrons and 16 protons. The atom you 

would have would no longer be iron, but would be chlorine, a poisonous green gas necessary for plant 

life. If you were able to add 11 protons and 11 electrons you would have Krypton, a gas used in light 

bulbs. Each of the atoms with fewer and more electrons than iron have very unique, surprising, and 

amazing properties considering they are all made of three basic parts. 

The various elements are the building blocks of everything in the created material world. It is 

like having a tinker-toy set with 109 different kinds of parts and the parts change unexpectantly when 

combined. For example, the arrangement of oxygen atoms (gas) and hydrogen atoms (gas) is such that 

two hydrogen atoms attach with an oxygen atom to form water (liquid at room temperature). This is 

only one of the endless possibilities of combining the building blocks of creation. The study of these 



atoms and how they interact with one another as well as the manipulation of the elements to make new 

substances is known as chemistry. 

During the creation, God not only made all the electrons, neutrons, and protons, He also 

fashioned them into the elements and further arranged the elements to make all the living creatures and 

things necessary for life. The complexity of the arrangement of a few different kinds of atoms into a 

living creature defies comprehension, and all the various living creatures and the environment in which 

they live are one harmonious whole. Even today as man thrills to arrange these building blocks into 

computer chips, plastic, and medicine, they are as nothing in comparison to what God has made. Fallen 

man tries to imagine that the created world is the natural outcome of a random mixing of all the 

elements and that his work in chemistry has something of a divine touch that elevates the works of man 

above everything else. The folly of this is readily exposed by the fact that nearly every chemical 

“invention” (for example—much of the medicine) of man is really only a copy of what God has already 

made. The folly of man is exposed by the fact that the very existence of the elements is upheld only by 

the power of God. 

Recognizing the ridiculous pride of man as he plays with the building blocks of creation, let us 

look at the elements through the spectacles of Scripture. In the first place we see that the very substance 

of every element, the very electrons, protons, neutrons and energy associated with these were created 

with the very first creative word of God (Genesis 1:1). All the elements were fashioned into a perfectly 

harmonious world of living and nonliving creatures that was to be ruled by man for the glory of God 

(Genesis 1:28). 

Looking through the spectacles of Scripture to man and his use of the raw elements of the earth 

we find “Tubal-cain, an instructor of every artificer in brass and iron” (Genesis 4:22). Tubal-cain had 

isolated an element of the earth that would be very useful for his goal in life as well as the goal of 

natural man ever since the fall—to control his environment for his own safety and happiness. The 

original harmony and goodness of the world had been corrupted by sin, so man seeks to create his own 

world out of the rubble of the original creation. Control has been and still is the driving force behind 

man’s efforts to fashion the elements for his use. It gives him the false security of viewing himself as a 

creative god. Looking just at man’s development in the use of iron we find it used in the chariot (Joshua 

17:16; Joshua 17:18; Judges 1:19; Judges 4:3), fetters (Psalm 105:18; Psalm 107:10; Psalm 107:16; 

Psalm 149:8), horns of power (I Kings 22:11; II Chron. 18:10; Micah4:13), and weapons (Numbers 

35:16; I Samuel 17:7; Job 20:24; Job 41:7), just to name a few. All these things are displays of man’s 

power and control. 

Though fallen man seeks to make a world of his own out of the rubble of the original creation 

apart from God, God gives the wisdom of the chemist into the service of His people for the gathering of 

the church as well. God gave Bezaleel a special understanding of the elements to build the tabernacle 

and fashion the instruments of worship out of metal (Exodus 37; I Chron. 2:19-20). Later Solomon 

hired the best worker of the elements, Hiram, to fashion metals for use in the temple (I Kings 7:14; I 

Chron. 22:3; I Chron. 29:2; I Chron. 29:7). Today the godly as well as the ungodly make new 

inventions as they learn how to work with the elements. The godly rejoice in the wisdom of God as 

they discover the wonders of creation and seek to serve God with their gifts of understanding. The 

ungodly are lifted up in pride to their own destruction. 

Taking a broad view of the elements through the spectacles of Scripture we see that God created 

the elements, He formed them into the present world, and He gave man the power to form new things 

with the elements. We also get a glimpse of what God will do with the elements in the future. Though 

man sees in the atoms and elements laws of conservation in which atoms and energy are never really 

destroyed and difficult to change (recently man has used the “atom smasher” to alter atoms), God will 

dramatically change the elements. In II Peter 3:10 & 12, we read that the elements shall melt with 

fervent heat. The meaning of “elements” in these verses means “the first principle and fundamental of 

something.” The word also has the idea of something orderly in arrangement. These concepts are very 



much a part of our idea of elements in the scientific realm today. The word “melt” in the original means 

“to loosen.” The very building blocks of the creation will be so shaken that not two will be left together 

as they were placed in the original creation. The fires of God’s judgment will be hotter than the very 

sun and the whole universe will be destroyed. 

In light of passages such as Romans 8:22-23, we have reason to believe that the substance of the 

first creative act of God will be preserved but will be changed into something suitable for heavenly 

existence. God will not bring to nothing everything He called into existence. We read in Romans 8 “For 

we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. And not only they, 

but ourselves also, which have the first fuits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 

waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” This word of God indicates that God’s 

people as well as the whole creation will be preserved. It will be transformed even as our dead bodies 

which may be dissolved into separate atoms and become a part of something else will be raised again 

when Christ returns. When God spoke His first words of creative power, He spoke then already with a 

view to a transformation and resurrection of that world into the heavenly. When God created the 

present heavens and earth, He made it for the heavenly. By a wonder of God, the elements will be 

arranged again into the new heavens and the new earth. The filth and corruption of the rebellion of man 

which permeated every aspect of creation will be burned away.* 
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