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“According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth.” (Psalm 48:10). 

“Wherever God becomes known, his powers cannot fail to be manifested; might, goodness, 

wisdom, righteousness, mercy, truth - these should captivate us with wonderment for Him, and impel 

us to celebrate His praise.” These are the words of John Calvin in his Institutes where he explains the 

first petition of the Lord’s Prayer (3.20.41). How true these words are. Wherever God is known, His 

sovereign powers are clearly seen. 

What we must also notice is that the opposite is also true. Where God is not known, or where 

the truth of God is mixed with the lie, God’s powers are obscured and His name is not reverenced. But 

the truth which we must understand and put before us is this: Where there is true faith in God, which is 

a knowledge of God and assurance of salvation, God’s power will be known and His name will be 

properly feared and reverenced. 

All around us in the church world examples of this reality can be seen. Those churches which 

do not hold to the Scriptural truth that the complete work of salvation is God’s, and that man has no 

part in it, have corrupted the truth of the word of God and have obscured the power and sovereignty of 

God. The result is a lack of reverence for the very name of God. This lack of reverence manifests itself 

in the worship services of these churches, in the prayers they offer, the songs they sing, the language 

they use in referring to God, and in the lives of the members of their congregations. This lack of 

reverence exists because there is no faith in God and no true knowledge of God, which are necessary 

for a proper fear and reverence of God. 

Scripture teaches us that we are to have the deepest sense of reverence for God. In Matthew 6:9, 

we are instructed to prayer using the words, “Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.” 

The name “Hallowed” carries with it the idea of holiness and consecration. Another example of the 

proper reverence we ought to have for God is to be found in I Samuel 2:1-10 where we read the prayer 

of Hannah. In this prayer of Hannah, we can see the faith-wrought knowledge of God that is necessary 

for reverent prayer to God. In the first few words of this prayer, Hannah extols four glorious attributes 

of God. 

In the first half of verse two, the holiness and purity of God are extolled. “There is none holy as 

the Lord; for there is none beside thee.” In the second half of that verse, the almighty power of God is 

praised, where we read, “neither is there any rock like our God.” In verse three the wisdom of God is 

acknowledged with the following words: “for the Lord is a God of knowledge.” At the end of verse 

three, God’s justice is confessed with the words, “and by Him, actions are weighed.” 

At the end of her prayer, Hannah praises God as the God to whom belongs the complete work 

of salvation (verses 6-8). In verse nine, we see also that God preserves His people so that they never 

fall away. 

It is these attributes of God and great works of God’s Spirit in our hearts that arouse us to a deep 

reverence for God. God rightfully and justly deserves all our praise and adoration because we have a 

heart-felt knowledge of these powers in us. 

All throughout Scripture it is plain to see that the way of wisdom is reverence. In Psalm 

111:9,10 we read, “He sent redemption unto His people: He hath commanded His covenant forever: 

holy and reverend is His name. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding 

have all they that do His commandments: His praise endureth for ever.” A proper fear of the Lord will 

direct us to speak to God and of God as we should. We can also see from these verses that we are not 

wise until we properly fear God. 

In Ecclesiastes 5:2 we read, “Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to 

utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.” 



This verse instructs as to what we ought to consider when approaching God in prayer. We must 

understand that between God and us there is an infinite distance. God is in heaven reigning in glory, 

and we are on earth. We must approach God in all humility, sincerity, seriousness, and reverence. 

Another striking example of the proper reverence we ought to have for God is to found in Psalm 

89:6,7. Here we read, “For who in heaven can be compared to the Lord? Who among the sons of the 

mighty can be likened unto the Lord? God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to 

be had in reverence of all them that are about Him.” If we read all of Psalm 89, we see that the whole 

Psalm is devoted to praise of the sovereignty of God. It is important to understand that we must first 

know the sovereign powers of God before we can properly reverence God. Knowing God and 

reverencing Him are inseparable. 

To see the connection between the work of the Spirit in our hearts and our reverence for God, 

we need only to look at Mary’s prayer. In Luke 1:49 we read, “For He that is mighty hath done to me 

great things; and holy is His name.” These ought to be our words, for great works are being done in us. 

Finally, in Isaiah 57:15 we read of God as “the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 

whose name is Holy.” Once again when we read the surrounding verses we can see that God’s name is 

connected with His works. His works attest to His holiness and power. Where God’s works are known 

and experienced, there is a reverence for God. 

But this reverence is never separated from the work of God’s particular grace. Grace is 

necessary to produce the faith and holy fear needed to acceptably worship God. This comes across very 

strongly for us in Hebrews 12:28, 29 where we read, “Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot 

be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For 

our God is a consuming fire.” Let us remember that it is only by God’s gracious work that we are able 

to serve Him acceptably. Neither let us be fooled into thinking that there is a proper worship of God 

apart from His grace. This is an impossibility. Nor may we think that God is pleased with any other 

worship than that which He has put before us in His word, for this is a dangerous error that many have 

fallen into today. 

More and more is it the case that so-called Reformed churches are falling away from the true 

worship of God and heading in the direction of a false and irreverent worship of God. Never must we 

be tempted to worship God in any other way than He has commanded. Our prayers, our singing, our 

giving, our reading, and our preaching must be based upon the knowledge of God that He has revealed 

to us in His word. When this is the case, our worship, our singing, and our prayers will be reverent. 

When our preaching, singing, prayer, and giving are not founded on a sound knowledge of 

God’s word they will become irreverent, for the works of God will be obscured and His name will be 

held in contempt. One only has to listen to Arminian preaching, prayer, and singing for a short time to 

see this. An Arminian robs God of His glorious work of salvation by claiming that he first must seek 

God and invite God into his heart. It is frightening to hear the hopelessness of an Arminian prayer, the 

begging, the pleading, and the lack of hope in the sure promises of God. It is also disheartening to hear 

Arminian singing for it goes no farther than man’s work. In reality, the Arminians worship a god that 

does not exist and cannot save them. 

By God’s grace we continue to grow in our knowledge of God, through the reading of His 

word, listening attentively to Christ in the preaching, and prayer. And in our growing in the knowledge 

of God we continue to grow in a proper reverence for the name of God. ♦ 
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