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By Connie Meyer 

 
Watching for the Signs (6) 

 

“Are we almost there?” asked little Anna after they had traveled for several minutes. 

“No, Honey,” Mother smiled and tried to explain, “It will be a long time before we get to 

Grandma’s house.” 

 Anna took the news quite well, until several more minutes had elapsed. “Are we almost there 

yet?” she asked again. And again. 

Lydia and Nathan knew it would be a long trip, but Anna’s impatience made their own grow 

too. Finally she fell asleep. 

“Are we almost there yet?” whispered Nathan. 

Mother looked back at him with growing impatience of her own. 

“Just kidding,” he quickly added. 

“Well, I’m not,” Lydia joined in. “How long will it be until we get there?” 

“Maybe another two hours,” said Father. He tuned in the radio on low volume and, while Anna 

slept, the family listened to the news. 

“...another earthquake shook the northern region...talked of peace, but the war-torn area... this 

particular strain of the disease is more difficult...”  

“Don’t they ever have any good news?” asked Lydia.  

Father thought for a moment and replied, “It sounds bad to us, but these things must happen for 

Christ to come. In a way it is good news. It’s the news that says He is really coming. He told us to 

watch for earthquakes, wars, famines, and many other signs. Why? So we will be ready and waiting 

when He does come again.” 

“Ten virgins waited for the bridegroom, but only five were ready when he came,” added 

Mother. “We’re impatiently waiting to get to Grandma’s house right now. I wonder...are we just as 

excited for Jesus to get here?” 

 “Sure we are,” said Nathan. ‘Well—I suppose we are.” 

“We can get pretty wrapped up in the cares of this world,” said Father thoughtfully. 

“Maybe we should read that parable again,” said Mother as they drove past a welcome sign to 

the state where Grandma lived, “—and study the signs more, too.” 

 

Read the parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25:1-13.  Even though it was late and dark, the 

wise virgins were ready.  The foolish virgins were not.  How many signs of Christ’s coming do you 

know? 
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