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I’m very pleased that I have the opportunity to speak with you at this 1986 convention. I like 

conventions. I think they are one of the greatest opportunities that our young people can take 

advantage of. I’ve always said that if one young man and young girl of the same faith meet at a 

convention to establish a lifelong friendship, the convention has been worthwhile. But I guess 

I’m biased, because I met my wife at a convention. 

While I was thinking about this speech, and going back to the conventions I attended, it 

struck me for the first time that the very first and the very last conventions that I attended were 

conventions sponsored by the South Holland Congregation. I believe the first one was in about 

’70, and all the young, people stayed in homes the entire convention. The last was in ’77 or ’78 

when we stayed at Camp Geneva, Wisconsin. 

Conventions always have been good memories for me. Probably the most memorable event, 

though not the best memory, was at that first South Holland convention, after the banquet and 

probably quite late, when I headed back to the tent in the dark back yard of the A1 Buiter place, 

only to find that my sleeping bag had been filled to the top with rocks of all sizes. And I doubt if 

they were wishing me the sweet dreams of Jacob and His ladder. 

So, I’m sorry that circumstances don’t let me stay any longer with you at this convention. 

Not to get my bag filled with rocks again, but to share some of the fun times that conventioneers 

always have together - and by the sounds of it, will have again. 

But we need to get down to business and talk about our reformed heritage. One of the reasons 

you are here is that it is not easy to be a Christian young man or woman today. It’s not easy to be 

a Reformed, Christian young man or woman today. It’s even more difficult being a Protestant 

Reformed young person today. I refrain from offering you proof that I know that by experience - 

and I’m sure that all of your pastors know that by experience from their youth. But believe me. I 

sympathize with you. And the further this world progresses toward the return of Christ, the more 

difficult it will be to remain a Protestant Reformed young person, to maintain our reformed 

heritage in godliness. 

SON TO FATHER: “Dad, the Jr/Sr banquet is coming up in a couple of weeks, and I know 

you are going to hear what is going on there. So I thought I'd just let you know about it now 

so that you won't come at me with it after I come home. There's going to be a dance after 

dinner. Now please wait and hear me out. They say it's not going to be a heavy rock band, 

and most of them will probably be slow dances that aren 't so bad anyway - at least they 

don’t have all the . . . well, you know what I mean. ...” 

FATHER: “Sorry, son, but you know our stand on dancing. You know that we don’t dance 

and never did. And you know that the church’s position on dancing has always been to 

prohibit it. You better just forget about going to the banquet and find something else to do 

with your date some other night that week.” 

THE NEXT YEAR: “Dad, mom, did you know that we are planning to go to San Diego for 

two days for our Senior class trip? We hope to spend the first day at the zoo, at night see a 

movie, and the next day be at the beach before going out to dinner at night and then heading 

home again. Doesn't that sound fun? I've never been to San Diego before. ...” 

FATHER: “You know our thinking about movies, don’t you?” 

SON: “But dad and mom, it’s going to be alright. They say it’s going to be something really 

innocent like Mary Poppins or the Fiddler on the Roof, or some Walt Disney thing - nothing 



“R“ or “X” rated or anything like that. And besides, do you realize what everyone is going 

to think about that stupid PR when I tell them that I can’t go on the class trip because we 

don’t believe in movies? Or can you imagine me staying in the bus while everyone else is 

watching the movie? They're going to think I’m nuts!!" 

DAD: “Son, we’re not trying to be hard-headed, or difficult to get along with, but don’t you 

realize what you 're asking? You 're asking us to allow you to do what we never allowed your 

older brothers and sisters to do. You're asking us to allow you to go where the church has 

always preached against going. And you’re asking us to do that because other people are 

going to think you are old fashioned. Just think about your reasoning.” 

SON, TO HIMSELF: “I can’t believe it. They never understand what I'm up against. They 

don't understand the pressures I face. They don’t even seem to see that what everyone else 

thinks about me is important. And they 're always talking about what the church says and 

about what the church has always done. Who cares about what the church has always done? 

We're living in 1986, not 1949. 

“But I guess 1 can believe it. They're probably right. But I sure don’t understand it.’' 

“And now what do I do? More problems. Tom and John asked if l wanted to go with them to 

the beach tonight after church and have some beer and maybe get that new stuff that the kids 

at school were talking about. I don't feel right about it, but I'm sure not going to be the dud 

and stay home when everyone is cruising town or going to the beach on Sunday night. ..." 

It’s not easy being a Protestant Reformed Christian in 1986. 

 

Being Reformed in Godliness 

I. The Basic Idea 

II. The Particular Walk 

III.     The Urgency of That Walk 

 

I. THE BASIC IDEA 

Tradition, according to the dictionary, and according to Scripture, is what has been handed 

down from parents to children, from generation to generation. We speak of traditional things in 

many different ways. Traditional thanksgiving dinner; styles, that is, styles that have been around 

a long time; traditional furniture that looks the same as it did years ago; traditional weddings, 

with no frills and fancy additions. Your tradition at home might be to read the Bible after dinner 

each meal, end the reading with some questions, sing some Psalms, and then close with prayer. 

And maybe you do that because it has become a tradition for you. 

Often, when we speak of Biblical tradition, we mean what the church has done and believed 

for many, many years, the. teachings and practices that have been handed down from generation 

to generation. Biblical tradition, as we speak of it now, is the passing down from father to son, 

from mother to daughter, from grandparents to grandchildren, from church generation to church 

generation, the truths and practices that THEY have learned. 

There are two extremes when we speak of traditions. On the one hand, there are those who 

follow nothing but tradition. The Roman Catholics pride themselves on tradition. There are 

certain dogmas that have been handed down from the church fathers that the RCC holds to 

tenaciously. The RCC teaches as tradition that Mary was immaculately conceived; born without 

sin; therefore, must be prayed to and worshipped. And these doctrines and practices have been 

handed down for centuries, from parents to children, from pope to pope, in basically their same 

form today as they did 1000 years ago. 



It was the Reformers who did away with all that extraneous baggage. God raised up men like 

Martin Luther, John Calvin, and others, to see that the traditions of the church in which they 

lived needed to be done away with. No longer should they go along with the tradition of 

worshipping Mary; no longer ought they teach the people that they could buy their way, or the 

way of their friends, out of purgatory - even that there was such a thing - or into heaven. 

On the other hand, others want nothing to do with tradition. This is the way of the current 

church world. You don’t have to read much today to know that the traditions of the church are 

being thrown out the window as fast as possible. If you read the church magazines today, you 

will read statements like this: "we ought to get rid of that hideous acronym ‘TULIP’;" "we need 

to throw out the Reformed doctrines that have become so old and stale, and replace them with 

new, current, progressive doctrines that keep up with the times." There is a sentiment today to 

brush aside, with one mighty sweep, all that the church has built up through the ages and replace 

it with doctrines and practices of today’s theologians (who are so much more learned than the 

ancients). Nothing is respected anymore; nothing is held favorable; all is thrown out. If the 

reformers could do it, we also ought to get rid of the baggage that is holding us back from uniting 

all the churches today under one roof." 

We need to hear what Scripture says about traditions. There are two different kinds of 

traditions mentioned in the Bible. In Matt. 15:2, 3, 6, we read of the kind of tradition that the 

Christian ought to get rid of. The Lord there was approached by the Pharisees who asked why 

His disciples did not wash their hands before eating. The Lord responded with a question to 

them, “Why do you transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?” The Pharisees had 

added to the commandments of the Lord with their own teachings and, in fact, contradicted them. 

Those were traditions that needed to be thrown out. In Colossians 2:8 the traditions of men are 

called “philosophy and vain deceit” and “the rudiments of this world.” So, there are some 

traditions of which the Bible does not approve. 

But there are other texts, such as ours, which tell us that we must hold fast to the traditions. 

In I Cor. 11:2 the apostle Paul admonishes the saints to hold to the ordinances which he delivered 

to them; in the original, “traditions.” And in the chapter following our text (3:6), the apostle 

again tells us to withdraw from those who do not hold the tradition which we received from him. 

There are, therefore, traditions we must get rid of, and traditions we must cling to. The ones 

we must rid ourselves of are those that hinder us from worshipping the Lord in spirit and in truth, 

those contrary to the commandments of God. The ones we must hold to with all our might and 

main are those after the teachings of the Lord and the apostles - those delivered to you by word 

or by epistle. 

We, as Protestant Reformed, have traditions. Our traditions are not first of all the teachings 

and practices of Danhof, Hoeksema, Ophoff, Vos, and others, They are not even the teachings 

and practices of Calvin and Luther and Ursinus, Oliveanus, and Guido De Bres. But our 

traditions are the truths of Scripture, the doctrines and way of life, taught in the Word of God, 

and transmitted through the ages from generation to generation, down to the present. 

Thus, our traditions are not merely the Bible itself. Now, right away we have to be careful 

how we say that. Everyone has the Bible. Antichrist will claim to teach what the Bible teaches, 

but obviously will be a heretic of the first order. Our traditions are what we have in the Bible 

interpreted by the fathers in the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, the Canons of 

Dordt. These are traditions we hold because they are the fruit of the Spirit of Christ in the church 

- the Spirit promised to the disciples to lead them into the truths of the word, the truths of 

Scripture itself! These confessions are what the Spirit has taught the Scripture to mean, over 



against the heresies of doctrine and practice that were taught in the church at the time they were 

written. 

 

II. THE PARTICULAR WALK IN GODLINESS 

Now, we are talking not about traditions in doctrine, but traditions in how we live and walk 

in this world. 

Basically, the reformed tradition is a godly, biblical walk. That is simple. Our calling is to 

hold to the walk presented in the Bible. We walk as commanded in the 10 commandments of the 

Lord. But the matter is not that simple. Just as in matters of doctrine, everyone holds to the Bible 

and says, “What we believe is what the Bible teaches. . .’’so also in matters of walk, everyone 

says what he practices is what the Bible teaches. Just one example is that problem of dance. 

Those who promote dance as a legitimate practice for Christians base their position on the Bible. 

So we need the Bible, but the Bible as it has been interpreted for us by the spirit of truth in 

the church of the past. 

More specifically, then, the Reformed tradition is the antithetical walk and life. At the risk of 

being too simple, you can put it this way. The antithesis does not mean that we run from the 

world. It does not mean that we have nothing to do with the world. It does not mean that we have 

to live all by ourselves in a little corner of the city or country. It means that we live in the world. 

It means that we use the good things God gave us in the world. But in the world, we fight against 

all that opposes God, and promote all that promotes and glorifies God. To put it very simply, the 

antithesis means saying “NNNOOOO” to everything evil. And saying “YYEESSS” to 

everything good and upright. 

To use an example, look in your Bibles to Genesis 2:15-17. God created the Christian life - 

the antithetical life - already in the garden of Eden. God commanded Adam and Eve: Say 

“NOOOOO” to the tree of knowledge. Say “YESSSS” to the tree of life. And that command to 

live the antithesis remains with us today. There is in our lives, in the lives of Reformed - that is, 

Biblical Christians - a sharp line of distinction. We live on a battle field. We say “NO” to the lie. 

We say “YES” to the truth. 

Some of you young people from Redlands know Mr. Thys Feenstra. There is one thing that 

he taught us that sticks in my mind from all the years he taught us Sunday School. He taught us 

our reformed heritage in the antithesis. And in his old Dutch brogue he would say, “and don’t 

forget the “antitaysis.” 

We reformed, and Protestant Reformed Christians, say “no” to dancing, say “no” to movie 

attendance, say “no” to doing our own pleasure on the Lord’s Day, say “no” to gambling, say 

“no” to drunkenness, “no” to drugs that warp the mind. That is our heritage in godliness. 

It is quite significant that the convention schedule does not say (as it could) “Tuesday night, 

showing of TOP GUN - the current top box office hit.” It’s significant that the program does not 

announce, “Bingo to be played after the morning discussion groups.” It’s significant that the 

program does not say “Immediately after the banquet speech there will be a farewell dance for all 

conventioneers and their dates.” 

Why not? Because that’s our heritage! And that ought to be a pretty strong reason why not. 

The second answer is: Because that’s Biblical. 

We say no to dancing. Why? 

First, because it is usually done in a bad environment, with bad companions, and with bad, 

bad music. I don’t need to demonstrate that to you. To argue that would be the obvious. “But,” 

you say, “what if we did it with good companions, and in a good environment, and with good 



music?” 

Then the second reason why dancing has always been against reformed tradition must be 

sounded. This is fundamental. Dancing is a violation of the 7th commandment: “Thou shalt not 

commit adultery.” Simply speaking, when we dance the way 99% of people dance in this 

country, we commit adultery in our heart. And the catechism interprets the 7th commandment for 

us as meaning that God prohibits everything that can entice you and me to impure actions as well 

as thoughts. 

You say, “I can dance without committing adultery”? Then I would like to read to you this 

statement one man wrote: “The man who says that dance does not stir his lower passions is either 

telling a lie or is physically abnormal and unfit.” You take sex out of dancing, and no one wants 

to dance. 

We say, “No” to movie attendance. Why? 

First, because 95% of the movies today are nothing but trash, immoral, ungodly, filthy, 

cesspools of dung. Even the psychologists of the world are crying out against all the trash on 

television and at the box office, showing conclusively that it is worse than worthless. And we, in 

our foolishness sometimes, try to convince ourselves what even worldly men say is bad is not 

bad. 

But there is a reason why the church has always condemned movie attendance, and why 

movies have always been the foul medium that they are: acting out the life of another is not a 

proper form of entertainment for the child of God. Why not? First, because God made us as 

individuals, each person a distinct personality, and calls us to develop that personality, not that of 

another. God created Barry Gritters and called him to develop as Barry Gritters. Second, when 

you think of what we are, and what we should be, then you will understand that life is too serious 

than to take on and play the part of another person. We are called to be imitators of God. We are 

called to walk in the footsteps of Jesus Christ. And third, sin is too serious for a child of God 

than to act out the sins of another person. No child of God may imitate another sinning. No child 

of God may play murder, or imitate adultery, or swearing, or taking God’s name in vain. And 

how can one act without acting sin: Life is too serious for that kind of playing. 

I have written for my catechism students a one-page paper in outline form on movie attendance, 

giving in more detail the reasons given above. If anyone would like a copy of it for study or 

discussion, I would be glad to send them one.) 

These are the historical positions of the church, of the reformed churches. 

I wish I had the time to read to you the quotations from writers, both reformed and non-

reformed, about this subject. I refer you to a book written by Rev. William Masselink called I 

and the Children Thou Hast Given Me (not a very valuable book, really, except for the 

quotations in it). Written by a minister of the CRC and based on his sermons preached before 

1931, it shows that both Christians and non- Christians stood aghast at the corruption of, and the 

powerful influence that drama exercised over those who watched it. And it shows from history 

that not only Christian Reformed, but the Presbyterians - English, Scotch, Irish, and others - 

Methodists, Baptists and more, all out rightly condemned dancing and drama as improper 

methods of entertainment for the Christian. 

The Synod of the CRC in 1928 did this too. In the strongest possible language, it pleaded 

with elders and ministers, professors and Bible teachers, to warn the young people about the 

dangers of movie attendance, and dancing, and even advised consistories to refuse the confession 

of faith of those young people who continued in this kind of walk. 

Now, you ask: “Why is there such change???” Is it because the church has become more 



mature and spiritual? Is it because the church has gained better understanding of the Biblical 

teaching about these matters and the Biblical principles behind them? Or because better exegesis 

has been done? Don’t believe it, friends. Look at the text you’ve chosen for a theme. It’s because 

the day of Christ is at hand (vs 2), there is a falling away from the faith (vs 3), the mystery of 

iniquity is already working (vs 7), and because they would rather have pleasure in 

unrighteousness than believe the truth (vs 12). That explains the change today in much of the 

church world. 

They laugh and jeer at us because we are oddballs, narrow-minded as could be? Yet little do 

they realize (or do they?) that less than 20 years ago it was the official stand of the church that 

these things were prohibited. We haven’t changed in our stance, they have. We haven’t become 

oddballs. Others have taken a different stand for the life of the Christian. 

It was important for me to know, when I was your age - not too long ago - that when I had to 

tell my friends that I couldn’t dance, that I didn’t attend shows, that I ought not gamble, (and I 

wasn’t perfect in these things) that this was the position that the church had always taken; that 

we weren’t oddballs, strange religious fanatics that were so radically straight, but were simply 

following our reformed heritage in godliness. 

We also have the calling to a positive, godly walk, full of good works. 

I’m glad to see our conventions emphasizing the positive. Conventions nurture godliness — 

reformed godliness. Godly entertainment, good Christian fellowship, healthy discussions. That’s 

important. 

This is the life of a godly, Protestant Reformed Christian: We say “yes” to a good game of 

ball to get some exercise, say “yes” to devotions early in the morning, say “yes” to Young 

People’s attendance, “yes” to faithful attending of God’s Word. And when we get home, it’s the 

same: Walk with the saints; help the poor and the weak; be examples to the young. You see, 

when you do these things, the Lord gives strength to fight against the temptations to dance, to 

drink, to take drugs, to walk a sinful life. 

 

III. THE URGENCY 

There is a great temptation to conform to the walk and life of the world. There is temptation 

because of peer pressure —all my friends want me to do it; a temptation because my own sinful 

flesh that I have to live with lures me and drags me along. 

There is a great danger in conforming to the walk and life of the world. That danger is 

brought out in your theme text. The end draws near, and times will become worse. The 

general context of the book is describing what things will be like when the end draws near. In his 

last epistle to them, the apostle had told the saints at Thessalonica about the return of Christ. And 

the response to that was an unreasonable fear. They were shaken in mind and spirit, fearful, 

terrified. Some of them were so sure that Christ was going to return any day that they refused to 

work and merely sat down on the mountain tops, waiting for the final coming. They made 

themselves bothers to those who would work. 

In this letter, the apostle corrects their foolish thinking. “Don’t forget,” he says, “that before 

that day comes, certain things must happen." There will be a great falling away from the faith, a 

terrible apostacy such as you never would have believed possible. The wicked one, the son of 

perdition, the antichrist is going to be established. He will oppose and exalt himself against all 

that is called God. He will sit in the temple of God and call himself God. His coming is after the 

working of Satan. There will be all power and signs and miracles and lying wonders, deceiving 

with unrighteousness. And you, believers, will have to live through that!! 



Therefore, stand fast, hold the tradition. Hang on to them with all your might, because the 

evil one comes who will try to take them away from you. Hold fast, because the mystery of 

iniquity is already working, and the antichristian principles are now established in part. Hold to 

them, because there will be a great falling away, and the temptation will be to go along with 

those who get rid of tradition. 

You are going to be alone in this world. The rest of the church world is going to be calling 

you a fool, an old-fashioned ninny because you hang on with dear life to those antiquated 

doctrines and practices of the reformation. So, hold fast that no man take your crown! 

But why is it so urgent? It is in the second place because it has to do with our salvation. You 

will notice that the theme text of the convention begins with the word, “therefore." The apostle 

says, I have just told you something which gives weight to this command. So you better stand 

fast and hold the traditions you have been taught. And what is it that makes it important to hold 

them? Your very salvation itself. God saves us. But he saves us THROUGH two things. Faith 

and Sanctification. Believing truth and walking truth. Orthodoxy (straight doctrine) and 

orthopraxy (straight practice). Paul says not, “God has chosen us to salvation, therefore, sit back 

and be lazy." But he says, “God has chosen us to salvation through sanctification and belief in 

the truth. Therefore, stand fast in that sanctification and faith. Work!!" 

God brings us to the end of our election in the way of godliness and belief of the truth. And 

where do Protestant Reformed young people know the guidelines for both? OUR REFORMED 

TRADITION!! 

“Sorry, Dad and Mom, that I didn't like to hear about what the church of the past did, that I 

didn’t appreciate the guidance of the Spirit in the church. Sorry, that I didn't appreciate your 

instruction. 

“Thanks, Dad and Mom. Thanks, young people's leaders. Thanks, pastors. Thanks for 

teaching us the reformed heritage, not only in truth, but also in godliness. 

''Thanks, Lord, for the Reformed Heritage that we have. Preserve it in us, and through us. 

And if we are preserved that we can have children someday, help us maintain that heritage with 

our children. 
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