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As I was reading thru the year end '85 issue of U.S. News and World Report, I came 

across a reoccurring theme. The theme was "A Rekindled Spirit". This spirit is the American 

spirit.  It is the spirit that says, "I am American and proud of it."  

This spirit is also a 'Force that moves the World.' Ben Wattenberg's viewpoint of the 

same title has this to say.  

“This is the "American Century" . . . It is our music people hear, our television 

they love and hate, our movies they see in theaters and on Japanese VCR's, our blue jeans 

that have revolutionized fashion. The American language, call it English if you must, is 

becoming the closest thing to a universal tongue. . . “ 

Note how the American culture and language is such a powerful force. One could also 

easily show that America is the major economic power in the world.  

Another interesting fact. is, the world knows that what Wattenberg says is true. This 

causes them either to love (covet) or hate America.  

Another quote from 'A Force that moves the World' really struck me with regards to this. 

“Why are Americans principal targets for terrorism? Sometimes for reason of policy or 

ransom . . . But there is another rationale for terror directed at America. These are 

terrorists who want to change the global culture. If you believe that the modern world is 

corrupt, that the Great Satan has been unleashed and Satan believes in emancipation of 

women, sexy television, alcohol, literacy for the masses, political freedom for the masses 

- whom do you attack? If your target is modernism, you hit America. The terrorists 

believe quite correctly, that it is our culture that is regnant in this time. Their target is the 

American Century. In challenging it, they prove its existence.” 

Have these terrorists hit on something? Is this Great Satan possibly the Antichrist? Is the 

American cultural and economic empire the forerunner of the final Antichristian Kingdom?  

Certainly, we can see that America has become a great nation. Look at what we are as 

Americans; we are somebody. We are the epitome of what the world seeks after. Not only are we 

somebody, but we glory in being that somebody.  

In another article from the same U.S. News issue, "For a Baby Born in 1986", John Lang 

and Ronald Taylor talk about the future and the many changes it will bring. What was especially 

interesting were the closing statements of this article.  

Yet for all the wonders in the future, Michael Smith still suffers from headaches, 

hangnails, indigestion, crime, taxation, mothers-in-law, and new products that don't work.  

And that's good. As a sociologist and futurist Wendel Bell of Yale University explains: 

"There will be a certain amount of aggravation and grief, but that is what makes us 

dissatisfied enough to strive for better ways of doing things. That's why generation after 

generation will try to improve their lives, to do the improbable. "  

Not only do we glory in the image we have of ourselves, but we even glory in the grief 

and dissatisfaction this life brings. Do you understand what the above author is saying: 



Dissatisfaction is good because it drives us on, ah yes, it drives on the American Century and 

Spirit.  

Christian friend, isn't this American Spirit (dream) your spirit or dream? Aren't you proud 

to be an American? Doesn't dissatisfaction spur you on in this dream?  

Christian friend, if your answer is also yes, let's consider together whether we are truly 

walking and meditating as Christians. Listen to the word of God with regards to the American 

Spirit:  

“Vanitv, Vanity, saith the Preacher, Vanity of Vanities, All is vanity.” (Eccl. 1:2 

KJV)  

“And I saw that all labor and achievement spring from man's envy of his 

neighbor. This too is meaningless (vanity), a chasing after the wind (vexation of 

spirit).” (Eccl. 4:4 NIV)  

And upon viewing all that he (King Solomon) has done in life this is what he says:  

“I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and 

this was my portion of all my labour.  

Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that 

I had laboured to do: and behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there 

was no profit under the sun.” (Eccl. 2:10 & 11 KJV)  

What a contrast there is between man's (our) viewpoint and the Lord's!  

Man sees his greatness, selfishness and strivings as good. He loves the curse he lives 

under and even uses dissatisfaction as a motivation, a drive to fill his desires. God sees these 

things as simply vanity.  

Then how do we correctly and properly find satisfaction in our labors? What keeps us 

from despair of such emptiness? The Preacher seems to mock everything we hold precious, even 

hard work and achievement.  

Hear the Preacher further:  

“There is nothing better for a man than, that he should eat and drink, and 

that he should make his soul enjoy good in his labour. This also I saw, that 

is was from the hand of God.  

For who can eat, or who else can hasten hereunto, more than I?” (Eccl. 

2:24, 25 KJV)  

You can see from this passage that work isn't empty, but something to be enjoyed. But 

note the most important ingredient: God. Without God all our achievements are vain, the product 

of sinfulness and depravity. Fortunately for God's people He shows us what we are (miserable) 

and works in us salvation, the fruit of which is a broken heart. A heart that cries, "Have mercy on 

me, a sinner." And He does have mercy. Out of hopelessness and emptiness comes hope and true 

meaning to life. 

 Now we can see our misery as Americans. The grief and dissatisfaction we experience 

will be used by God to bring us closer to Him. Therefore, our earthly dissatisfaction, instead of 

pushing us on to become enveloped in the American dream, pushes us to find peace and 

contentment in the hands of God; making us strangers in America. 

  I would like to close with the words of Paul in Phil. 4:4-7. 



“Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, Rejoice.  Let your moderation be known 

unto men.  The Lord is at hand.  Be careful for nothing: but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be known unto God. 

And the peace of God which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 

through Christ Jesus.” 
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