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Even though it may not seem like it, there are some beneficial aspects of suffering. 

Suffering may be a sign of God's favor and trust in the Christian to whom the trial is permitted to 

come. One Christian in Russia said that it "seems that God has selected the church for a special 

assignment - suffering. Knowing this, of course does not mean that our sufferings are not 

agonizing. But it does provide healing and redemption in our sufferings." 15  

In camps under persecution, prisoners become deeply religious people. The discovery of 

spiritually compatible souls reinforces their own faith. Endless hours of conversation take place 

to tell of their own spiritual experiences, resulting in a strengthened bond with other Christians. 

One leader says that they learned that they can live without church structures but not without 

other Christians. 16  

Suffering and triumph are closely related. During suffering, the congregations give 

themselves completely to Christ and see the victory in Christ. The churches know the worth of 

God's Word and Christ, Who was raised from the dead and Who will return again. Even in prison 

God is inspiring radiant hope in their hearts that Christ is unconquerable and will return.                                  

One significant result from suffering is the sharpening of spiritual perceptions and the 

clarifying of spiritual priorities. Another is the increased awareness of the power of prayer. 

Under suffering, the churches realize their feebleness and weaknesses. The constant analysis and 

appreciation of what Christ means to them - in order not to yield to temptation - brings the 

suffering believers closer to Christ than ever before. They really begin to know what Christ 

means to them. They begin to know, as never before, the love of God. 17  

One works better and accomplishes more when there is opposition than when everything 

is easy. Those Eastern Christians have a tremendous possibility of witnessing. worshipping, and 

serving the Lord! The terrible part is that millions have to live and undergo this cruel Communist 

system.  

In the West. as Christians we have never been forced to become aware of the cost of 

belief. How much have we really suffered for our faith? Those Christians in Russia have 

suffered: "and their words and witness have an intensity and hope which make most of what 

passes for Christianity in the West look pale and shallowly rooted." 18 Through the Christians in 

the Iron Curtain, Western Christians can learn about suffering for the Bible. The persecuted 

churches have ". . . endured prolonged, unparalleled persecution, and this experience of sustained 

suffering can provide instruction to the church everywhere." 19  

When we suffer a little trouble or persecution, by looking at their example of steadfast 

faith we can also learn to be the same way. We can realize how little we suffer after all.  

Many people will raise the argument that this persecution is not a big problem. It is larger 

than it seems because the Russian government covers up a lot of the persecution, so it is not 

known to the world. At conferences the Soviet Union tries everything possible to cut down the 

time to be spent discussing human rights.  



Some people then will argue that evangelists like Billy Graham come back from Russia 

with all these reports of the freedom of religion and that it's not as bad as some say. This is not 

true, for Billy Graham is a hoax and the U.S.S.R. through Graham was pretending to demonstrate 

religious tolerance. Rushing from one appointment to another, Graham saw only what the 

authorities wanted him to see. Not only this, but it seems like Graham said only what his hosts 

wanted him to say. Graham said that believers who refuse to register with the state are likely to 

have "difficulties”. The congregations of the churches Graham entered consisted of one third 

KGB agents. one third international participants in the disarmament conference, and one third 

older women.20  

In one church when a woman draped a banner over the balcony that said, "We have more 

than 150 prisoners for the work of the gospel" and was subsequently hauled away, Graham just 

explained, "We detain people in the U.S. if we catch them doing things wrong."21  Director Jerry 

Goodman of the National Conference of Soviet 'Jewry called Graham's remarks ". . . a disservice 

to Jews and Christians who are being persecuted in the Soviet Union. "22  

Maybe the things he said were not so bad, but the problem lies with the things Graham 

didn't say. Graham ignored the persecution subject because he didn't want to embarrass his hosts. 

Another reason why he didn't say anything about Soviet religious oppression is because then he 

wouldn't have further possibilities to preach in the U.S.S.R. "There's something wrong when in 

order to preach the gospel you turn your back on those who live the gospel."23  Graham betrayed 

the religious people in Russia. "Graham should have spoken out firmly, clearly, and specifically 

against religious repression in the Soviet Union, and he should have done it publicly. 24  Graham 

was an "unwitting prophet of Soviet propaganda.” 25  

Graham is not helping the people that are being persecuted and need help. Six people 

were seeking immigration to any land that would let them have religious freedom. They sought a 

visit from Billy Graham but he actually refused. Finally, Graham consented to go and pray with 

them but there were to be no reporters or photographers and there were to be curtains. After 

Graham left, one of the six was physically sick, (she had dared to hope that Graham would 

intercede for them).26  Many people who have tried to tell the story of how life is in the U.S.S.R. 

should and probably do feel the same way.  

When these false evangelists, such as Graham, take trips behind the Iron Curtain, they do 

not raise their voices in objection to the suppression. By not raising their voices on behalf of the 

suffering millions, these leaders participate in and are guilty of suppression.  

The first reaction of people when they hear about these suffering Christians is that they 

are glad they do not have to go through this. Then some people like to know how they can ease 

the situation. We must be aware that we can be used to help the many Christian prisoners and 

their families who need aid. Just a simple card sent to a prisoner or a family would provide the 

Soviet authorities with evidence of the publicity these prisoners have received and could help 

alleviate a prisoner's situation. There are organizations which have been formed to send aid and 

Christian literature to these needy people. Two of these are The Society of St. Stephen and Jesus 

to the Communist World, Inc. Write to me for further information concerning these 

organizations.  

Because there is a great lack of Bibles and Christian literature, one work of organizations 

is to distribute the needed materials throughout the U.S.S.R. Churches with 200-300 people do 



not possess one single Bible. Bibles are selling on the black market for more than $100. This 

shows that Russians are willing to invest their hard-earned money to obtain a copy of the Word 

of God, giving it priority over most material things. 27  Believers do get Bibles. The Christians 

in Russia do not ask for much, they just need the tools (Bibles. . .) to work with. We must not 

abandon these people and forget about them'. We must offer support to these Christians.  

The believers are risking their lives by writing and signing their names to petitions sent to 

the government and world. This is the only way to be heard and they want help which is not 

available. These believers desperately need to be upheld by the believers in the West. The human 

rights stand taken by the U.S. and our government is rather profitable and important concerning 

the Christians in Russia. We should show everyone that we care and will not forget. This can be 

done by showing the Soviet officials the price of such behavior. The arrangements the Soviets 

make with the U.S. depends on the support in Congress from the U.S. people. This kind of 

persecution should end that possibility of support. 28 American support does help. Pastor Georgi 

Vins says from personal experience, "Whenever there was support action in the West I was 

treated better by wardens and prison administrators. When there was no support, conditions 

immediately became worse."29 A few letters to our congressmen would make a great deal of 

difference.  

The most simple and most important kind of help is prayer. We must share the griefs, and 

help the churches bear the heavy cross. Those Christians who remain steadfast amidst all the 

persecutions deserve our prayers. Offering our prayers is the least we can do for our fellow 

saints. As Richard Wurmbrand says, "One third of the world is entitled to one third of your 

prayers, of your concerns, of your gifts. . . . In prison I saw men with 50 lb. chains at their feet, 

praying for America. But in America you seldom hear in a church a prayer for those in chains in 

Communist prisons." 30 Take heed to the words of Hebrews 13:3. "Remember them that are in 

bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the 

body." Let us remember our fellow saints in all of our prayers and with our gifts.  
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