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Dear Grandchildren:  

Every man or woman you see started life as a baby boy or girl. "Of course," you say. But 

when you look at your father or mother do you remember that they know what they are talking 

about when they teach you in the way that you should walk? They learned from their own 

experience what is good or bad for your welfare. In this letter I want you to look at the childhood 

of some of the familiar Bible characters. I said that every man started out as a baby, but there 

was one exception. Adam never experienced babyhood. He was directly made from earth 

material by the hand of God, his maker. And Adam's wife never was a baby, either, for she was 

made from one of Adam's ribs. First then, let's look back to Cain, Adam and Eve's firstborn.  

CAIN was brought up by parents who had first-hand knowledge of God. They painfully 

knew of their fall into sin; their being driven out from the Garden of Eden; their punishment of 

hard labor; their private war with the cursed earth with its insect pests, and the cursed vegetation 

such as thorns and thistles to plague them. Oh, they surely knew what to teach Cain, and they 

most assuredly did, but Cain rejected their good counsel. He had rejected God's provision of 

animals for worship sacrifices, but Cain wanted to do his service his own way. He brought of the 

fruit of his work from the vegetable kingdom. And because God rejected that wicked 

substitution. and told Cain so, Cain also rejected God in every way.  

ABEL at your age was taught by Adam, and as a boy he was obedient to him. He grew up 

to be a shepherd. Adam taught him that God must be worshiped with the sacrifice of an animal, 

shedding its blood as a type of the shedding of Christ's blood on the Cross. In his early youth he 

also learned that his sins, too, could only be forgiven by the shed blood. In the New Testament 

we find that Abel was a righteous man whose conduct was controlled by faith. When Abel's 

proper sacrifice was accepted by God, Cain became furious, and he killed his own brother, 

becoming the first murderer.  

SETH was the baby God gave to Adam and Eve to take the place of Abel to be brought 

up as a covenant child. We know very little about his childhood except that he was a God-fearing 

boy who received a pious upbringing. That became very evident when he, himself, became a 

father. for he brought up his son, whom he named Enos, to be a God-fearing boy. Enos was the 

one who introduced the first public worship services, "calling upon the name of God; " even 

calling themselves "the people of God," in contrast to their wicked unbelieving relatives.  

NOAH - we have not learned much about his boyhood except how it ruled his life. You 

can well believe that his father, Enos, who led in public worship, also led his family in the way 

of the Lord. Little Noah was accustomed to attending "church" services along with his righteous 

uncles and aunts. When Noah was born the world was in a state of extreme wickedness. God said 

of that world that every imagination of the heart of almost everyone was evil continually. But 

Enos was given to know that his baby was to be a comfort to God's people, for he named him, 

Noah, which means "comfort". Later Noah was known as a preacher of righteousness, giving 

comfort to God's people. The first comfort, or probably the greatest, was when God told Noah 

that in his preaching he could tell the people, God would never destroy the world again with a 



flood. The Bible tells us that "he walked with God". I believe that he did so in his very early age, 

as you, my grandchildren do. You also conduct yourselves as though God were walking at your 

side in "walking fellowship". The Bible records that "Noah found grace in the eyes of God. "  

SHEM'S boyhood was in that time when the general population was steeped in evil, as 

we have already noted. So when little Shem came in from playing with the neighbor children, 

and copied their bad language and saying things about God that were not true, his mother 

probably had to wash his mouth out with soap to teach him that such uncleanness had to be 

washed out of his life. Much later, after the Flood, when his father fell into the sin of 

drunkenness, Shem's filial behavior was such that he received the blessing of God which 

promised him that the worship of the True God would remain in his family of descendants.  

ABRAHAM'S birth was noteworthy in that his father, Terah, named his little baby by the 

name of Abram, which means, "exalted father." Wasn't it strange that a man would call a 

newborn baby by that name? In those early days men used proper names to be memorials of 

God's Word which was not yet in written form. The Apostle Peter, in his first Epistle explains 

that somewhat when he wrote, "The Spirit of Christ was in his people to look into the mystery of 

Christ who would die (be sacrificed) for his people." So now, Terah was given the insight that 

this baby would grow up to be the father of many nations, that he would be the exalted father of 

God's chosen family. The martyr, Stephen, in his famous dying sermon, told his persecutors that 

God called Abraham out of a heathen nation to be separated from them to head a separate people 

in a new place. In the Book of Joshua, we learn that Terah's family served other gods. So God 

called Abraham out of that sphere of idolatry to serve the One Only True God.  

ISAAC'S birth-story gives us many details. When his father, Abraham was 100 years old, 

and his mother, Sarah, was 90, two angels came to visit Abraham in his yard when he was sitting 

under a shade tree. The heavenly messengers came to tell Abraham and his wife that they, in 

their old age, would have a baby in a few months. Upon hearing that promise Abraham laughed 

questioningly, and Sarah, in the tent, laughed un-believingly. But when that promised son was 

born she confessed that God had provided laughter for her and her friends. It was in 

commemoration of odds with one another. At that time that joyful laughter that Abraham named 

the baby, Isaac, which in their language meant, "laughter."  

When Isaac was still a boy he went with his father up a mountain path to worship their 

God with a sacrifice. On their quiet journey on the way Isaac noticed that his father had 

neglected to bring with him an animal for that sacrifice and called his attention to it. When put to 

the question, his father could not bring himself to tell the boy that he was to be that sacrifice, but 

said, "God will provide a lamb". Upon arriving at the site, Isaac became aware of the awful truth 

that his father had been told by God that he must offer up his only son upon that altar. What a 

picture of God's only Son that was to be offered upon the cross! So Abraham tied his dearly 

beloved son on the altar, took up the knife, and was ready to plunge it into the heart of Isaac. At 

that very last moment God called to Abraham to put the knife down. Abraham's faith-test was 

now complete. God showed him a ram caught in a thicket to be sacrificed instead of his son. 

Truly, "God did provide!" Do you see the complete picture story now, children? In that same 

way, God our Father provided a sacrifice in our stead too. The faith of Abraham was tested but 

notice that Isaac's faith was also tested. He meekly submitted to God's orders.  



JACOB'S birth was more spectacular. Before he was born his mother, Rebecca, realizing 

that her pregnancy was different than usual because the coming twins "struggled within her," 

asked of God the meaning of this disturbance. God told her that the coming twins were to be the 

fathers of two nations who would always be at odds with one another.  At that time God also told 

them that the younger (by a few minutes) would rule over the elder, and the most important part 

of the promise was that Jacob would be the covenant child to carry on the worship of the One 

Only True God.  

MOSES' birth story is unique. At his very birth his life was threatened. It was at the time 

when the people of Israel were captive in the land of Egypt. Their birthrate was higher than that 

of the Egyptians and the king was afraid that his own people would be overcome by the 

Israelites, that he plotted to thwart that calamity. He ordered that all the boy babies of the 

Israelites had to be thrown in the Nile river to be drowned. Moses' mother was determined to 

save her baby from such cruel death. His mother was a woman of great faith who looked for the 

redemption of Israel. She thought that her child should become such a deliverer. But you know 

the story - how she made a watertight basket, placed him therein, put it in the water concealed by 

bullrushes, how he was rescued and brought to the castle to be taught in the best schools and 

university of Egypt. Under God's providence Moses' life was so ordered that he was able to lead 

God's people out of Egypt; now he could write the first five books of the Bible. But you know 

the whole story and have learned that the extraordinary events surrounding his birth led to the 

preparation for the work determined for him.  

SAMUEL'S birth was a direct promise of God to his sad mother who could have no 

children. She fasted and prayed that she might have a son, and if so she would dedicate that son 

to the service of Jehovah all his life. God answered her prayer, and when the baby was old 

enough she weaned him and brought him to the temple for Eli and his wife to care for him. This 

pious couple gave him a Godfearing upbringing, teaching him the temple service, and a godly 

walk. While he was still a little boy God spoke to him audibly. During the night God called him 

by name. Samuel thought it was Eli calling him, but when this happened three times, Eli realized 

that it must be God who was calling the lad. Eli said that if he heard the voice again, Samuel was 

to say, "Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth." That was the beginning of many conversations 

Samuel had with God. In that direct way God qualified him to be a prophet of great renown. 

Because of his close walk with God he became the chief authority of the land.  

All the children we have been talking about were born before there was a Bible. and their 

parents were limited to the Word of God handed down from father to son and mother to 

daughter. So you boys and girls are much better equipped to walk with God. Your parents have 

the New Testament which begins with the Christmas story, the beginning of the fulfillment of all 

the Old Testament. It tells of the birth of the most important Boy that was ever born - our Lord 

Jesus Christ. His miracles testified of His deity and his death and resurrection tell you that your 

sins have been blotted out. And best of all, your parents can tell you of His Second Coming at 

the last day to take us up to heaven with all the rest of the saints.  What a privilege you have 

above all those other children we have been considering! Ofcourse we cannot imagine the 

boyhood of Jesus because we have never seen a sinless child. But you can imagine that He never 

had temper tantrum, never talked back to his parents; never disobeyed the household rules. You 

cannot imitate that perfect behavior, either, but you can see that when you behave sinfully 



against your parents you can see it for what it is: sin. Then you go to them and ask their 

forgiveness because you have already asked God's forgiveness. Are your nighttime prayers 

evidence of this? If you can say, yes to that then you may know that He has adopted you as sons 

and daughters! Oh, I am so glad that you are my grandchildren! 

 Love, Gramps.  
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