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My dear youthful fellow-Christians: Covenant Christian High,  

My subject this morning is really taken from the Bible. I do not intend to preach a sermon 

to you in the formal sense. That I leave to the pulpits in our churches. I am called to give you a 

chapel "talk". Luther and others gave their famous "table talks". But all these talks were 

somehow basically expositions of the Scriptures, and exposition in such a form that they related 

to the life of those who sat at meat with Luther.  

Well, dear young people, I am going to join you and sit with you around the Word and 

feast a bit with you. The Word of God must be eaten and digested by us, shall it be strength for 

our souls. Sometimes the Word which we are to eat is bitter in our mouth, yet it is sweet to our 

stomach, and it is health to our bones.  

I will read a verse or two from I John 2:13, 14. This passage is very beautiful in content. 

It speaks some tremendous truth concerning all God's "little children". And these words tell us 

that these words are very special for a very special group of "young men". They are not meant 

for the ears and hearts of the young men of the world, the sons of Belial. but they are for 

Covenant boys and girls. who have been separated from the world by faith in Jesus Christ; they 

have been given the sign and seal of the righteousness which is by faith. In a word, they wear the 

uniform of God in the midst of the world, as they are called to battle against Satan and all who 

are his fallen the deceiver of the whole world!  

In verses 12-14 of I John 2 there is a distinction made between the "little children", the 

"fathers" and the "young men". Now one cannot really properly speak of any of these three 

without noticing carefully the meaning of each one. For we ought to observe that the term 

translated "little children" does not merely refer to little children in the literal sense of the term, 

little boys and girls. The reason is that John, the apostle often uses this term as referring to the 

entire body of believers as they are born out of God, and, therefore, have the right to be called 

the children of God. All have a right to exclaim "behold the manner of the love of God upon us 

that we should be called the children of God". And they may confidently add: Therefore the 

world does not know us because it knew not God (I John 3:1, 2).  

All the saved are children of God, little children, young and old men and women, boys 

and girls, maidens and young lads.  

Not all are "fathers" however. Although, strictly speaking, the term is not restricted to the 

very old men and women, but also includes younger fathers and mothers, nevertheless it does 

refer to the more matured in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. These are they, who have 

come to "know" the Christ not merely as the Man Jesus Christ, but they have become anchored 

in the rock-bottomness of the truth that Jesus is the Son of God, the One whose going forth is 

from eternity. They have learned to men and angels! For this Evil One is know the Christ as the 

One, Who is the Word of life, and Who is the Word of life manifested in the flesh. These are 

they who stand against the lie of Satan that Jesus is a mere man, and they have the unction of the 

Holy One. the Spirit of truth that leads into all truth, and who writes this confession down in the 

Creeds of the Church of the ages. Yes, these two are ever the "little children", whose sins are 



forgiven them for Christ's name's sake! And in this knowledge of the One from the beginning 

they rest upon the Rock of ages, Christ crucified, dead, buried and risen and glorified!  

But where do you come in, young people?  

You are the "young men", who have had the victory over the Evil One. Now this 

Scripture passage does not merely say that you should strive to have the victory over the Evil 

One. No, the text most emphatically says that you have really come to the completed state and 

condition where you are victorious up to the present moment. You live and act and strive as 

victorious ones. Think of that, will you? Says John, "I write you "young men" because ye have 

been victorious up to the present moment. Besides, the Scripture here is so emphatic about it that 

it writes this twice, and repeats it in such a way that the second time it is stated even a bit more 

strongly! And, we may observe here, young people, that such here is the holy pedagogy of the 

Holy Spirit of God. When we read here not merely "I write" but also read "I wrote" or "have 

written", the thought is that John tells us, in the second member, why he wrote the first member 

here of this text. He could write to these "young men" as he did, because of the great and 

wonderful fact of the accomplished work of God's grace and Spirit for them and in them and 

through them!  

What a foe over which to have the victory. This foe is named here the "Evil One". The 

Bible gives many, many names to Satan the fallen angel, who lifted up himself in pride against 

God: he did this as the father of the lie, he is called the Old Serpent. the Dragon. the Destroyer, 

the Prince of this world, Satan: the Opponent of God and of God's people and of the Holy angels, 

the "Devil" who is the slanderer, the accuser of the brethren in God's court throughout the entire 

Old Testament dispensation. Perhaps it is all summed up in the name which is given to him in 

our text: the Evil One! He is thoroughly evil, morally, spiritually perverse. He is totally evil, 

hurtful, malicious, bad. With him we have the battle as the "little children" whose sins have been 

forgiven us for Christ's sake. This Christ has stripped the Evil One of all this right to rule over us, 

to accuse us before God's throne. We have our advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the 

righteous one! And so the battle was at Calvary! Here, God Who is light, and in whom there is 

no darkness at all, and he! who is utter darkness, met, when God has His Son hang on the 

accursed tree. And there, angels, principalities, and Satan himself, the prince of devils, was 

stripped and made an open shame. Here Satan's last words were uttered. He departed this time 

never to return to attack or tempt the Christ! It is finished!  

Yes, we have the victory! Our sins have been forgiven in the blood. Also the sins of 

young people, boys and girls, have been washed away. The original sin and guilt in Adam in 

which you are born as well as the sins which you now confess. 0, the multitude of the sins also of 

young people. These are sins of youth. How well we know them, do we not? They are youthful 

lusts, adultery, fornication, covetousness, hatred, jealousy, backbiting, lying, cheating, 

disobedience to parents. And over these, which are in their inner nature evil, and reveal the 

origin of the Evil one, we have the victory. We have the victory on bended knee at the foot of the 

Cross. No other place is there victory. A trying to make amends in a moralistic way is of no 

avail. It gives no victory. Yes, John writes us about God being light and that there is no darkness 

in Him, in order that we might not sin. We must heed the message from God in Christ. And if we 

do in weakness fall into sin we must not doubt, nor continue in sin, since we have God's 

everlasting covenant of grace and mercy in Jesus Christ!  



Yes, there is in this victory exhibited the strength of a young man, or young woman.  

Now we know from the Bible that the glory, the beauty and adornment of a young man is 

his strength (Prov. 16:31). We do know that old men have a beauty too. It is their hoary head. 

And the young in the church shall rise up for the hoary head. And when a young man is strong it 

is ever connected in the Bible with spiritual strength and vigor. 0, the mental and spiritual 

strength of a young man. We sometimes say rather proudly of a great strong young man: he does 

not know his own strength. And such men are to quit themselves like men in the battle. They are 

not to act like little infants, or senile old men and women. Quit you like men, be strong, let all 

things be done in love! And be strong and wax valiant in the fight against sin and unbelief. Fight 

the good fight within the one who strengthens you, Christ. He is the Victor and he gives us the 

victory, so that we are more than conquerors. We say when we are very strong: thanks be to God 

Who grants us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is a vigor in young men in the spiritual battle too. This is true of the young men 

and women of fourteen years old and upward. It is the time when the surging strength of youth 

calls for satisfaction. It wants to know the answers to the questions of life and death. It is the 

time of impatience, and when brought under grace it is the time of holy impatience to stand in 

the forefront of the battle. And ever more the questions are forceful in mind and conscience: how 

am I victorious over evil, sin, corruption, lusts, jealousy and strife in an evil world, where no one 

doeth any good, no not one, where no one seeks after God, where all have gone backward from 

Him, in a world where we have war and blood-shed, murder and violence in the world. Where 

feet are swift to shed blood and where the way of peace is not known. 

Yes, here we are told that we are valiant in the battle, and that in our very battling we 

have overcome the Evil One! Here we learn that we are not strong simply because we are young 

men, but we are in our flesh so weak that we cannot stand a moment. We see this weakness 

exemplified in the graphic account given us in Proverbs 7:7 ff. ". . .And I beheld among the 

simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding, passing through 

the street. . .in the twilight in the evening in the black and dark of night. . . He goeth after the 

woman with the attire of an harlot and a subtle heart. . .he goeth after her straightway as an ox to 

the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks, till a dart strike through his liver. . .and 

knoweth not that it is for his life. . . ."  

But when this young man is strong in the Lord, he will return to the Father, and say: I am 

not worthy to be called thy son. And the Father meets him, kisses him in the propitiation which 

Christ is for us. And then this young man and young woman will turn unto the Lord, and pray, 

"Lead me not into temptation, since I am so weak in myself, and whereas my mortal foes, flesh, 

world and Satan do not cease to assault me, grant that through the power of the Holy Spirit I may 

be strong, and overcome the Evil One, now by faith and afterwards in eternal glory.” 

The Bible writes us for our profit. It gives us the motivation of the strength of the 

forgiveness of sins, leads us on through our struggles as young men to make us valiant in the 

battle of faith, and then to stand and say: I know in whom I have believed. I have believed in 

Jesus, who is my propitiation with God, who is my advocate with the Father, who prays for me, 

that my faith fail not, when Satan would have me to be sifted as the wheat.  

Yes, we may claim this word: I write you young men, because ye are strong and have 

overcome the evil one, in the forgiveness of sins and a walk in newness of life.  



It is a wonderful pedagogy of God in the great mystery of faith that we are never told to 

become what we are not. The Bible is never humanistically Pelagian and Arminian in its 

addressing the church of God. Grace is forever grace! The Bible always addresses us to be what 

we are. If ye live by the Spirit then walk by the Spirit. You are victorious ones. Such ye are 

before God and man, devils and angels. Ye are God's new creation; that is all that avails. And so 

we are told not to walk in sin. Not that none sin. We all have. If we say that we have not sin, we 

lie and make God, who is light, a liar. But we are told to walk in sanctification, and walk as those 

who are in the light as God is light, and then have fellowship with the Father and with the Son. 

But when we do sin, which we really cannot willfully and gladly do, because God's Seed remains 

in us, then we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous one.  

He is our representative "lawyer" with God. He never loses his case in the court of God. 

Satan can no longer appear there to plead against us! to bring an official accusation against us. 

Christ's righteousness stands forever. It is the Rock. And when the storms of life strike us, then 

the storms drive us to the only Rock in the midst of the seas, a shelter in the time of storm. We 

have the anchor, safe and strong in the holy place, where Jesus has entered as our high priest.  

I wrote you young men, because ye are strong. This is the "word of God, which abides in 

you. God has put that Word in your hearts, and blessed are ye when ye keep it, and use it as the 

sword of the Spirit, to slay the enemy as with a two-edged sword. And then in faith as a shield 

quench all the fiery darts of the Evil One.  

 

Ye are strong in the Lord. 

Ye are more than conquerors 

through him who has loved us. 

God bless you, young people. 
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