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 The fifth of the ten commandments enjoins, “Honor thy father and they mother that thy 

days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.”  (Ex. 20:12).  The first five 

of these commandments follow the line of God’s unity, God’s spirituality, God’s holiness, God’s 

rest, and God’s authority.  That last, to this modern world is a stickler.  Authority is not a popular 

note, and, among the heedless, never struck.  The so-called Now Generation never gives it a 

thought, any more than it does the past, which it deems worthless because it is dead and gone.  

The future has no hope, being totally unreal and abstract.  The present is all that matters.  

Therefore they want everything now.  At the least, they want instant food stamps and welfare; 

but ordinarily they want to begin married life in a completely furnished house and a job starting 

at the top.  No wonder such humans do not care to hear the law of God!  The fifth commandment 

requires facing the past (father and mother) in a covenant-rooted past.  It faces us into present 

reality – honor them, a durative imperative present tense – keep honoring them.  It points us to 

the future in referring to the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.  But the main principle of 

the whole law which this commandment upholds is that of authority.  God’s authority.  This 

divine authority is so sovereign that it can never be hindered, not even where anarchy occurs.  

For nothing occurs but by the rule of Jehovah’s authority (Job 2:10; Eph. 1:11).  What this law 

requires of me is “to submit myself to all in authority over me.”  Therefore, we now look at The 

Fifth Commandment as it demands respect of authority, from the point of view of,  I.  It’s 

Authority,   II. It’s Flouting,  and III. It’s Promise. 

 So what we have to do with here is the principle of authority.  This is rooted in the 

sovereign Lord, who is Lord of all.  He authorizes all righteous legislation, all liberty, peace, and 

order.  He is the sovereign source of all rule and right to rule!  He is the Most High God, Ruler of 

heaven and earth, the Judge of all the earth.  God is that; not man!  God only has omnipotence, 

the power to execute whatever he decrees.  God only has authority, the right to enact His decrees.  

His might does make right!  His word is law.  His authority is holy, just, and good.  God (and 

this goes for Christ in His divine nature) possesses all authority.  To Christ, as God in the flesh, 

was all authority given.  It was rightly and legally delegated to Him.  With this divine authority 

He rules over all impersonal, inanimate creation, which has no will of its own.  He rules over all 

personal beings, good and bad, with or without their will.  He rules over all sin, evil, and wicked 

men against their will.  He exercises His will, in spite of their will, or through their will.   He said 

“All authority in heaven and in earth is given unto Me.”  The authority of government is His.  He 

is the Ruler of the kings of the earth (Rev. 1:5).  So that the heads of government, presidents, 

governors, and mayors rule under the power of the Lord Jesus Christ.  All political powers 

receive their authority from Christ whom God has given authority to be the Head over all things 

for the sake of the church.  They are all answerable to Christ for the manner in which they 

govern and serve out their tenure.  Christ the Lord will judge these national powers in the day of 

God according to the statues of His law.  The kingdoms of the world form the kingdoms of our 

Lord Who reigns for ever and ever.  (Rev. 11:15). 



 God has delegated a subordinate authority to the officers of state.  With this authority 

they have the right to rule.  Magistrates and police are in a position of authority for the 

punishment of evil-doers and the protection of the law-abiding.  In the church, authority is vested 

in the office bearers.  In the Christian schools, the teachers have authority; in families, the 

parents.  These all, with delegated authority, standing as they do in the office of believer, 

represent God.  Therefore, to obey them that have the rule over us is to obey God and to defy 

them is to defy God. 

 The foundation of this God-ordained authority is the family.  The family is the child’s 

first environment.  The child does not need a different environment.  A different environment for 

the child would be disastrous.  The family is for the child what the waters are for the fish and 

atmosphere for the birds.  The family is the child’s first school where its most basic and 

fundamental education in the knowledge of God, creation, and life are begun.  The family is the 

child’s first church where it learns to worship the Lord and experience His salvation.  The family 

is the child’s first community in which it learns the elements of law and order and obeys the 

powers that be – father and mother.  The family is the child’s first vocation center where it learns 

to work and to progress in bearing the weight of responsibility. 

 “Honor thy father and mother.”  God’s Word is directed to children with the New 

Testament making appeal to them in, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord; for this is right.  

Honor thy father and mother, which is the first commandment with promise – that it may be well 

with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.” (Eph. 6: 1-2).  Children are lacking in 

experience and in judgment, and so must be taught to obey their parents instantly and without 

question.  Occasionally, an explanation and reason for the demanded obedience may be given at 

the time a commandment is issued.  But usually, there will be no time, nor opportunity, to give 

reasons for obedience.  So children must learn the habit of unquestioned obedience.  Their life 

may depend upon it. 

 Modern Red-socialist oriented public school teachers in my “hometown” taught pupils 

that faithful obedience to parents is detrimental to their mental development.  They were taught, 

therefore, not to listen to their parents, but to break with their authority.  They were told that 

education must be free, that is anarchistic, free even of teachers, everyone doing what is right in 

his own eyes.  As a result of this educational philosophy, society is plagued with infantilism, a 

cry-baby philosophy according to which people grow up physically, but with a childish 

disposition, having the mentality of the soap-opera star to cry, scream, and rage when they are 

not instantly gratified. 

 This commandment is flouted when God’s ways are mocked and scorned, which is what 

happens when a child is not brought up in the principles of this law.  The child then assumes a 

self-importance, living by the criteria of self.  Permissive parents then raise a juvenile tyrant.  

Permissively trained children do not want to be catechized, they would catechize their elders.  

Such children are headed for crime, promiscuity, illegitimacy, abortions, divorce, and broken 

homes of their own. 

 The flouting of this commandment erodes the family.  Lawlessness and anarchy prevail 

in the home.  Everybody eats at a different time.  Each grabs what he wants from the “frig”, then 

goes and sits before the TV to eat.  Each is interested only in doing his own thing.  The music 

and art of this generation produce no skill, beauty, or harmony, only a spontaneous and 



unconscious piece of expressionism lacking in form and reason.  In religion entertainment 

replaces doctrine and preaching.  Where the principle of authority is repudiated there is the 

extinction of family society and the rise of the pervert society, as in Sodom and Gomorrah.  Then 

we have perverts in government, on the police force, and in the teaching profession.  This leaves 

the family unprotected and nobody safe! 

 Failure in regard to this fifth commandment, in many places, results in a matriarchal 

society.  Where men have mainly but two interests in life, food and gratification of their lusts, 

they care nothing for law and order, for regular employment or for any responsible office in 

society.  These matters are left to the women.  Men have abandoned their masculinity to become 

effeminate.  They abandon their bastard children to their unwed mothers, who in turn, leave them 

to their grandmothers.  In such a decayed society, women do not rule.  They are too 

overburdened with double responsibility, a mother’s and a breadwinners, and with a double 

battle against the wolf at the door and the anarchist running loose. 

 The duty this command requires if not only that of inferiors to superiors, but of superiors 

(parents) to inferiors (children).  The authority of this law imposed on husband and wife requires 

them to have children, then to teach them obedience to authority.  But parental authority does not 

make the rulers of the home lords of life and death with power to abort life.  No one has the 

authority to commit murder.  So parents are required to honor and respect the life of their 

children.  They may not kill their babies with impunity, for abortion -murder is sin against the 

fifth and sixth commandments at the peril of a double death penalty. 

 The promise attached to this commandment is “that thy days may be long upon the land 

which the Lord thy God giveth thee.”  This could not be, as some take it, a promise to nations.  A 

number of Bible commentators hold this.  But it just does not work out in history.  Some say that 

the nation of Israel lasted about 1,500 years.  Others say Israel’s history was much less.  The 

Roman Empire continued for about 1,000 years.  The kingdom of Babylon lasted for only 88 

years.  Western civilization has a history of 2,400 years.  The Chinese go back as far as 3,000 

years ago.  This promise would then favor the heathen Chinese and the humanistic Western 

civilization.  But the promise is not national; it is not “the land which the Lord your God giveth 

you.”  It is more on a personal basis, “which the Lord thy God giveth thee.’  Yet the promise is 

indeed, to Israel, but not to Israel according to the flesh.  It is to the spiritual Israel, the Israel of 

God, the elect church of the ages.  To that redeemed Israel God had promised “the land which 

the Lord thy God giveth thee!”  To them He said, “It is given to you to know the mysteries of the 

kingdom of heaven, but to them that are without, it is not given” (Mt 13:11, Mk 4:11).  To them 

He said, “Fear not, little flock, it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Lk 

12:32.  But to the rulers of carnal Israel He had said, “The kingdom of God shall be taken from 

you and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof” (Mt 21:43).  To His disciples He said, 

“The meek shall inherit the earth.”  So the promise is given, not to everybody, but to His own 

people.  Nor is this promise of the fifth commandment (as five Bible commentators have it) one 

of a long earthly life and material prosperity.  For then it would only extremely rarely be fulfilled 

as good children do not always live long, and bad children rarely die young.  The obedient do die 

young, and the disobedient do live long.  What then?  Is this, perhaps, a promise to “men in 

general”?  No, that is not satisfactory, either: for the phrase, “men in general” has no clear, 

definite meaning.  The promise is to mankind, to elect mankind.  They are promised the land. 



 What land is this?  God had promised Abraham and his seed the world (Rom 4:13), not 

this world but the world to come, that better heavenly country (Heb. 11:16), the New Heaven and 

Earth.  The earthly Canaan was only a type of the promised heavenly Canaan, and in that earthly 

Canaan they “confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims in the earth” (11:13).  Therefore, 

the land promised them is strictly in the new creation.  That is the way the patriarchal fathers 

understood the promise, too.  Strangers and pilgrims we are with them here in this world.  There, 

in the world to come we shall be at home.  They thy days shall be long.  How long?  As long as 

possible – forever!  Therefore, this is the promise of eternal life in the New Jerusalem, or, as 

some hymns have it, in Emmanuel’s Land, in the land of fadeless day.  In the city foursquare, in 

Zion the beautiful city of God, in Jerusalem the golden, in Beulah Land.  So this promise is 

fulfilled in the kingdom of glory, in the glorified heaven and earth.  That is where thy days shall 

be long on the earth.  This promise then directs our eye by faith to the New Heaven and the New 

Earth where righteousness dwells, where righteousness is at home! 

 Christ Himself was subject to this fifth commandment law, and therefore, subject to His 

parents whom He honored with His love and obedience; so the promise is also to Him that His 

days shall be long on the earth.  For it is written of Him as Messiah, “the King..” asked life of 

Thee, and Thou gavest it Him, even length of days forever and ever” (Ps 21:4).  Therefore, He 

has the right to make the claim, and that in truth, “I am the First and the Last.  He that liveth, and 

became dead and behold, I am alive forevermore, Amen” (Rev 1:17b-18, Gk).  On the Cross, He 

honored His heavenly Father and His earthly mother.  “When Jesus, therefore, saw his mother 

and the disciple standing by whom He loved, He saith unto His mother, “Woman, behold they 

son!”  Then saith He to the disciple, “Behold, they mother!”  In this way He provided for the 

future care of His mother.  He was always subject to the authority of the Father.  He prayed to 

Him, Not My will, but Thine be done.  Thus in the Cross is the law of God fulfilled; and only the 

Christ of the Cross, who kept the law for us, can give us grace to keep this law!  Amen 
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