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We in the Protestant Reformed Church know a lot about our God. In the areas of 

theology, we have not only maintained the Reformed Creeds of our fathers, but we have worked 

hard to further develop this faith, i.e., the doctrine of the covenant. You should almost think that 

we have "arrived".  

But have we?  

Is knowing a lot about God enough? Is maintaining and developing doctrine enough? In 

other words, can knowledge save and preserve us?  

Young people, for us to be preserved, we must not only know, but we must be committed 

to our Lord Jesus Christ. We must believe, professing His name with our tongue and in our 

actions. We must give our all!  

What does it mean to believe? I know for sure that it is more than the knowledge of God, 

for even the devils "believe" and tremble. (James 2:19-20) 

 It must be of the heart. When an unbeliever sins, he knows that he has sinned. He even 

might feel grief, because of the consequences of that sin. When a believer sins or sees sin in a 

brother he feels much more. He agonizes over the sin itself, becomes broken hearted and seeks 

forgiveness. How else could he feel? What else could he do? For he has just crucified his Lord. 

How ugly sin is!  

Believing also means that we consciously recognize and accept His counsel and will for 

us. This is also part of our daily struggle.  

If we work at this, we see ourselves as friends (lovers) of Jesus and servants to our 

brethren. We seek friends who seek to deny themselves as we would, so that together we might 

be strengthened and God might have the glory.  

Are you, Young People, Lovers of Christ?  

I have heard it said that many of you are no longer virgins; that you watch, absorb and 

enjoy the programs on T.V. (which in most cases is no more than reveling in adultery, murder 

and other sins); that you take pleasure in the music you listen to, mostly rock and roll; that you 

escape your responsibilities with the use of alcohol and/or other drugs; etc: and that if you don't 

do these sins, then you wish you could.  

What does this mean? Where are you going as young people, as the church of God? 

Thoughtlessly, I would state, "All these things (individual sins) are going to take you straight to 

Hell." On further examination I think, no. If this were true then we would all be there right now.  

Yet I am still disturbed. Is it the fact that these sins (any sin) are so commonplace? That 

you (we) appear so hard to these sins? Or is it that you (we) just don't seem to care?  

You see if you are committed to Jesus, then you wouldn't want to do these things. You 

would be the same sinner, but broken hearted and sorry.  

The fruits of this broken heartedness would be that you would pray for the grace to put 

away these sins in yourself and to encourage the brother to do the same.  

Are you sorrowing for your sins? 

Do you seek friends who admonish you?  



Are you a Protestant Reformed individual or are you a committed Christian who belongs 

to the Protestant Reformed Church?  

Are you willing to kill yourself, yes, your own human nature for Christ's sake?  

The Lord says in I Peter 1, "Be ye Holy as I am Holy."  

Young people, you and I, we all must meditate on the things of the Kingdom; believing 

and walking in the faith which we profess. 
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