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“Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did 

send me before you to preserve life.”  Genesis 45:5 

 

“And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by 

a great deliverance.” Genesis 45:7 

 

As we continue to hear the Word of God on the life of Joseph we ought to ponder the old 

truth that “It is man that proposes but it is God that disposes.” Acting with wisdom and power, 

God demonstrates to us most clearly in the life of Joseph that without destroying or ignoring the 

will of man He carries His great and marvelous purpose through to completion. No life evidences 

more clearly than does Joseph’s life that “all things work together for good to them that love God 

who are the called according to His purpose.” If we continue to bear in mind that Joseph’s 

struggles and suffering are a picture of what every faithful child of God must undergo, then we 

shall be instructed by these lessons from Genesis, but more, we shall be comforted as well. 

We would remind you at this point that the life of Joseph was a life divinely designed to be a 

type of Christ. The details, experiences, and utterances of Joseph’s life in many cases reflect the 

same in the Life of Jesus. We have seen Joseph as the beloved son, the hated brother, the 

slandered alien, and the prophetic captive. In each case we found striking fulfillment in the life of 

Jesus, the Son of God, Who came unto His own and they received Him not, Who was slandered 

by Jews and Gentiles alike, and Who proclaimed liberty to the captives and the opening of the 

prison to them that are bound. We must have an eye for this once again as we look into the 

events recorded in Genesis 45. May our faith be as Joseph’s faith, a mighty, indestructible, 

glorious power that leads us on to a quiet walk of trust in God, no matter what betides. 

Last time we found Joseph in prison, interpreting dreams for the butler and baker of Pharoah. 

Now we find him in his exalted position in the court of Pharoah, and we want to look at him in 

that position especially as he comes into contact with his brothers who have come to buy food. 

How did Joseph come to such a high station in life? What has happened to him since we saw him 

in charge of the prison? Two years have passed since the incident with the butler and baker. At 

this time Pharoah himself has two dreams in one night, the well-known dreams of the fat and 

lean cows, and the good and bad ears of corn. (Confer Genesis 41.) After the wisemen and 

magicians of the court had shown themselves incompetent to interpret the dreams, the butler 

comes to his senses and says to Pharoah, “I do remember my faults this day.” And he recounts 

his being in jail with the chief baker, their dreams, and Joseph’s interpretation of them. “And it 

came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was: me he restored unto mine office, and him he 

hanged.” 

After Joseph is summoned from the dungeon and Pharoah relates the dreams to him, God, to 

Whom all interpretations belong, once again gives to His servant-prophet the power to reveal His 

perfect will to Pharoah. In the dreams, which are identical in meaning, God shows that He is 

about to send seven years of prosperity and abundance upon the land, after which there will 

follow seven years of famine; so severe, in fact, that the abundance of former years will be 

consumed and completely forgotten. And there are two dreams, says Joseph, because the thing is 

established by God and God will shortly bring it to pass. 

Then Joseph goes beyond the meaning of the dream. Still speaking as the prophet of God, he 



advises the king to seek out a man who is wise and discreet, to set this man over all the land of 

Egypt, and have him see to it that twenty percent of the abundance each year is laid away for use 

during the famine. Pharoah pondered the advise briefly, it seemed good to him, and he 

immediately appoints Joseph to this high position. The young Israelite receives the king’s own 

ring, a golden chain about his neck, linen clothing, and the right to ride in the king’s second 

chariot, to which the people bowed the knee! He is the second most powerful man in all the 

kingdom! 

As the prosperous years roll by, Joseph shows himself a very competent overseer. Under his 

administration, “corn is gathered as the sand of the sea, very much, until they left numbering, for 

it was without number.” Then came the seven years of famine. It was widespread and severe, 

touching all the surrounding countries, so that many came to Egypt to buy corn. Among those 

multitudes, in the second year of the famine, were the brothers of Joseph. When they come to 

stand before Joseph, he recognizes them immediately, although they do not know who he is. 

“And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them.” What an impressive scene! 

The mighty ruler Joseph, second in all the land; before him, ten men with empty sacks and empty 

hands. Doesn’t it seem as if the tables are turned? What will Joseph do? Will he pay back in 

kind, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, for all the evil treatment he had received? Will he 

begin to recite his dreams, and say, “Didn’t I tell you?’’ Or, will he practice those lessons his 

father had taught the family at home, the spiritual law expressed in I Peter 3:9, “Render to no one 

evil for evil, or railing for railing; but contrariwise blessing, knowing that ye are hereunto called 

that ye should inherit a blessing.’’ Do you know that lesson, and do you practice that in your 

life? Since vengeance belongeth unto the Lord, we are not to strike back at people when they 

look at us the wrong way, say something unkind, or treat us evilly. Rather, we are to answer with 

the soft answer that turns away wrath! That will usually bring an end to the fracas, and prevent 

things from blowing up. That was true of Joseph, wasn’t it! He always had a higher purpose in 

mind than his own selfish, little purpose. In all his dealings with his brethren, he showed himself 

to be a real prince; a prince of peace and a prince of life! 

In Genesis 42:25-26, we may read of the care that Joseph showed his brothers, and this was a 

natural kind of care, first of all. They departed with their beasts of burden laded with corn and 

other provisions. He did not have to help these Hebrews, and he certainly did not have to give 

them food, restoring their monty unto them. But Joseph is the divinely appointed means through 

which Jacob-Israel will receive their necessary portion. God had sent him to Egypt beforehand 

with the purpose of preserving this precious posterity. The power of life and death is in Joseph’s 

hands, and as the prince of life he provides for his brethren. 

But there is more. Joseph’s actions reveal that he understands a deep principle that was 

spelled out by Moses, and later by Jesus, that “Man shall not live by bread alone.’’ The young 

man understood that his brothers had a deep need that earthly corn and bread could not touch. In 

times past they had been wicked, cruel men and as such they could not represent that posterity 

which the Lord would preserve for His own glory and praise. There was a famine in their souls, 

because things-were not right between God and themselves nor between their neighbor and 

themselves. And if this matter was not put right, they would die! For this reason, before Joseph 

reveals himself to them, he knows he must bring them to understand that true life consists not in 

food, raiment, or possessions, but in the proper worship of God, in confession of His sovereignty 

and goodness, in obedience to His will, and in the acknowledgement that He must be thanked in 

all things. 

The fact that his brothers were carnal, unspiritual men bothered Joseph very much; that 



would bother us also wouldn’t it, if we had family members who showed no spiritual life? He 

understood, however, that he could not change his brothers' hearts, but he did put into operation a 

plan to try them in order to determine whether there had been any change in the past several 

years. This plan originated not in Joseph’s heart, but it came from God Who had raised up 

Joseph to this high position for this very purpose! What stands out, therefore, in this dramatic 

history is that Joseph’s pre-eminence does not reveal itself in lording it over others, but in 

seeking the welfare of others and serving others! How we need to learn this lesson! God puts us 

in various positions and offices in His church and kingdom. He does that, graciously, in order 

that we may be servants there. But often times we make of those offices and positions 

opportunities to serve ourselves! Not Joseph! He functions humbly and willingly in God’s plan 

to preserve a spiritual posterity. And in this sense, too, Joseph is the prince of life! 

So the young ruler sets himself to the prodigious task of proving their spiritual character. In 

Genesis 41-44 we see that this test consists of four important steps: 1.) First, the test of their 

attitude; was it proud and haughty or could they be reasoned with? 2.) The test of their integrity; 

did they really have a brother at home? 3.) The test of their covetousness and jealousy; would 

they object to Benjamin’s greater portion? 4.) The test of their love for Jacob. From the history 

of these chapters we learn that a tremendous change had taken place in these brothers! Very 

plainly they were sorry for what they had done in respect to their father and Joseph. They had 

been living shallow, carnal lives apart from God, but now with new hearts they began to enjoy 

life with God in the way of His commandments. But since life with God can be enjoyed only in 

the way of repentance, conversion, and sanctification, God raised up Joseph as the prince of life 

to bring his brethren to the consciousness of these things! Through him God gave corn, but also 

through him God gives life! 

In all this history, Joseph is a very beautiful picture of the Prince of Life Whom God raised 

up in the fulness of time. We read in Acts 3:15 that Jesus is “the Prince of Life Whom God hath 

raised from the dead.’’ Jesus is the Prince of Life in the natural sense in that God rules through 

Him so that all things (prosperity and famine, health and sickness) come to pass by the hand of 

Jesus. But He is the Prince of Life especially in that “God hath exalted Him with His right hand 

to be a Prince and Savior, for to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.’’ (Acts 5:31) 

He is the Good Shepherd Who gives His life that the true Israel of God, the precious posterity of 

God, might have life by a great deliverance! That great deliverance is the salvation of our souls 

through the terrible suffering and death of the cross. With wicked hands He was nailed to that 

cross, that He might become the exalted Prince of Life! 

As such, He knows how to deliver His people. He gives life through amazing regeneration, 

He maintains us through the means of grace, and He leads us onward in such a way that we 

reveal that life unto the glory of God at the appearing of Jesus. As in O.T. times, the people of 

God sometimes show themselves to be selfish, covetous, worldly minded, and altogether 

unworthy. Then the Prince of Life, in great love for His own, sends the hardships and the 

judgments that will bring us to our senses and to our knees, quickening in us a spiritual attitude, 

and leading us into the enjoyment of His salvation. 
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