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And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, He hath 

reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. —Jude 6. 

 

With no article before angels, a contrast is formed between “having saved people” (v. 5) and 

“angels, too, those not having kept the first place belonging to themselves.” The text goes on, 

“but having deserted their own dwelling place, He has kept for a great day’s judgment in 

everlasting bonds under darkness” (v. 13, blackness). 

Here we have Jude’s second instance of apostasy from the faith, that of the fallen angels. The 

difference between these two instances lies in the fact that as for the company of mankind, all 

fell into sin and death, God having ordained that Fall only after having first predestinated out of 

the unfallen lump of mankind a church chosen to everlasting life, the vessels of mercy, and 

ordained the rest to condemnation, the vessels of wrath; and, as for the company of angels, He 

has sovereignly ordained some as elect, confirmed in holiness, and the rest to fall irrecoverably. 

The verse before us calls attention to two things: (1) the sin of the angels, and (2) the punishment 

for their sin. Their punishment was both proximate and ultimate. Immediately they had to leave 

their own habitation. Now they are presently kept in everlasting chains under darkness. 

Ultimately, their final judgment will occur at the last Great Day. 

We consider first that “angels, too, having kept not the first place belonging to themselves...” 

Their first estate, first place, could be translated “their principality,” or “their origin.” The great 

excellency and dignity of angels is expressed by Paul: they are called “thrones, dominions, 

principalities and powers” (Col. 1:16). The fallen angels, demons, in their Satanic power and 

wicked subtilty are still called principalities and powers which we Christians must wrestle 

against (Eph. 6:12). If we translate it “their origin” or, as in the Authorized Version, “their first 

estate,” then more forcefully underscored is the misery of their fall from their original righteous-

ness, holiness and truth. (Mk. 8:38; Jn. 8:44). 

The angels’ first estate was a happy one. Our happiness is expressed by the condition of the 

angels: “They are as the angels of God in heaven” (Matt. 22:30). The manna was called 

“angels’ food” (Ps. 78:25), which means for Israel’s necessary food there could be no better. The 

“tongue of angels” (I Cor. 13:1) means a language of the most beautiful sound and highest 

intelligence. By their language they contemplate God, communicate with Him and embrace Him 

in holy delight. Furthermore, the elect angels were chosen in Christ, their Head (Col. 1:16), from 

all eternity, to infallibly remain in the holiness, truth and love of God in which they were created. 

Peter speaks of “the angels that sinned.” Most likely, this was the sin of pride (I Tim. 3:6), 

Satan’s original sin, in which he aspired to be as the Most High God. (Isa. 14:12, 13). So with 

him they desired to “be as gods,” the effect of this being a purpose to reverse the immutable 

Creator-creature relationship! Satan since has been viewed as the usurper “god of this world” (II 

Cor. 4:4). So the angels’ rebellion was against the empire and sovereignty of God. Angels are 

ministering spirits sent forth to minister to the heirs of salvation. But these deviant angels were 

dissatisfied with their extremely high station of being heavenly ministers. They thought they 

deserved higher position. As ministers they aimed at being sovereigns. Their sin, in effect, was to 

make their Sovereign their minister. Thus pride goeth before a fall. 



How did they, sinless beings, come to sin? There was no tempter to influence them, no 

temptation outside themselves. They sinned of their own free will. This is a mystery, as to how 

an intelligent being with a good will can will to become evil. However, their will was created 

mutable, so that it could change and fall with no chance for recovery. That is what happened. 

Of their own free will they kept not their first estate, left their heavenly habitation and remained 

no more in the truth. 

As to when the angels fell, we would have to say, not before the sixth creation day. They 

may have been created on the first day when the heavens, their habitation, and light (they were 

angels of light) were made. Yet on whatever day they were created, on the sixth day, when all 

the creatures had been made, “God say everything that He had made, and, behold, it was (and 

continued to be) very good.” “Now if the angels had sinned before, this could not have been said; 

and yet they must have fallen before Adam fell, because it was the. . .devil. . .that beguiled Eve, 

and so was the. . .means of the fall of man.” (John Gill). They did not fall in the very instant of 

their creation, lest it appear they were naturally and inherently evil. A very little time elapsed 

between their creation and fall to show the mutability of their perfection. 

Their immediate punishment was that they kept not their first estate, having deserted their 

own dwelling place. Peter tells us that “God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them 

down to hell” (II Pet. 2:4). It was both their act and God’s act. (Cp. Joseph’s being sold down 

into Egypt and Christ’s crucifixion. Gen. 45:8; 50:20; Acts 2:23). Then John writing on this point 

of the angels’ fall says, “their place was found no more in heaven” for “the devil. . .and his 

angels were cast out with him” (Rev. 12:8). 

Their continuing punishment is that God has reserved and still does reserve them in 

everlasting chains. The translation “chains” is accurate and very graphic. The chains may be said 

to be chains of stricken conscience bound upon them by divine justice. Conscience strikes them 

relentlessly with the knowledge that their damnation is just. These are also chains of despair of 

any deliverance, for their expectation is of more judgment to come, Matt. 8:29, while they must 

be held in their lost estate for ever and ever. Therefore, we could also say that they are bound in 

the chains of God’s eternal decrees which never release them from their imprisonment, 

punishment or the condemnation to which they have been inexorably and irrevocably ordained. 

The remainder of their present punishment is their being kept in these everlasting chains 

under darkness. This is hell: the blackness of darkness forever. But their full judgment has not 

yet been executed upon them. They are like condemned criminals kept in prison awaiting on 

“death’s row’’ their capital punishment. God keeps them for great day’s judgment. 

This will be their ultimate punishment. Sentence is to be executed upon them in eternal 

misery and torment (Matt. 8:29). So the worst of their, judgment and punishment is to come. 

Added to the chains of darkness is the judgment of the great day. This shall come to pass before 

an assembled universe, before the tribunal of Christ and His saints. Christ shall come with the 

glorified saints and the holy angels, while the evil angels shall still be His prisoners. Their 

ultimate prison is in the hell “prepared for the devil and his angels’’ (Matt. 25:41). Hell is a 

double hell, that which it is now, a being “horrible tormented in flame’’ (Lk. 16:24), and what it 

is ultimately to be, “cast into the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone’’ (Rev. 21:8). 

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of all the apostates throughout the ages and of the 

judgment to be executed upon them all at the second coming of Christ (Jude 14, 15). 

Abraham, too, believed in the Judge of all the earth who will do right (Gen. 18:25) in final 

judgment. Also in those early patriarchal days, Job prophesied that his living Redeemer would 

stand on the earth in the latter day, raise the dead, himself among them, and therefore Job’s 



friends, and all men, must know that there is a judgment. (Job 19:25, 26, 29). Hannah, too, 

prophesied that “the Lord shall judge the ends of the earth and shall give strength to His King, 

and exalt the horn (power) of His Anointed” (Messiah) to accomplish this. (I Sam. 2:10). 

Solomon prophesied that “God shall judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for” 

that. Also he warned young men that for merely rejoicing in their youth and living in their own 

ways, for all these things God will bring them into judgment; indeed He will bring every work of 

each man to judgment. (Eccles. 3:17; 11:9; 12:14). Jesus denounced worse judgment on some 

cities than on others, in fact, it would be more tolerable in the day of judgment for such heathen 

cities as Tyre, Sidon, Sodom and Gomorrah than for those just denounced. (Matt. 11:22, 24). 

One of the principles of the doctrine of Christ is that of the final “eternal judgment.” (Heb. 6:1, 

2). 

One of the marks of the true church is the exercise of Christian discipline in admonition and, 

if necessary, excommunication. Because the church continually becomes defiled with the 

presence of impenitent sinners it must be purified and cleansed. The unclean thing must be put 

away from among us, lest Christ’s church, like the apostate angels, become an abomination in 

His sight. In the reading of the “Form for the Administration of the Lord’s Supper’’ we, in effect, 

charge sinners living in our midst in open and secret sins to go out from among us of their own 

accord, if they will not repent and amend their lives. For we do not excuse them, but 

excommunicate them when they refuse to be reformed. We lovingly call upon the wicked doer to 

forsake his evil way and return to the Lord, but if he will not do this, then he must know that he 

cannot be allowed to dishonor Christ’s name and His church by his hypocritical profession of 

faith and his corrupting influences on God’s people. The watchmen on the walls of Zion have it 

as their work to detect these deceivers and corrupters, unmask them, then purge the church of 

them. Our aim in the churches is to “admit only. . .that which tends to nourish and preserve 

concord and unity, and to keep all men in obedience to God.’’ (Belgic Confession, XXXII). So 

let every true Christian church member daily practice walking near to God, daily seeking His 

preserving mercy (v. 1, 2), kneeling at the foot of the Cross, there seeking daily forgiveness for 

daily sins. Then from the instance of the apostate angels reserved for judgment, “let him that 

thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (I Cor. 10:12). 
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