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“Yet Michael, the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of 

Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, ‘The Lord rebuke thee.”  Jude 

9 

 

The apostate hot-heads, already considered, spend much time rejecting and denouncing 

rulership and blaspheming glories, yet Michael the archangel will not waste time or lower 

himself arguing with them or with the arch-enemy of the church, the devil. The angel Michael 

would not go so far as to hurl railing accusation against the devil. That is, he, a holy angel, would 

not level against this arch-fiend (a foul, unclean spirit) even “a judging of blasphemy,’’ meaning: 

to pass sentence against him in “a condemning of his (Satan’s) blasphemy.’’ Not that he feared 

the devil, or that he thought it best to compromise with the devil. His blasphemy certainly 

deserves judging, condemnation and rebuke, but Michael understands that the devil is a foe 

already defeated by the invincible God and is destined by Him to final, eternal judgment. Then 

who are these blasphemers and railers who rush in where Michael in modesty and reverence for 

God fear to tread! 

The angel Michael disputed with the devil about the body of Moses.  Satan had butted into a 

matter where he had no business. As to such matters as death, burial and resurrection, God’s 

mind is clearly revealed and known, or, where it is not, we are to patiently wait in faith until that 

great day when all shall be made plain. However, Michael would not presume to be a judge to 

censure and decide matters far above even the reach of an archangel. But these mouthy despisers 

of government “not afraid to speak evil of dignities” (glories) do therefore “speak evil of the 

things that they understand not” (II Pet. 2:10, 12). The holy angels, greater in power and might 

than the fallen angels, dare not bring a railing accusation against the devil and his hosts of 

anarchists and antinomians “before the Lord” (II Pet. 2:11). Michael’s dignity and holiness 

would not permit him to deal so rashly and indecently with the devil. But these haters of 

authority blast out recklessly in curses against dignitaries and their dominions without any fear. 

On the other hand, what Michael does is to refer the whole cause of their deserved 

condemnation to God. He said, “The Lord rebuke thee.” But consider, the Roman Catholic 

Church has taken upon itself, under the triregnum of the papal throne, the whole judgment of the 

world, of things, persons and actions, as though it were left in their hands to do as in their 

Decretals of the Council of Trent, namely, pronounce dreadful anathemas against every 

fundamental of the Reformed Faith and all who believe them. That railing church calls us 

'‘separated brethren”, out of one side of its mouth, but out of the other side, “Accursed!” It is a 

proud impudence for men contemptuously to go cursing and anathematizing other men when the 

highest in angelic hierarchy will not do this. But they are presumptuous (II Pet. 2:10), actually 

darers (Gk.) who dare to throw themselves against the sharp bosses of Jehovah’s buckler! 

Who is Michael the archangel? Michael is his name and archangel his office. The name 

means not “Who is God”, but “Who is as God?” Michael then is not God, but is like Him. If 

“Michael” were to be interpreted as referring to the (incarnate or pre-incarnate) Lord, then we 

would have the Lord saying, “The Lord rebuke thee” at the same time that the Lord dares not to 

bring a railing accusation against Satan! There is a Beelzebub, the prince of demons; also there is 



Michael, the archangel, highest of angelic beings, or certainly one of the highest. 

What. is meant by the words, “Michael. . .disputed about the body of Moses. . .”? It is likely 

that the devil would have delighted in having Moses’ burial site revealed to the Israelites in order 

to tempt them to embalm the body of Moses and erect there a shrine where idolatrous respect 

could be given the dead saint. If it be objected that this sort of thing was never an Israelite 

custom, it must not be forgotten that the devil is always attempting to turn a new saint into an old 

heathen idol. Satan surely is gratified in the case of great men who lived hated but died 

sainted. Scripture informs us that the idolizing of famous men caused the rampant rise in 

idolatry. Commenting on this, Thomas Manton wrote, “Ninus, or Nimrod, the first idolater, set 

up his own dead father, Belus, whence came the name of Baal and Bel for an idol. The teraphim, 

stolen by Rachel, Gen. 31:35, were the images of their ancestors, whom Laban worshiped.” 

Later, the Jews worshiped the brazen serpent in offering incense to it. II K. 18:4. The worship of 

the true God is replaced with these heathen counterfeits and continues in the veneration of relics 

of “saints,” such as pieces of hair, bones, old garments and burial shrouds. Soviets still offer 

superstitious respect to the body of Lenin. Good reason is very evident then as to why the Lord 

Himself buried Moses and kept secret the place of his grave, why Satan was interested in this 

saint’s body and why Michael detected and opposed the devil’s purpose. 

Eventually, the Antichrist, no saint, but a Beast of a man, will demand and receive worship of 

himself and of his image. Idolatry and image worship in this age are proof that God has given 

men up to believe the lie. The church of Antichrist is called the synagogue of Satan, or Babylon, 

Sodom and Egypt. Babylon represents idolatry, Sodom filthiness and Egypt ignorance and 

darkness. Here dwell in active wickedness and vileness the children of disobedience. Their father 

the devil goes on in perpetual sinning, his whole existence a continual history of apostasy. 

Michael, on the contrary, said, “The Lord rebuke thee.” He dared not bring a judgment in 

condemnation of blasphemy but left that matter to the Lord. Blessed angels and godly men 

have a right in controversy to “earnestly contend for the faith,” but it is not their prerogative to 

damn. That belongs to God alone, Michael does not allow Satan to go walking boldly and 

brazenly to and fro in the earth unchecked; neither must we let errors go unchallenged and the 

devil run as though the field is his. Sometimes we are deceived into relaxing behind a facade of 

false humility to remain silent and inactive in the cause of Christ. A good watch dog will not 

only bark when the wolf comes near but will snap at and nip the intruder with its teeth. If the 

sleepy world is annoyed at this, we can better bear that than the ravaging of the wolf. The world 

calls on its patron saints to fulfill its petition and needs. We need not fear for the safety of the 

Ark of God but may well refer our case to God Who is the best patron of His own cause. Perhaps 

one of the signs of apostasy is that such apathy, indifference and coldness prevail that 

controversy is about as rare as the California Condor. Yet when it is necessary to enter into 

controversy for “the cause of God and truth,” the Lord must be sought for His presence, approval 

and blessing. Times of controversy must be times of seeking God in prayer. If the devil is not 

prayed down, he cannot be argued down. 

These last days are times of apostasy. This end-time evil is defection from the truth. The 

devil is the first apostate because he abode not in the truth (Jn. 8:44). Then our first parents, 

Adam and Eve, became apostates at the instigation of the ringleader of all defectors. When they 

disobeyed, they fell away from God, and with them the apostasy of the whole human race is 

described in “turning back from following the Lord” (Zeph. 1:6). So that apostasy, we may 

agree, is revolt from God and obedience to Him. In the garden, while Adam and Eve obeyed God 

they were His friend-servants. Adam was God’s servant-king. But the great falling away of the 



original pair opened the floodgates for the surging in of all the world’s apostates right up to the 

coming of Antichrist. These profess the Christian Faith but are worldly, carnal hypocrites who 

have the spirit of Antichrist. The great head of the apostate churches is Antichrist. In these 

churches doctrine is despised, then corrupted: worship is also detested and mixed with the 

idolatry of both physical and spiritual whoredom. 

Worship of a man was never an Israelite custom? This is like saying that Israel was in all 

kinds of sin, but idolatry was not one of them. The truth is that Israel was constantly falling into 

idolatry. They had been redeemed from the land of Egypt, yet they “mingled among the heathen 

and learned their works. And they served their idols, which were a snare unto them” (Ps. 

106:35f). Some of them were idolaters (I Cor. 10:7), especially those who had in them an evil 

heart of unbelief in departing from the living God. That departure was to take up with idols, and 

that’s what apostasy is all about. The evil heart of unbelief hates the true God yet is deeply 

conscious of the need of a (replacement) god. Necessity is the mother of invention. So a man 

without a true God gets busy and makes gods for himself. These do not bring him a fulfillment 

even though he is a member of a greatly advanced civilization and part of a very highly 

developed culture. He still moans, All is vanity and vexation of spirit. Where then does he look 

in his search for satisfaction? He delves into his own imagination, imagining a super-being. The 

highest exercise of his imagination is in first creating imaginary beings, from an imaginary 

planet in an imaginary galaxy. These imaginary beings then become real to him. He attributes to 

them powers beyond those of mortal man. These powers are exerted for the benefit of mankind. 

To believe and trust in such images is to bow down to idols. Children watching Saturday 

morning television see portrayed terrific supernatural battles of gods against gods and demons 

againstdemons, or gods against demons. These are bush-level images. The university philosophy 

professor holds in mind more mental and intellectual abstractions which are very real to him, 

such as Fate, Fortune, Chance, the Force, the Ideal Self. This is university- level idolatry. No one 

really escapes idolatry unless he is turned to God from idols. (I Thess. 1:9, 10). “Ye know that ye 

were Gentiles (heathen), carried away unto these dumb idols (I Cor. 12:2). . .Little children, keep 

yourselves from idols” (I Jn. 5:21). 
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